WRITING TOPICS
1. The traffic problems in our city and how to solve them

Traffic problem is one of the serious problems that HCM city has to cope with day by day. Traffic congestion causes irritated feelings for people, takes people time and slows down development of economy. For me, in order to solve this problem, HCM city needs some possible solutions as follows. First of all, the city government has to invest more money in widening and upgrading the road system to provide extensive paths for all kinds of vehicles on the street. As a result, all means of transport can move smoothly on rush hours and traffic jams will be certainly reduced. Secondly, the city government needs to have many effective ways to encourage people to use public transport more and use their private vehicles less. This can be done by providing new and modern buses with air-conditioners and entertainment devices. Public transport must depart and arrive on time to get belief in passengers. In addition, staff should behave well with passengers. Finally, the city government should have campaigns to introduce traffic laws to citizens to help them understand more clearly about them. Besides, it is necessary to fine heavily people who break the traffic law intentionally. To sum up, with three possible solutions above, HCM city can partly solve the traffic congestion. 

2. Which do you think is more valuable – health or wealth?

People said that “health is more precious than gold”. Therefore, I think that health is more valuable than wealth. The fact is that money is very important in life because money can help to satisfy most of our basic demands in life. However, money is not all because there is still one thing that is more important than money. It’s health. In fact, when we are healthy, we can work and earn a lot of money for our life. In addition, we can enjoy our life and perform many dreams and ambitions during our life. A healthy person is certainly optimistic and has belief in his or her life. Furthermore, if we are not healthy, we may get some serious diseases that can not be cured, even we have a lot of money with us. In these cases, money is nothing. With mentioned things, it is clear that health is more important than wealth. 
3. Should university students be encouraged to take up part time jobs?

Nowadays, more and more students work part-time jobs while they are at university. There are controversy ideas about this matter. However, in my opinion, students should not take up part-time jobs. In fact, people can argue that when working  part-time jobs, students can get working experience and earn some money for their life at the same time. However, there are still some negative effects. First of all, the main duty of students is to study and get good results so they should spend their free time to gain much more knowledge. There are a lot of jobs waiting for them when they graduate from university. Secondly, when working part-time jobs, students may be tired and get sick and this will affect their learning and result in bad scores. Furthermore, there are some cases in which students do part-time work unrelated to their majors so what they can learn from these jobs. It’s just a waste of time. If they try to study well, they can get scholarship to support their daily life. Finally, students may commit social evils when they work outside because social life is more complex than school environment. 
4. The computer is changing our way of life.

Computer is obviously an important tool in modern society due to benefits that it can bring to our life. However, there are some good things and negative effects when using computer. It is easy to realize that computer is used widely in a variety of fields such as medicine, education, telecommunications etc. Moreover, it can serve as a tool of working, researching, studying and entertaining etc. With computer, people can work effectively and finish their work quickly. Besides that, computer can help to store a great deal of data and information in disks compared with saving data by paper. Furthermore, computer can assist people in working and developing new inventions that make their lives better and more comfortable. Nevertheless, computer also brings some negative effects to our lives. For example, people seem to be glued to computer and they are dependent on computer and they want things to be done right away. In addition, working on computer too much can have bad influences on people’s health such as shortsighted, fatigues and less active. To sum up, there are always two sides of a matter. This is also true for computer that has both good and bad effects.  


5. Suggest some ways in which education might me improved in your country?

Education plays an important role in the stability and development of any country on the world. Therefore, it is necessary for our country of Vietnam to have effective solutions to improve its education. First of all, the government should encourage all citizens to go to school by making learning at all levels free of charge. Once people are educated, they can work and support themselves and devote their parts in developing the country. In addition, the government should invest more money in building infrastructure and buying equipment for teaching and learning activities so that learners can enjoy the best conditions for their learning and get good results. Furthermore, it’s also important to have renovation in both teaching and learning methods so that students are more active in their learning in order to develop their creative skills. Finally, teaching curriculum should have more practical values so that learners can find jobs and do their work effectively right after graduation. To sum up. With above solutions, hoping that Vietnam can improve its education system.
6. The aim of life is to earn as much as possible?

People in modern life are busy with their work and try to earn as much money as they can. Although we can not deny that money can help people to have a better and comfortable life, trying to earn as much money as possible is not a good idea. The right attitude toward life is to work and earn money to have an independent life, to support family members and other people around. When people try to work hard to earn money, people may get sick and can  not enjoy their achievements. In addition, with the aim to earn much money, people can do illegal things or harmful things to other people. Moreover, when people are too busy earning money, they have no time for their family and for their hobbies. At that time, they will become a slave of money that they can not bring with them when they die. To sum up, money is necessary for our life but we should not aim to earn as much money as possible during our life.  
7. Advertising on television is beneficial to viewers?

