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Some people think that the family is the most important influence on young
adults, Other people thinl that friends are the most important influence on young
adults, Which view do you agree with? Use examples to support your position.

We are allinfiuence by whomever we meet. We al stand as models.
1o everyono in this worid. However, our choice of a model s important
especially when choosing a career. | believe that i the case concern-
ing our future and our career, families have more influence on us than
friends.

Friends are the ones we spend time having fun, enjoying, playing
and so forth. Friends also teach good things and help us. Friends
advice good things about e, but not ke famiy. Family always think
that their children wil become superior ones in the future. They want
their children to be smarter than anyone else. Howaver, friends are not
such an influential adviser like famly. Family feels that time is waste
when their adult children have oo much fun. Howaver, friends influ-
ence us more to play or have fun rather than advising us about our
career. Therefore, family puts their substanshil impact on their chidren
in order to shape up their future career.





     [image: image2.png]In the US, most young adults are usually influence by their friends
rather than their parents. It depends on what type of influence it is.
Usually, psople are busier in the US. They don' have time to give
important influence 1o their chiren. Therefore, the children choose
thoir own way 1o catch up thelr careers. Whatever they see around
influences them. However, this influence might not be good for their
uture careers.

Therefore, I'd say family influences thelr adult chidren more and
better than friends.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement Playing  game i fun only
when you win. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

‘Some would ke to pay tho game such as, baskotball tonris, swim-
ming, and riding bike for exercises and fun. But some, they play for
their achiovement. | agroo that playing gam s fun when wo win.

As a matter of fact, when | was in High school, | like o play baske-
ball as my hobby. | was very excited when | won the gamo. Al high
schools in Cambodia, they requited students o choose one kind of
game, such a5 volleyball, soccer, basketbal, tannis and swimming. By
that time, | 100k basketoall a5 my favorite hoSoy. My school gave me
the best basketball coach. He had a lof of experience of trining bas-
Ketoall players. My teams and | were trained by him everyday for two
months. After two monihes of training, My coach wanted us to compete
with other schools.

Whon the competition day came, our emation was combined with
happy and scare of losing the game. But our coach encourage us. He
1old us that “don' bo afraid of your competios, they ara as same as
you, 50 you have to have a confident in yourseit.” When time of com-
petion of game started, our Coach led us 10 basketoall cout 10 get 1o
know our compeitors. The result of competiton was my toam com-
pletely won. My coach and our team were very happy o win that game.

Ibelieve that playing game is very difficul f we don't know a weak-
ness of our competitors. We have 1o have  confident in ourselves. |
agrea that playing game is very fun when we win.
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A company is going to give some moncy cither to support the
arts or to protect the environment. Which do you think the
company should choose? Use specific reasons and examples
<o support your answer.



[image: image5.png]Deciding between supporting the arcs and protecting the environment is a diffi-
cult choice to make, but | think I would choose protecting the environment. We
need a healthy environment i order to survive, 50 we must protect it. We need to
protect the environment now o help prevent health problems, to mainain the
ccosystem, and to preserve the Earch for our children.

Pollution from factoris and cars can cause damage to the environment. It makes
the air dirty. Breaching this dirty air causes health problems, particularly for chil-
dren and the elderly. We need to control the amount of pollution we produce in
order to prevent health problems.

‘Wealso need to pay attention to the ecosystem. Planc lfe, animal life, and people
all depend on each other. An unhealthy environment disturbs this ecosystem. For
example, changes in the environment might cause a certin kind of plant to dic. If
that plant is food for a certain kind of animal, the animal will dic too. If people use
thar animal as a food source, there could be big problems.

TFwe do no protect our environment now, it will continue to get worse and our
children will suffer the consequences. The air and water will get dirticr, and more.
plants and animals will die. Qur children won'e have a5 much natural beauty to
admire. Even worse, their well-being will be threatened.

Withou clean air t0 breache, a healthy ecosystem, and a future for our children,
the human race will not survive. Thar's why protecting our environment is impor-
anc. If we have a healthy environment, we have healdhy children who can partici-
pate in and appreciate the arts.





[image: image6.png]Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
Face-to-face communication is better than other types of
communication, such as ltters, ¢-mail, or telephone calls.
Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.




[image: image7.png]T would have to agree that face-to-face communication is the best type of com-
‘munication. It can climinate misunderstandings immediately, cement relacionships,
and encourage continued interaction.

