RELATIVE PRONOUNS

Basically, the formula of “Relative Pronoun” is so simple:

1. Who + verb …………………………………………………………… (it’s for people)

2. Whom + I / you / we /they ………………………………………. (it’s also for people)

3. That or Which + verb or pronoun ……………………………… (it’s for both people and things). “Which” is also often followed by: “is / was” or “are / were” or “has / had”

4. Where + I / you / we / they ………………………………………. (to refer a place)

5. Whose + possession

Example:


1. The woman who works in that drugstore is my girlfriend.

2. I know a bookstore where you can buy your favorite book.

3. The woman whose daughter is a doctor died yesterday.

4. My uncle, whom you met the other day, has recently written a book on Indian Art.

5. The book that I borrow from you was lost!

	I. Choose one of the following relative pronouns who, which or whose from the dropdown menu

	

	1) I talked to the girl     …………………………. car had broken down in front of the shop.

2) Mr Richards,     ……………………… is a taxi driver, lives on the corner.

3) We often visit our aunt in Norwich     ………………………. is in East Anglia.

4) This is the girl     …………………………. comes from Spain.

5) That's Peter, the boy      ………………………… has just arrived at the airport.

6) Thank you very much for your e-mail      ………………………….. was very interesting.

7) The man,      ……………………… father is a professor, forgot his umbrella.

8) The children,     …………………………. shouted in the street, are not from our school.

9) The car,     ……………………….. driver is a young man, is from Ireland.

10) What did you do with the money     …………………………. your mother lent you?



	II. Put in the relative who, which or whose where necessary. Type an x if the relative pronoun can be left out. 

	

	1) This is the boy ………………………. had an accident.

2) Yesterday I saw a car …………………………. was really old.

3) Mandy is the girl ……………………. I met on Friday.

4) I haven't seen Frank, ……………………….. brother is five, for a long time now.

5) The robber stole the car …………………….. the lady parked in front of the supermarket.

6) This is the man ………………………… house is on fire.

7) Can I talk to the girl …………………. is sitting on the bench?

8) The book …………………… you gave me is great.

9) She likes hamburgers ……………………….. are hot.

10) Bill Clinton, ………………………… was President of the USA, has only one daughter.



	


Top of Form

III, Choose the correct relative pronoun (who, which, whose).

1. This is the bank ……………………….. was robbed yesterday.

2. A boy ………………………. sister is in my class was in the bank at that time.

3. The man ……………………. robbed the bank had two pistols.

4. He wore a mask ………………………….. made him look like Mickey Mouse.

5. He came with a friend ………………………… waited outside in the car.

6. The woman ……………………… gave him the money was young.

7. The bag …………………… contained the money was yellow.

8. The people ……………………. were in the bank were very frightened.

9. A man ……………………. mobile was ringing did not know what to do.

10. A woman ……………….. daughter was crying tried to calm her.

11. The car ……………………. the bank robbers escaped in was orange.

12. The robber ……………….. mask was obviously too big didn't drive.

13. The man ……………….. drove the car was nervous.

14. He didn't wait at the traffic lights ……………… were red.

15. A police officer …………………. car was parked at the next corner stopped and arrested them.
IV, Test your understanding of relative pronouns with this grammar exercise.
1. Everybody likes boys …………………………………. speak the truth. 

( who / whom / which )

2. He ………………………does his best shall win. ( whom / who / which)

3. I know ………………………………. you mean. ( that/  what / which)

4. I do know the boy …………………………….. won the first prize. ( who / which / whom)

5. You must give away ……………………………… you don’t need. ( that / what / which )

6. You get ……………………………… you deserve. ( what / which / that)

7. Where is the book ……………………………… I gave you. ( which / what / which or that)

8. Is this the street ……………………………….. leads to the station? ( that / what / that or which )

9. Listen to …………………………………… I say. ( what/  that / which)

10. He ……………………………………. is merciful shall get mercy. ( who / which / who or thatBottom of Form
V. Decide whether to use who or which.

1. The people ……………… built Stonehenge lived several thousand years ago.

2. The huge stones ………….. are more than 6 metres high weigh about 45 tons.

3. The smaller stones weigh about 4 tons and are from an area in Wales ………………… is 400 kilometres away from Stonehenge.

4. As Stonehenge lies in a large field, tourists ……………… come to this place can already see the stones from a distance.

5. Everybody …………………. has visited Stonehenge says that it is very impressive.
VI. Combine the sentences using a relative clause. Use relative pronouns only where necessary. Note that you have to use commas in some of the sentences.