It’s easy to find advertisement on mass media nowadays, especially on television. For me, advertising on TV is generally beneficial to viewers. First of all, customers can know information about new products or products that they are in need. They can know who produces the products and where they are manufactured. Moreover, advertising on TV also helps customers to have ideas about a range of products of the same kind so it’s useful for them to compare between products and give a final decision to buy the product that they think it is suitable for them. In addition, people also know where to buy the products that they would like to buy. However, advertising on TV also has some negative effects. For example, some manufacturers advertise wrongly about their products and advertising sometimes encourages people to  buy things that they don’t really need so they might waste a lot of money. To sum up, advertising on TV is generally beneficial to viewers.
8. Should young people be interested in the money side when they apply for a job?

It’s not a good idea for young people to be interested in the money side when they apply for a job because of the following reasons. First of all, job satisfaction should be put above money when choosing a job. When young people satisfy with their jobs, they will try their best in working and get promotions. Once they devote their best on their jobs and get high positions, they can earn a lot of money. Supposing that they can choose to have a job with high salary but they will soon find out that they are  not suitable with the job or they do not satisfy with the job and they eventually quit the job. Finally, young people are still young so they have a long time to work and earn money. Therefore, young people should not concern much about money when looking for a job. They should consider about job satisfaction first. 
9.
Learn is a lifelong process.  
I agree that learning is lifelong process because people have to spend many years of learning during their life. For example, it takes 5 years to complete elementary school and 4 years more to finish secondary school and another 3 years to complete high school. Therefore, it can be seen that it takes about 12 years to achieve basic knowledge for life. Moreover, it takes them another 4 years at university. If people want to study further, they have to spend 3 years for master degree and another 3 years for doctor degree. Therefore, learning is not a short process. Moreover, knowledge is endless so they have to always study during their life. They not only learn about basic professional knowledge but also practical experience and behavior. As a result, no one can be sure that they achieve all knowledge in this world. Moreover, if people do not learn more, they will be drawback because knowledge is updated everyday. That’s the reasons why learning is lifelong process. 
10. Should young people change their jobs often?

Young people are advised to take many job opportunities when they enter labor force. However, they are not advised to change their jobs often because of some following reasons. First of all, young people are always attracted to new and strange things so they are also attracted by the idea to try many kinds of jobs. However, if they change their jobs often, it will become a bad habit. As a result, they will not satisfy with any job for a long time. Secondly, it will not be too impressive with employers to hire people who change their jobs so often because they might think that these people will not stay longer with their companies. As a result, young people cause difficulties in job hunting for themselves. Finally, if young people do not work for any company in a long time, they can not show all of their abilities and get belief from employers to be promoted in higher positions with higher salary and better working conditions. Therefore, when choosing a job that young people feel like, it’s advised that they should devote all their best for that job and get high awards later. 

11. Making a decision on one’s first job is difficult.

After graduating from universities, most of students are eager to enter labour force. However, sometimes it is difficult for them to make a decision on their first jobs due to some of the following reasons.

Firstly, there are a lot of job opportunities available for them to choose so they have to think carefully about their decision.  Secondly, they have to decide whether to be interested in the money side or job satisfaction when they apply for a job. This may be a big question for them when choosing a job. Thirdly, they may wonder to work for a government company with job security but low benefits or to work for a private company with less job security but high benefits. Apart from money side, people have to care about other factors such as working opportunities, working environment, colleague relationship etc. Finally, they have to decide to take a job relating to their major at university or  to take any job that they can find to earn money in order to support their lives. In conclusion, there are some reasons that make difficult for people when they decide their first jobs as mentioned above. 
12. The development of tourism in Vietnam.

Tourism is considered as a non-smoking industry which plays an important part in the development of any economy. In order to develop tourism in Vietnam, it is necessary to have some following solutions. First of all, we need to advertise VN’s images to people worldwide by many ways so that people know Vietnam as an exciting and safe destination for holiday. Secondly, government should invest money or call for investment in developing tourist resorts to supply the demand of tourism. Thirdly, tourist companies should provide a variety of tourist products so that all people can choose any tours that are suitable with their interest and money. Finally, it is vital to keep security and political stability because tourists do not risk their lives to travel in unsafe place. To sum up, with its important role in economic development, tourism in Vietnam should be concerned to develop well by some solutions as mentioned above. 
13. What are advantages and disadvantages of air travel?