When you talk to someone directly, you can see right away if they donit under-
stand you. A personis body language will tell you i they disagree or if they don't
follow your line of chought. Then you can repear yourself or paraphrase your argu-
‘ment. When you send an e-mail, the receiver may misinterpret what you want to
say. He or she could even be insulted. Then you have to waste time explaining your-
self in another e-mail.

When you talk face t0 face, you communicate with more than words. You com-
‘municate with your cyes and your hands. You communicate with your whole body.
Peaple can sense that you really want to communicate with them. This energy
bonds people together. Your relationship with a person can grow much stronger
when you communicate in person.

‘When you meet someone face to face, the interaction tends to last longer than
other forms of communication. An e-mail lasts a seconds a telephone call, a few
minutes. When you meet someone face to face, however, you've both made an effore
1 be there. You will probably spend longer talking. The longer you talk, the more
You say. The more you say; the stronger your relacionship will be.

In summary, if you want to establish 2 relarionship with another human being,
the best way is alking face to face. When you communicate directly, you can avoid
‘misunderstandings that may occur in writing. You can communicate on levels other
than just words and you can spend more time doing it.





[image: image8.png]Some people like to ravel with a companion. Other people
prefer to travel alone. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your choice.




[image: image9.png]Traveling alone is the only way ro travel. If you

ke someone with you, you take
your home with you. When you travel alone, you meet new people, have new expe-
tiences, and learn more about yourself.

‘When | travel with a friend, | spend all my time with that friend. We do every-
thing together. When I travel alone, I spend my time looking for new friends. 1
meet other tourists or local people. We have coffee together or share a meal and we
become friends. It casier to meet new people when I travel alone.

When I travel with 2 friend, my routine is predictable. We follow the same sched-
ule that we do at home, When I travel alone, 1 adapt myself o the customs of the



……………………………………….

[image: image10.png]Many people enjoy going to work because they ke being with other people.
They like to interact ith their coworkers and client. They like to help people solve
problems or get a product, and they like to make fiends.

Peaple also enjoy their jobs because it gives them a chance to contribute to
sociery. Teachers educate our ficuse generations. Doctors and nurses heal people.
Manufacturers produce things that people need to use. Through work, each indi-
vidual is able to do his or her part in this world.

Aloof people like to work because i gives them a sense of accomplishment. For
example, people who work in factories take pride in the car they produce or the tele-
vision they assemble. When they sce a car on the street, they can feel a sense of
accomplishment. They helped make that car.

Money is ice, bu it is not the only reason people get up and go to work cach day.
Ibelieve tha people work because it gives them the opportunity to be with other
peapl, to contribute to sociery; and o feel that they have accomplished something.





[image: image11.png]Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports
or other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and cxamples
to support your answer.




[image: image12.png]Dangerous sports are interesting for most people to watch or read about. Only
certain kinds of people, howeer, are attacted to participating in these sports, Offcn
they are people who love risks, who seck a feeling of power, or who need a way to
deal with some personal problems.

Dangerous sports autsact isk takers. People often take risks in
take risks with their money, with their jobs, and in love, But these arc o
Nothing compares with the risk of putting your own life in danger. Risking onc’
life in a dangerous sport has a special thilltha i very artractive to some peaple.

'Dangerous sports attract people who want a feeling of power. It is a great accom-
plishment to climb a difficult mountain or to learn how to skydive. When people
do these things and stil end up alive, they fee lke they have conquered the forces
of navure. What a fecling of power that must give the

Finally, T think dangerous sports attract some unhappy people. People who dont
like their jobs or who have problems with their family may turn to dangerous sports
asaway of dealing with their problems. Learning how to do something difficult and
dangerous can make them feel worthwhile. It can give them something intercsting
o focus their attention on.

Dangerous sports can be attractive for several reasons. They can attract people
who like thrill, power, or who need a way o forget their problems. In my opinion,
however, dangerous sports are never worth the risk.





[image: image13.png]Learning about the past has no valuc for those of us living in the
present. Do you agree ot disagree? Use specific reasons and cxam-
ples to support your answer.