A holiday in Scotland

1. We spent our holiday in Scotland last year. Scotland is in the north of Great Britain.
Last year we ________________________________________________________________________
2. People live in Scotland. They are called Scots.
The people _____________________________________________________________________________
3. We first went to Edinburgh. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland.
We first _______________________________________________________________________________
4. Arthur Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh. He wrote the Sherlock Holmes stories.
Arthur Conan Doyle …………………………………………………………………………………………………….
5. Then we visited a lake. It is in the Highlands.
The lake _____________________________________________________________________________
6. Loch Ness is 37 km long. People know it for its friendly monster.
Loch Ness ___________________________________________________________________________
7. There we met an old man. He told us that he had seen Nessie.
An old man __________________________________________________________________________
8. We then travelled to a mountain. The mountain is near the town of Fort William.
We then _____________________________________________________________________________
9. The mountain is the highest mountain in Great Britain. It is called Ben Nevis.
The mountain ________________________________________________________________________
10. I sent you a postcard. It was written on the summit of Ben Nevis.
The postcard _________________________________________________________________________
VII. Join the following sentences to make one sentence using a relative pronoun when necessary.

11. If the relative pronoun is unnecessary, put it in brackets. You may sometimes have to change the word order or change 'a' into 'the'.

12. There's the boy. He broke the window.                                            _____________________________________
13. The film star gave a party. It cost $10,000.                                     ______________________________________
14. That's the palace. The Queen lives in it.                                          ______________________________________

15. You met a man at the party. He is a famous film star. ( The man..._____________________________________

16. My friend came to the party. He's a policeman.                              ______________________________________

17. There are the policemen. They caught the thief.                             _____________________________________

18. What's the name of the lady? She was wearing the blue dress.   ​________ _______________________________

19. I gave her a watch. It stopped after two days.                             ________ _______________________________

20. My car was very expensive. It's a Mercedes.                             _________ _______________________________

21. You're reading a book. I wanted to read it.                               ______       _______________________________

22. The Red Lion is a pub. We met in it for a drink.                             _______________________________

23. There's someone at the door. He wants to speak to George.  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________

24. Here are the letters. They arrived this morning.                     _______________________________________
25. I met Mr Da Silva. He is President of Brazil.                         __________________________________________

26. It's very spicy food. I don't like it.                                          ___________________________________________

27. That's the house. I was born in it.                                           ___________________________________________

28. That's the dictionary. Bill gave it to me for Christmas.         ___________________________________________

29. Where is the lady? She ordered fish.                                     ___________________________________________

30. Those are the cars. They only take unleaded petrol.              ___________________________________________

31. The children went to New York. They speak English.          ___________________________________________

32. Do you know the children? They live in that house.             ___________________________________________

33. Do you like the people. Sarah invited them to her party.      ___________________________________________

34. The clothes come from C&A. They are good quality.          ___________________________________________

VIII. Combine the sentences into one single sentence using relative clauses. Use pronouns instead of nouns where it sounds

better. There may be more than one possibility.

1 My flat is in an old part of the city. It was built in the 1920s.

___________________________________________________________________________________
2 There are lots of bars and restaurants in the neighbourhood. I live in the neighbourhood.

___________________________________________________________________________________
3 My neighbour comes from Ecuador. He works on the fruit farms around the city.

___________________________________________________________________________________
4 The neighbour makes a lot of noise walking around. His flat is above mine.

___________________________________________________________________________________
5 The traffic is also very noisy. It passes my flat.

___________________________________________________________________________________
6 The local market sells excellent local produce. It is a two-minute walk from my flat.

___________________________________________________________________________________
7 In my study there are doors leading to a balcony. The balcony overlooks the street. You can see a long way in both directions from my balcony.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8 The price of flats in this area has risen a great deal since 1998. I bought my flat in 1998. This means I could make money if I sold my flat.

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
9 The government carried out a census. According to the census there are more people moving into the area. This makes me think that the council should invest more money here.

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
10 I once wanted to apply for a property grant, so I rang the council and spoke to a woman. She told me that I should go to the local council offices. I could pick up an application form at the local council offices. I should fill in the application form and return it as soon as possible.

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

IX. Relative clauses gapfill exercise

1. The books, ……………..  I'd ordered over the internet, took nearly three weeks to arrive.

2.  The books ……………..  I'd ordered from a bookshop arrived the following week.

3. My parents, ……………  were born in the north of England, moved to London to find work.

4. The man ……………..  lives upstairs is always playing music when I'm trying to get to sleep.

5. The building …………  I live in was built in the 1920s.

6. The building …………………. I live was built in the 1920s.

7. The car's making a funny noise again, …………….  means we'll have to get someone to look at it.

8. The employee to ………………  you refer is no longer working for this company.

9. Do you remember the name of the man ………………car you crashed into?

10. Have you any idea ………………  they were arguing about?

11. Have you any idea ……………….  they were arguing?

12. The hotel…………………  we stayed was very good for the price. 
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