Among means of transport, air travel is considered as the most comfortable and convenient way to travel. However, there are some advantages and disadvantages of air travel. Talking about advantages, it is obvious that flying is so cheap now that you can travel almost anywhere, in your own country or anyplace in the entire world. In addition, flying is the fastest way to come to the furthest destination. Moreover, the airplane gives you freedom and extra time. Nevertheless, the most annoyed problem people normally meet when they travel by air is airport delays. With all the people traveling these days, airports are overcrowded and planes get delayed a lot, even canceled. Furthermore, the security precautions can slow things down. To sum up, there are still some problems of traveling by air but it is the safest and fastest way to travel.  

14. Which means of the transportation do you like best? Give specific reasons for your choice.

Nowadays we have many different means of transportation. For instance, on land, we can use bicycles, motorcycles, cars, train, and horses. On the water we have ship, hydroplanes, submarines. In the air we have airplanes and for a few fortunate astronauts, spacecrafts. It is rather difficult for me to tell what means of transportation is the most rewarding because I haven't had opportunity to try all them. Based on the experiences I have had, I think that motorbike is the most popular mean of transportation. I select this kind of transportation for the following reasons. We can go wherever and whenever we like. We can go into narrow lanes. We often feel excited because we aren't car sick. We can enjoy beautiful sights around when riding. It's easy to ride and find a place to park. Especially, it isn't too expensive for us to buy.  However, by going motorbike, we have some disadvantages as following. It takes only two people. We can go only for a short distance. It's very dangerous, an accident might happen if we don't ride carefully enough. We mustn't drink beer or wine also we have to wear a helmet when riding. In conclusion, the motorcycle is the best means of transportation.

15. Studying at High School and University.

Educational environment is usually as well as for people. Some years ago, I used to think that everything at high school and at university was similar, so I was surprised when I first came to Van Lang University because it was very different; however, there were also some similarities. Now I would like to tell you about the similarities and the differences between life as a high school student and life as a university student. I was proud that I was a student of Hồ Thị Kỷ high School. It was one of the most famous school of Ca Mau Province, so it was rather large. There were thirty six classes with over four hundred students and about sixty teachers. It had two computer labs and we used them only to study informatics. There was also a library, it was rather small compared with a well-equipped public library. The school yard was wide enough for us to play sports after 5 p.m everyday. When we felt sick or had a pain in our body, we could have come to the school clinic. Every month, we had some activities for each subject such as presenting small plays, participating in drawing contests and telling stories. Those helped us review our lessons and cultivate our minds. Nevertheless, we were often very stressful because we had to study fifteen subjects each year, so we had to take so many tests that we didn’t have much  time to play sports with our friends and to do anything we liked. It was so boring that we sometimes fell asleep in our class, our teachers explained all the lessons for us and we had  to write very fast and learned by heart all them. Although there were many things we weren’t clear on, we asked our teachers only after our class finished because each period had forty five minutes, it wasn’t enough for us to discuss while studying. Our teachers were nice, but most of our friends were unfriendly and  they were often dishonest while doing tests because they weren’t well-prepared before. Now I am studying at Van Lang University. It is rather well equipped. Its campus is very wide. There are over ninety classes with many students and instructors. The library is large and it has many kinds of books, cassettes and networked computers, so we can get information for our studies easily because we usually study by ourselves. We usually have presentations. It is useful that we can remember all the lessons clearly because we have to read a lot of books and prepare carefully in order that our presentations will be good enough and attract our classmates. Besides, we will feel more and more self-confident whenever we appear in front of many people, we also have a unified spirit when we study in group. Most of the members in my class are very nice, friendly and active. We always help our classmates when they have problems or give them advice when they make mistakes so that we will become better and better. There is an English Speaking Club which was organized twice a month so as to improve our speaking skill and communication skill, we have many friends when taking part in this club, they are friendly and sociable. In addition, there are some foreigner teachers at my university, we can ask them about many things which we aren’t clear, they are willing to help us, it is also a good condition for us to practice speaking English and to improve our knowledge. When being at high school, we had a flag greeting ceremony every Monday. School managing board summed up all the activities of the previous week, gave their ideas and promoted new plans for that week. It was very good, but now we don’t have that period. Besides, we study less subjects than we did at high school, so we can relax by playing sports and participating in many activities after hard-studying days. There are much more students and teachers than my high school, the library is larger and the campus is wider. In addition, I didn’t have good conditions to practice speaking English at high school because many students disliked it and felt shy when speaking, there were no also foreigner teachers and English Speaking Club. Seldom did we study in group because we didn’t have presentations at high school. Now studying in group is very necessary because if we don’t, we can’t have a good group presentation. The biggest difference between university and high school is the method of teaching and studying, so we felt strange at the beginning of this school year. However, we have got acquainted with all the differences up until now. In my opinion, studying at university is more interesting than studying at high school. It has a lot of good conditions for us to study, to relax and to develop our skills. It is very bad for our health if we only study without relaxing and we will feel very sad if we have just a few friends. There are a lot of good chances, so we should make use of them to study better and better in order that our country will become an industrialized nation.