[image: image14.png]People often say, *Those who dort understand history will repeat the mistakes
of the past.” I toally disagree. I donft see any evidence that people have made smarc
decisions based on their knowledge of the past. To me, the present is what s impor-
ant. think that people, weather, and politcs desermine what happens, not the past.
People can change. People may have hated each other for years, but that doesn'c
mean they will continue to hate each other. Look at Turkey and Greece. When
Tarkey had an carthquake, Greece sent aid. When Greece had an carthquake,
Turkey sent aid. These two countries are cooperating now. No doubr, if we had
Iooked at the past, we would have believed this to be impossible. But people change.
“The weather can change. Farmers plant cerain erops because these crops have
always grown well i their felds. But there can be a long drought. The crops that
grew well in the past will die. The farmers need to try a drought-resistant crop. If
we had looked at the past, we wouldir have changed our crop. Weather changes.
Politcs can change. IF poiccians looked only at the past, they would ahvays do the
same thing, Ifwe looked at the pastin the United States, we would see a lot of dsceim-
ination against races, women, and sexual orientarion. On the whole, people now are
interested in human rights, and the goverment protects these ights. Politcs change.
Asa e, it is important to follow the mood of today. It docsn't help us to think.
about the past. People, the weather, and politics can change in any direction. The
direction of this change, in my opinion, cannor be predicted by studying the pas.





[image: image15.png]Do you agree or disagree that progress is always good?
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




[image: image16.png]Who would disagree with the statement “progress is good?” Without progress,
there would be no change. Without progress there would be no improvements in
our econom;, our sandard of living, or ou healdh,

Progress is required to keep the cconomy moving forward. Without progess,
new products wouldne be developed and new services wouldn' be created. We
would be living in the same way our grandparents and great grandparents lived and
workinga the same kind of jobs.

Progres s required o raisc our standard of living. Our homes today are more cffi-
cientand usefewer resources thanks to improvementin home construction techniques.
Our clothes are varmer and safer thanks t developments i textile manufacturing.
Our cducational system i better thanks to the use of modern computer technology:

Proges is required (o improve the health of the world's population. Widhout
progess, there would be no vaccines against errible discaseslike smallpox. Withoue
progress, we would have high infant morclity rates. Without proges, we would-
't have treatments for heare discase and cancer. Thanks to progress, our lives are
Tonger and healdhier

Progess is 2 nawural state. Without it, we would not evolve. Without i, our
economy, our standard of living, and our health would deceriorate. Who could deny
the necessity of progress?





[image: image17.png]Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain
why you think it has changed people’ lives.

* automobiles

« bicycles

« airplanes

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




[image: image18.png]‘An airplane is  form of wransportation that has changed people’ lives. Thanks to
che plane, our lives are now faster, more exciting, and more convenient than before.

You canot deny that a plane is fase. The Concorde flew at supersonic speed. A
businessperson could have efe Paris at 11:00 A.M. and arrived in New York at 8:00
the same morning in time for the day’s work. Many businesspeople in Europe fly to
London for a noon meeting and then reurn home to Rome or Madrid for dinner.

s always exciting to take a plane ip. When you travel by plane, you might
cross time zones, oceans, and many countrics. When you get off the plane, you
could be in a place where the people speak a different linguage. You are in 2 com-
plecely different place from where you swrted.

Nothing can beat the convenience of a plane. You can go anywhere at any time
you want. Other forms of transportation arc not s0 convenient. Boats, for example,
eave only on certain days of the weck and they can't go everywhere. Planes give
you the opion to leave several times a day and they take you very close to your final
destination.

‘Although other forms of transportation may be more comfortable, none has
changed the way we do business and live our lives more than the plane. Thanls to
the speed, excitement, and convenience of the plane, our lives are richer.





[image: image19.png]Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
Auending a live performance (for example, a play, concert,
o sporting event) is morc enjoyable than watching the same
event on television. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your opinion.





[image: image20.png]Some people think that attending  live pecformance s preferable to watching it
on television. I say, however, that if you have a good TV, i is much berter to watch
a performance thac way. It is much more convenient and comfortable, and it is
cheaper, too. 1 almost never attend a live performance of anything.



[image: image21.png]Itis much more convenient o stay home and watch a performance on TV. 1 don'c
have to go anywhere. T don' have to worry about leaving the house on time. T dont
have o worty about raffc or parking. T don' have to sand on line for a icker. 1
just curn on the televsion at the time the event begins,si back, and enjoy myself

Itis much more comfortable to watch a performance at home. I can wear any
clothes that T wan to. T know I will have 2 good seat with a good view. I can get up
and geca snack at any time. | can relax and enjoy mysclfin the comfort of my own
home.

