How do you use almost?


ALMOST OFTEN MEANS "A LITTLE LESS THAN...":
Here are some examples:
1. John's a big guy. He weighs almost 80 kilogrammes. 
QUESTION: About how much does John weigh?

2. Hi, Mary. Is this your daughter? She's almost as tall as you.
QUESTION: Is Mary's daughter taller than, shorter than, or the same height as Mary?

3. He's been sick for almost a week.
QUESTION: Has he been sick for a full seven days?
ANSWERS:

4. John probably weighs 77, 78 or 79 kilogrammes.

5. Mary's daughter is probably just a few centimetres shorter than her mother.

6. No. He's probably been sick for 4 or 5 days.

Note:
In all the above cases, nearly could replace almost.



SUBJECT + ALMOST + VERB:
Look at these examples:

· My brother was such a good swimmer that he was almost picked for the Olympics.

· The knife slipped as I was slicing the onions, and I almost cut myself.

· The roads were really icy this morning. At one point, I almost skidded off the road.
Again, in all these examples, almost could be replaced by nearly. My brother wasn't picked for the Olympics, I didn't cut myself, I didn't skid off the road but, it was a ƒMƒŠƒMƒŠ thing.

With some verbs, I almost... means something like I wanted to, but I didn't:
· I almost hit him when he said I was fat.

· John almost cried when he read Mary's goodbye message.


ALMOST + ALL, EVERY, ANY:
Almost can be used with words like all, every, everyone, any, anything, anywhere etc:

· Almost everyone I know is coming to the party next week.

· Almost all of our students cycle to school.

· Clothes, furniture, musical instruments, exotic food items - you can buy almost anything at Harrods.
*Note:
You cannot usually use a noun straight after almost. Therefore, you cannot say: Almost Japanese eat rice at least twice a day. Instead, you would have to say something like:

· Almost everyone in Japan eats rice at least twice a day.

· Most Japanese people eat rice at least twice a day.
One of the few cases where you could use almost + noun would be in a sentence like:

· You know, our son is growing up now. He's almost a man.
(In other words: he will soon be a man).



ALMOST + ADJECTIVE:
Almost will sound strange with many adjectives. For example, you wouldn't say almost good, almost small, almost beautiful. However, almost can collocate with adjectives like these:

· My grandfather's almost blind / deaf / bald.

· The baby's almost almost asleep / awake.
You can also use almost with some 'extreme adjectives' like perfect, priceless, impossible, inevitable, certain:
· Who's that girl who sang the last aria? She was almost perfect.

· This painting is worth hundreds of thousands of pounds - it's almost priceless.

· You can buy processed cheese in this town but it's almost impossible to get real cheese.

· It's almost inevitable that he'll be the next president.
(Or alternatively: He'll almost inevitably be the next president).
· He's almost certain to pass his driving test this time.
(Or alternatively: He'll almost certainly pass his driving test this time).


Sau đây là một số từ rất quen thuộc nhưng không phải người học tiếng Anh nào cũng có thể phân biệt được sự khác nhau và cách sử dụng của chúng. Hi vọng phần giải thích sau có thế giúp Bạn hiểu rõ hơn về chúng.
1. Most + N (đi với danh từ không xác định ) = hầu hết

Ví dụ:
- Most Vietnamese people understand English. (đúng)
- Most of Vietnamese people understand English. ( sai)
- Most students passed the test.
- Most people like tea.
2. MOST OF + the/these/those/my/his... + N = hầu hết, phần lớn trong số
* Lưu ý: ta dùng most of với một danh từ xác định, thường được đứng trước bởi những từ chỉ định như trên.

Ví dụ:
- Most of my friends live abroad.
-She has eaten most of that cake.
3. ALMOST (nghĩa là hầu hết, gần như):  là một trạng từ, nghĩa là nó sẽ bổ nghĩa cho động từ, tính từ hoặc một trạng từ khác.

Almost thường đi với: Anybody, anything, no one, nobody, all, everybody, every.

Ví dụ:
- Almost all Vietnamese (people) eat rice.
* Không dùng: Almost students, almost people phải dùng most.
4. THE MOST + adj/adv: dùng ở So sánh nhất =...nhất. The most thường dùng với tính từ hoặc trạng từ chỉ thể cách. Bản thân nói cũng là dạng so sánh nhất của much.

Ex: Who has the most money in the world?
Who is the most beautiful woman in the world?
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