16. Some people believe that university students should be required to attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Normally, a university obliges its students to attend most of the classes and attendances are used to determine the eligibility to do the final examinations. I oppose this regulation as attending classes is not the best way of learning for everyone as well as every subjects; moreover, some classes are simply unnecessary to attend. 

Most importantly, each student has a way of acquiring knowledge with he/she feels most satisfied and effective. For instance, some students prefer listening to teachers’ lecture then taking notes at classes while others find learning easier when reading books and practising exercises at home. Therefore, requiring attendances in classes is good for students who love that way of stydying but unfair for the others who prefer self-study but are not given the right environment to study.

Similarly, whether attending classes is effective or not depends on particular subject due to the fact that each of the subjects has different range of knowledge as well as methods of approach. For example, mathematics can be studied by practising at home because as far as I am concerned, most mathematics books have clear explanations. Meanwhile, foreign language is among those requiring a lot of communication and interaction; therefore, attending classes is crucial in this case.

Furthermore, some of the classes are not interesting or useful enough to encourage the students to participate in. The reason for the situations may be that the students already know or are not excited about the content of the classes. In addition, there is always a case that the professor is not capable enough to convey useful knowledge to his/her students or to inspire the interest of the students. If the students go to class then do private things or fall asleep there, they cannot benefit from the lesson and also spoil the enthusiasism of the professor should he/she come across what their students are doing.

In conclusion, attending classes is not always the most effective and appropriate way of studying for every people and every subjects and sometimes it creates nothing than boredom of the students. Thus, universities should give their students an opportunity to choose whether to attend classes or not.

17. Advantage and disadvantage of the internet

The Internet is a global information system. Nowadays, the internet is popular everywhere in the world. The Internet provides many useful utilities for users but besides that it also has negative. I will analysis advantages and disadvantages of Internet specifically.

The first, the Internet is a big store of information. Any kind of information on any topic is available on the Internet. You can find it by the most popular search engines, for example: google.com, search.com, yahoo.com, etc. Beside, you can share information with other people around the world.

Secondly, the Internet connects many people all over the world. Stay up date with happening in the whole world and the new technology and information. You can get latest news of the world on the Internet. Most of the newspapers of the world are also available on the Internet. It easier to stay in touch with your friends by chatting, e-mail messages, forum….

 Another benefit, there are many services on internet. Such as online banking, job seeking, purchasing tickets for your favorite movies, and hotel reservations.  Especially entertainment, you can see movies, listen music etc… You can play games with other people in any part of the world and there are many games for you choose.

Online education is also popular on the internet. Many websites provide lectures, books and documents on different subjects or topics. You can also download these lectures into your own computer. You can listen and see these lectures repeatedly and get a lot of knowledge.

Besides, there are also disadvantages. Children can connect to these websites that are for adult only. They can see the information which is not good. This is perhaps the biggest threat related to your children's healthy mental life.

 Another drawback, today, Internet is the most popular source of spreading viruses. These viruses create different problems in your computer .Viruses that can attack your privacy and get some information about you. It’s hard to predict what will happen if you were hacked the account information.

 The next drawback is accuracy of information. A lot of information stored is stored on the websites. Some information may be incorrect or not. Sometimes you may be confused.

 Another problem is the wastage of times. A lot of time is wasted to collect the information on the Internet. Some people waste a lot of time in chatting or to play games.

At home and offices, many people use Internet without any positive purpose.

In conclusion, there are many advantages and disadvantages of the Internet, Depend on you, it will be the advantages or disadvantage. You should balance study and play.

18. Should students get part time jobs?

In foreign countries, it is very common when students get part time jobs. It is a program at school and students have to get jobs. However, it’s different in Vietnam. Students just focus on studying. Personally, getting a part time job is good for student. A part time job can bring students many advantages: get experience, be responsibility and be more confident.

The first advantage of doing a part time job is getting experience. Student has a chance to learn new things and practice. It is like you learn from life. And you can learn the things that you cannot learn from the teachers at school. Students also have chance to practice things that they had studied at school. For example, a student who works at a restaurant can learn many life lessons. He can learn how to persuade the customers and be more confident. He can learn how to handle situations. And those are things that you can get from school.