Itis much cheaper to watch a performance on TV. I don't have to buy a ticker. I
don' have t© pay for parking or for dinner at a restaurant before the performance.
Talready own a TV, so watching a performance on it doesn' cost me anything. If it
wrns ouc I donie like the performance, T can just trn off the TV and go do some-
thing clc. | haven't lost any money; or much time cither.

Watching a performance on TV is so comfortable and convenient, I donit know
why people attend live performances. It much becter to enjoy them at home.




[image: image22.png]Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you

agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.



[image: image23.png]In some business cultures, it is the practice to hire workers when they are young
and employ them unil they retie. In other business cultures, companies hire
people to do a job and then fire them when they are not needed. I agtee with the
Iatter posicion. In today’s economs it is not important to hire employees for their
enire lives. The imporsant considerasions for companies are an employes perfor-
mance, speed, and ability to change. Loyalty is nor a consideration.

Today there is ot of competicion so we need o hire workers who can perform
their jobs well. We need to find skilled workers who can do 4 job without a lot of
extra training. We need to match the job to the worker, and if the job changes, we
change the worker.

Because of compeition, we also need to be able to produce our goods and ser-
vices quickly. We need young peaple who are aggessive and will push themselves to
do cheir job faster. We nced young people who are willing to work long hours.

Tn order t0 compete, we have t0 be able to change to meet the changing demands
of the market. By changing our workforce frequently we can bring in new ideas. By
hiring young workers, we get fresh points of view.

Although a feeling of loyalty bervween a company and its workers is a noble idea,
it is not practical today. A company needs to keep up with the changing forces of
the economy. In order 10 be able to do ths, it needs to be able to change its work-
force as necessary.





[image: image24.png]You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy
cither a picce of jewelry you like or tickets to a concert you want
to attend. Which would you buy? Use specific reasons and details

10 support your answer.



[image: image25.png]‘The choice between spending money on tickets to a concert or spending money
on jewelry is an easy one. Given this choice, | would buy jewelry. The reasons are
obvious. Jewelry is an investment, it is permanent, and it i fashionable.

Jewelry is a very good investment. It is a good idea for cveryonc to own some gold
jewelry because its value increases every year. In addition, if you have a financial
problem, you can always sell your jewelry to get the money you need. You could not
sell your used concert ticket.




[image: image26.png]Jeweley, unless you sell it is permanent. You always have it to wear. Each time
you put it o, you will remember the day you bought it. I will give you pleasure
for years and years. You could ot wear the ticket seub from the concert.

Jewelry is very fushionable. I would feel very smart wearing a beautiful gold
bracelee or diamond pin. People would comment and tell me how much they love
my jewelry. They would compliment me on my good taste.

Twould feel very rich with my jewelry. [ would have a good investment thar is
permanent and fashionable. Then, when someone invites me to a concert (and pays
for my ticket), I will have something beautiful to wear.




[image: image27.png]Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it, or is it better
t0 save your money for some time in the future? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.



[image: image28.png]When I have 2 choice berween spending money or puting it in my savings
account ar the bank, 1 always put it in the bank, 1 will have a lot of expenses in the
future, like my education, travel, and unforescen emergencis. T need to set money
aside for these expenses.

Education is expensive. I cant depend on my parents to pay all my bill. I have
tition, room and board, baoks, nd incidental expenses to pay for. My
parents help me, but T hase to pay part of ic. I I spend my money now, I won't be
able to pay for my education.

Travel is also very expensive. 1 don't mean vacation travel. | mean travel 10 and.
from school, because my school is far from home. First | have to get o school, then,
of course, | want to recurn o my family for important fescvals and family occa-

5. T need to save money for these trips.

Emergencies could arrive at any moment. I might have an unexpected illness
while I am at school. One of my family members may need help and I will have
0 send them money. You can't predict emergencies ke these, but you can be
prepared. I need to save money for these emergencics.

When you are not rich, you cannot spend your money carclessly. You must plan
ahead. 1 know I will have expenses for my schooling and for traveling to and from
home. 1 know thae I will also have unexpected expenses from time to time.
1 must be prepared. 1 need to save money for these events.





[image: image29.png]Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a
number of times throughout their lives, looking for a better job,
house, community, or even climate. Which do you prefer: staying
in one place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons
and specific examples 1o support your opinion.