The second advantage is being responsibility. For some students, they just have to study, study. They do nothing except studying and playing. I do not think it is good. If you want to buy a present for your best friend on her birthday, what will you do? Asking for money from your parents is not a good idea. You should think that you are not a kid anymore. And you have to be responsible to the things that you do. Working is a great way to show your parents that you grow up now. Besides that, you can also know the worth of money. You have to work hard to earn money and won’t waste it like you did before.

And my last point of view is getting part time jobs can help students to be more confident. I do not say that all students who do not have a job are not confident. But getting a part time job means you create yourself a chance to be more confident. You can meet many people when working and can expand your relationship. A sale person can learn how to persuade and attract the customers day by day and you will be more confident after graduating because you have a period time to practice while your friends just spend time for studying and playing.

Working while studying can bring many advantages. However, students have to balance between studying and studying. Students should not forget the main purpose is studying. The knowledge that you learn at school is very important. It is the basement knowledge in life while working creates an environment for practicing. And I do think that students who had done part time jobs has more opportunities to get jobs than students who had not.

19. My hometown and Ho chi minh City

I was born in my hometown, Ca Mau province. I have been there for 19 years. After I finished my high school, I continued my study to university. I study at Van Lang university in Ho chi minh city. So, now I stay in Ho chi minh city. It is about 8 hours from my hometown. It is totally different between my hometown and my current city. Such as the weather, tourism objects, and a cost for something.

The first, the weather is obvious different thing between my hometown and Ho chi minh city. I love the weather in my hometown, the weather is cold and still fresh. It is possible to go out when daytime. I enjoy to sleep with a warm blanket at night. Because it is very cold here, sometimes I just take a bath 1 time in a day. In Ho chi minh city, the weather is very hot because it’s average temperature is about 300C. It is impossible to go out when daytime. I almost turn on the fan in my room, eventhough at night. I must take a bath 2 or 3 times in a day.

The second, tourist destination. Ho chi minh has a lot of churches and French buildings while my hometown does not has French building and church. In addition, Ho Chi Minh City has various attractions as Ho Chi Minh Museum, formerly known as Dragon House Wharf, Cu Chi Tunnels, system of museums, theatres, cultural houses... And many tourist areas are invested such as Thanh Da, Binh Quoi Village, Dam Sen Park, Saigon Water Park, Suoi Tien, Ky Hoa...

The third is the cost for something. In my hometown, the groceries, foods, clothes, books, ect are cheap. In Ho chi minh city, everything are very expensive. Example: in my hometown, we can buy a set of clothes only 100000 VND. But here, 100000, just for  a T- shirt. It is totally different.

It does not matter for me. In my first year here, I can adaptation with all the differential. I love my hometown. Now, I start to love my current city, Ho chi minh city.

20. The traffic problems in our city and how to solve them

Traffic problem is one of the serious problems that HCM city has to cope with day by day. Traffic congestion causes irritated feelings for people, takes people time and slows down development of economy. For me, in order to solve this problem, HCM city needs some possible solutions as follows. First of all, the city government has to invest more money in widening and upgrading the road system to provide extensive paths for all kinds of vehicles on the street. As a result, all means of transport can move smoothly on rush hours and traffic jams will be certainly reduced. Secondly, the city government needs to have many effective ways to encourage people to use public transport more and use their private vehicles less. This can be done by providing new and modern buses with air-conditioners and entertainment devices. Public transport must depart and arrive on time to get belief in passengers. In addition, staff should behave well with passengers. Finally, the city government should have campaigns to introduce traffic laws to citizens to help them understand more clearly about them. Besides, it is necessary to fine heavily people who break the traffic law intentionally. To sum up, with three possible solutions above, HCM city can partly solve the traffic congestion.
	21. How should people protect and preserve the natural resources?

        Conservation concerns men’s safeguarding and preservation of natural resources and his responsibility for improving the environmental conditions in which he lives. An important task of conservation is the prevention of waste – waste of forests, soil, minerals, wildlife and human life.

       Trees help to preserve land because their roots bind the soil and retain water. Without trees, heavy rains will cause soil erosion and the remaining land becomes poor and worthless. Terrible floods often occur in the areas where trees are cut down in great quantity. Forest conservation also means the prevention of bush fires and the attention to planting and looking after new, young trees.

      Not only should man preserve forests but he should also realize the importance of wildlife protection. Unless governments have a good system of control or pass laws restricting the hunting, fishing and eradicating of rare animals and plants, they slowly disappear.
        Natural resources such as coal, gas and mineral ores are limited but the need for them is growing day by day. As they may not last for a century, man should use them widely on the one hand, and look for alternative fuels on the other hand.

        Another serious problem threatening human life is the dirtying and poisoning of air and water. This pollution is mainly caused by the fumes, chemicals and wastes from automobiles, industries and homes.

It is hoped that for his own benefit, man can soon find a solution to these problems.

22. Life in the city, compared with life in the country

In my opinion, urban life or rural life has its own advantages and disadvantages.
First, living in the city we may enjoy those benefits.

 Communication and transportation systems are better. There are so many means of communication and transport that we can choose the ones we like best. We can get in touch with a friend or talk to him by phone without having to go out of home.

 Thanks to electricity network and running water, our material lives are more comfortable. Supermarkets, markets and shops are found everywhere and we can buy anything we need providing that we can afford it.

- Urban life provides us with all sorts of entertainments: televisions, radios, movies, theatres, concerts and famous recreation centers.

Living in town we can improve our knowledge easily by attending any schools, universities or evening classes where experienced teachers and professors are ready to satisfy our thirst for knowledge.

Besides its advantages, urban life also has its disadvantages:

 Our health is in danger: pollution by factories and heavy traffic may cause serious diseases to all of us.

 Evil influence upon the young generation by obscene video films is inevitable.

 Violent deaths happen regularly in such a crowded city with all kinds of vehicles.
On the contrary, rural life seems ideal to all of us, especially to the old.

 We can enjoy fresh, cool air and behold beautiful landscapes in the country.

 How safe and delighted we are when we can sleep a sound sleep at any time of the day without being disturbed by sirens of cars or by deafening noises from manufacturing factories.

 Our social lives in the country are easier: we can eat the food and vegetables we grow, the chickens and goats we raise. The countrymen lead a very simple life and they are quick at mutual help in any case.

Apart from these advantages, living in the country we may meet lots of difficulties too.

Communication and transportation are obstructed by lack of means of transport or by floods in the rainy season.

 Our knowledge is limited by being short of mass media.

 Our social and physical lives are not as comfortable as those in town because of lack of electricity and medical care.

      In a nutshell, our love for town life or country life depends on our outlook and age. As for me, I always prefer rural life to urban life.

23. Should teachers give pupils too much homework? Discuss

         Many people now think that teachers give pupils too much homework. They say that it is unnecessary for children to work at home in their free time. Moreover, they argue that most teachers do not properly plan the homework tasks they give to pupils.

        The result is that pupils have to repeat tasks which they have already done at school.

     Recently many parents complained about the difficult homework which teachers gave to their children. The parents said that most of the homework, and they wanted to stop it. Spain and Turkey are two countries which stopped homework recently. In Denmark, West Germany and several other countries in Europe, teachers cannot set homework at weekends. In Holland, teachers allow pupils to stay at school to do their homework. The children are free to help one another. Similar arrangements also exist in some British schools.

        Most people agree that homework is unfair. A pupil who can do his homework in a quiet and comfortable room is in a much better position than a pupil who does his homework in a small, noisy room with the television on. Some parents help their children with their homework. Other parents take no interest at all in their children’s homework.
       It is important, however, that teachers talk to parents about homework. A teacher suggests suitable tasks for parents to do with their children. Parents are often better at teaching their own children.

24. Talk about the film you like best


The film “Journey to the West” always fascinates me though I have seen it many times. It is a fairy story about the long journey make by four people to the place of Buddha. They have overcome eighty-one challenges and beaten many wicked people to get true Buddhism books for saving humankind from fighting each other aggressively. Above all, it leads us to the realization of human individual desertions and our long life self-training process to get rid of the selfishness to perfect ourselves.

The combination of the East’s body of folklores and the book of the same title written by Wu Cheng'en makes the plot of “Journey to the West”. It is considered a great work of Chinese filmmakers, gathering over a hundred actors and beautiful actresses. Among them is the talented Liu Xiao Ling Tong who plays the active and faithful monkey man Sun Wukong, the hero of the film besides the exemplary monk - Xuanzang, the pigman - Zhu Bajie and monster man - Sha Wujing. The film’s background is set in the year BC with the scences of paradise, hell, the water world and man from other majestic holy lands. This famous film shows the good preparation and good imagination of human beings.

In short, besides its success in art, the film, in fact, advises man to live a nicer life.




	25. Is Ho Chi Minh city a much better place to live in today than 10 years ago?


The Vietnamese proverb ‘dat lanh chim dau’, which means ‘wherever there is good soil, there are flocks of birds coming to settle down”, shows that people tend to move to a place in which they can live and make money in a fairly easy way. Ho Chi Minh City is one of the biggest cities in the south of Vietnam, which provides people with a great number of various jobs; therefore, people from many different parts of the country keep on moving to this city, hoping to find out their ‘paradise’. For those who have been living in this city for a long time, more than 10 years for example, their ‘used-to-be paradise’ is getting worse and worse. Sharing these ‘native’ citizens’ viewpoint, I strongly disagree with the flattering statement that Ho Chi Minh city is a much better place to live today than 10 years ago.