[image: image30.png]Even though 1 have lived in the same house, in the same neighborhood, in the
same city my entie life, 1 know T would be happy living in a variety of places.
Moving would expose me to new people, new weather, and new housing

Even if I moved to another part of my own city 1 would encounter new people.
Each neighborhood has a distinct personality. If | moved to  new neighborhood, [
would meet the shopkeepers and tesidents that shape that neighborhood personaliy.
Tewould be a new experience for me and T could become part of 2 new communicy.

I want to experience a different kind of climate, I would have to move far from
my city. Where [ live now, it is the same temperature all year. T would like to go to
a phce where there are four seasons so I can experience really cold weather.
Twould like to walk in the snow and learn winter sports such as skiing.

Now 1 live with my pacents in their house. It i a one-story house built around a
courtyard where we spend a lot of time. I could move to a different kind of house,
T would like to live in an apartment on a very high floor so I could see all around





[image: image31.png]‘me. I could also meet my neighbors on the clevator and we could get together for
coffee in my aparumen.

The more I moved the more I would experience change. I would meet new people.
in every place I lived: T could move to sample countries with four seasons or even 2
continent like Antarctica, which only has two. Wherever I lived, 1 would experience
living in housing particular o that area. T would then be a cidizen of the world,
wouldn't I2 Could you call me a forcigner if I called everyplace my home?




[image: image32.png]Tt has recently been announced that a new high school may be
built in your neighborhood. Do you support o oppose this plan?
Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer.




[image: image33.png]Toppose having a new high school built in my neighborhood. T don't think there:
is a real need for one. I think it would cause traffic problems in our arca, and it
would mean that we would lose the use of our beauiful neighborhood park. I don't
think a high school would be of any benefit o us a al.

Firsc ofall, there are very few tecnagers in our neighborhood. Most of the resic
dents here arc cither reired or are young couples with babies and small children.
‘This means that most of the high school students would come from other parts of
town, but that the mjoriy of the people who live here would not benefic

Second, 2 high school would cause a lot of traffic. Most of the students would
live 100 far away 1 walk 10 school, so they would come by car or school bus. Tn
addition to the traffic on regular school days, there would be even more traffic after
school and on weekends for sports evens, school drama productions, and other
school activities. This would disrupt the quiet life style of our neighborhood.

Finally, everyone in the neighborhood would be upset by the loss of the park,
which is the site that has been sected for the high school. Parents take their small
children to the park every day to play. Older people like to walk there in the
evenings afr dinner. On weckends, people enjoy having picnics and playing games
in the park. We would be sorry o lose our neighborhood park.

Our town may need a new high school, but our neighborhood s not the right
place for it. We dont want our quict lifesyle disrupted, and most people in this area
have no need for a high school, anyway.





[image: image34.png]Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged)
by human activity. Others feel that human activity makes che
Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? Use specific
ressons and examples to support your answer.




[image: image35.png]“The quality of human lfe has improved gready over the past few centurics, but
Earth is being harmed more and more by human accivity. As we develop our tech-
nology, we use more and more natural resources and cause more and more pollu-
tion. As our population grows, we destroy more and more natural areas in order o
expand towns and cities. The Earth i being harmed, and this harms people as wel.

We often act as if we have unlimited natural resources, bu his isnt true. If we
cut down t00 many trees to build houses and make paper, not all the trees will grow
back. If we catch too many fish, che fish population will get smaller and smaller. If
wearenie careful about how we use our natural resources, we will lose many of them.
We are already losing some.

‘We donit seem to pay artention to the amount of pollution human activity can
cause. Our cars pollute the air. Our factories pollute both the air and the water, We
chrow our waste into rivers and streams. We act as if the air and water can clean
chemselves up, but they can'.

As urban populations grow,the citics grov t00, taking aver more and more land.
New houses, stores, and office buildings are builc all the time. Land dhat was once
forestor farms is now parking lots and aparument buildings. We scem to act s if we
have unlimited land, but we don'. We need to plan more carefully so chat we use
our limited land in the best way possible.

People need to respect the Farth and try o presere ic. If we don', we will lose
allthe narural fesources that we depend on for lie. Then what will happen?





[image: image36.png]Essay Topic 78

s it more important to be able to work with a group of people on 2 team or to
work independently? Use reasons and specific exampls to support your answer.





_1366565588