Pollution is the first thing that makes Ho chi Minh City a worse place to live in. the layout of Ho Chi Minh City was established only for its five hundred thousand residents more than 100 years ago. Its drainage system has been overbooked to drain for a city of over seven million people nowadays. Consequently, the so-called ‘the pearl of the Far East’ is getting more and more polluted. Water pollution is only part of the pollution facing all the dwellers of this biggest city in Vietnam. The air pollution here is no less serious. Thousands of factories are still located inside this city and keep on releasing poisonous smoke. Various means of transportation, especially millions of motorcycles, do contribute to the ever-increasing air pollution in Ho Chi Minh city.

The second thing that makes Ho Chi Minh City a worse place to live in is its high cost of living. Nowhere else in Vietnam do you have to pay such great sums of money just to lead a rather simple and really humble life. Food, public utility, means of transportation, tuition fees accommodation and a variety of private services such as tailoring, hairdressing, renovating, etc. here are all much higher than the so-called standard legal income of the majority of the city dwellers. Consequently, they have to struggle hard to make their two ends meet. They do not usually have time to enjoy themselves. In other words, a great number of these city-dwellers just earn enough money to be physical beings, not emotional or spiritual beings.

Its increasing crime and disorder also makes Ho Chi Minh City a worse place to live in today than ten years ago. A number of the city dwellers, especially young illiterate guys of lower social classes, cannot earn their living legally. They allow themselves to rob or steal anything they can to satisfy their needs, irrespective of how serious the consequences of their frightening acts are. It is impossible for anyone who dares to live in Ho Chi Minh City to get rid of the lack of safety and order resulting from the above-mentioned kind of crime. In other words, the city dwellers have to face their fate/destiny every minute in their life.

To tell the truth, I was born and grew up in Ho Chi Minh City and I am old enough to witness the tremendous, multifaceted changes and social reforms here. However, I can hardly say that I love my hometown very much because I am afraid that it does not deserve my love. Up to now, I have been trying my best to work hard and lead a simple but respectable life here. I do not dare to break any official law or well-established social rule. And I often jeer sarcastically at myself, saying how foolish I am in such a crazy, disorderly environment. Probably, you do not approve of my pessimistic perspectives; but that is me!

26. My school


There is a white three-storey building, surrounded by greenery, located at Mai Son Town Central. That is Mai Son high School. That is also the place where I have schooled for the last five years or so.
My school uniform is white. The boys wear a white shirt and white shorts while the girls wear a white blouse and skirt. The uniform must always be worn with the school badge which bears our school motto “Nothing without labor”. It means that we must be willing to work to get our reward. We are also taught to be honest and polite all the time.
Most of the teachers in my school are just and kind. However, there are some teachers who show favoritism. As a result, the students who are favored by these teachers are very proud and like to bully the others. In general, however, we all treat one another like siblings and live in harmony.

I am sad that I will have to leave my school at the end of this year. It has given me knowledge, friends and happy moments. I will always remember my school and the fond memories it holds.
27. Science and its effects 

One of the most striking features of the present century is the progress of science and its effects on almost every aspect of social life. Building on the foundation laid by the predecessors, the scientists of today are carrying their investigation into ever-widening fields of knowledge.
Modern civilization depends largely on the scientist and inventor. We depend on the doctor who seeks the cause and cure of disease, the chemist who analyses our food and purifies our water, the entomologist who wages war on the insect pests, the engineer who conquers time and space, and a host of other specialists who aid in the development of agriculture and industry.

The advance of science and technology has brought the different parts of the world into closer touch with one another than ever before. We are able to reach distant lands within a very short time. We are also able to communicate with people far away by means of the telephone and the wireless. The invention of the printing machine has made it possible for us to learn from books and newspapers about people in other lands.

Indeed, man's curiosity and resourcefulness have been responsible for the steady stream of inventions that have created our civilization.
At the same time, however, there have been harmful effects. Our machine civilization is responsible for numerous accidents and industrial rivalries among nations. Everyday hundreds of people are dying from serious wounds and injuries. Further, the rapid tempo of modern life results in wide-spread nervous disorder. Moreover, science, which has helped man to secure control over nature, has also made it possible for him to develop more deadly weapons or war. More and more countries are competing with one another in the production of war material. But in these instances the fault lies not with science, but rather with man’s intention to misuse the discoveries of science.

Science is admittedly the dominating intellectual force of the modern age.

Một trong những đặc điểm nổi bật nhất trong thế kỷ hiện nay là sự tiến bộ của khoa học và ảnh hưởng của nó trên hầu như mọi mặt của cuộc sống xã hội. Xây dựng trên nền tảng của những người đi trước, các nhà khoa học ngày nay đang tiến hành nghiên cứu những lĩnh vực kiến thức lớn chưa từng có.

Nền văn minh hiện đại phụ thuộc phần lớn vào các nhà khoa học và nhà phát minh. Cuộc sống chúng ta phụ thuộc vào các bác sĩ trong việc tìm kiếm nguyên nhân và cách chữa bệnh, vào các nhà hoá học phân tích thực phẩm và làm sạch nguồn nước uống, vào các nhà côn trùng học chiến đấu với các loại côn trùng gây hại, vào kỹ sư chinh phục thời gian và không gian và rất nhiều những chuyên gia khác góp phần vào sự phát triển của nông nghiệp và công nghiệp.

Sự tiến bộ của khoa học và kỹ thuật đã làm cho các nước khác nhau trên thế giới xích lại gần nhau hơn bao giờ hết. Chúng ta có thể đến những vùng đất xa xôi trong một thời gian rất ngắn. Chúng ta có thể liên lạc với những người ở xa qua phương tiện điện thoại và máy vô tuyến. Việc phát minh ra máy in giúp chúng ta đọc sách, báo về con người ở những đất nước khác.


Thật vậy tính tò mò và tài tháo vát của con người là nguyên nhân của nguồn phát minh bền vững tạo ra thời đại văn minh của chúng ta ngày nay.

Tuy nhiên, bên cạnh đó khoa học cũng có những ảnh hưởng tai hại. Thời đại văn minh máy móc của chúng ta là nguyên nhân của vô số tai nạn và những sự đối đầu về công nghiệp giữa các quốc gia. Hàng ngày hàng trăm người đang hấp hối vì các thương tích trầm trọng. Hơn nữa nhịp độ tất bật của cuộc sống hiện đại gây nên sự rối loạn thần kinh đang ngày càng lan rộng. Bên cạnh đó, chính khoa học đã giúp con người đạt được quyền kiểm soát thiên nhiên, những cũng chính khoa học đã giúp con người tạo ra càng nhiều vũ khí giết người trong chiến tranh. Ngày càng nhiều quốc gia cạnh tranh với nhau sản xuất ra trang thiết bi chiến tranh. Nhưng trong những trường hợp này lỗi lầm không thuộc về khoa học mà thuộc về con người đã sử dụng sai lầm những phát minh khoa học.

Khoa học được công nhận và lực lượng tri thức then chốt của kỷ nguyên hiện đại ngày nay.

New words:

1. striking (adj): nổi bật, thu hút sự chú ý, thu hút sự quan tâm, đáng chú ý, gây ấn tượng
2. foundation (n): nền tảng, nền móng
3. predecessor (n): người đi trước, người tiền nhiệm
4. depend on (v): phụ thuộc vào
5. analyse (v): phân tích
6. purify (v): làm sạch, lọc trong, tinh chế
7. communicate with (v): liên lạc với, giao thiệp với
8. invention (n): sự phát minh, sự sáng chế
9. curiosity (n): sự ham tìm hiểu, trí tò mò, tính hiếu kỳ
10. harmful (adi): gây tai hại, có hại
11. compete (v): đua tranh, ganh đua, cạnh tranh
12. intention (n): ý định, mục đích

28. Should teachers give pupils too much homework? Discuss

Many people now think that teachers give pupils too much homework. They say that it is unnecessary for children to work at home in their free time. Moreover, they argue that most teachers do not properly plan the homework tasks they give to pupils. The result is that pupils have to repeat tasks which they have already done at school.
Recently many parents complained about the difficult homework which teachers gave to their children. The parents said that most of thehomework was a waste of time, and they wanted to stop it. Spain and Turkey are two countries which stopped homework recently. In Denmark, West Germany and several other countries in Europe, teachers cannot set homework at weekends. In Holland, teachers allow pupils to stay at school to do their homework. The children are free to help one another. Similar arrangements also exist in some British schools.

Most people agree that homework is unfair. A pupil who can do his homework in a quiet and comfortable room is in a much better position than a pupil who does his homework in a small, noisy room with the television on. Some parents help their children with their homework. Other parents take no interest at all in their children’s homework.

It is important, however, that teachers talk to parents about homework. A teacher suggests suitable tasks for parents to do with their children. Parents are often better at teaching their own children.
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