English 12 Exercise


TENSES

 Simple pas, pas progressive, present perfect, present perfect progressive or past perfect:

1. Detective: I’m afraid I must ask you both what you (do) ……………………..yesterday at 10.30 p.m.?

Mr. X: I (play) ……………………….chess with my wife.

Mr. Y: I (listen) ……………………………to a play on the radio.

2. I (make) ……………………a cake when the light went out. I (have) ………………………to finish it the dark.

3. I didn’t want to meet Paul so when he entered the room I (leave) ………………………

4. He (watch) ………………….TV when the phone rang. He (turn) ……………….the sound and (go) ………………………..to answer it.

5. While I (swim) ………………….someone (steal) …………………….clothes and I (have) ……………………….to walk home in my swimming suit.
6. He (say) ……………………that he (build) …………………………the house himself and that he (think) …………………………..it would be ready in two years.

7. By the end of last year, he (write) ………………………….two novels.
8. The children (play) ………………………….football in the yard at 5 p.m. yesterday.
9. Her daughter (prepare) ………………………….dinner before she (go) ………………………..home last night.
10. I (write) ……………………..a letter but I can’t find a stamp.
11. How long that monument (be) ……………………….there?

12. She (say) ……………………that she would phone me this morning, but it is now 12.30 and she (not/phone) …………………………….yet.

13. You (meet) …………………………..my brother at the lecture yesterday?
14. How long you (wait) …………………………for me? - I (wait) ………………………….about half an hour.

15. It (rain) ……………………..for two days now. There will be a flood soon.

16. We (argue) ……………………..about this for two hour now. Perhaps we should stop.
17. You (drive) …………………………..all day. Let me drive now.
18. The film already (begin) ………………………before we (arrive) ……………………..last night.
19. By the time he left the office, he (attend) …………………….three meeting.
20. At this time last year he (visit) …………………………France.
Find the error in these sentences:
1. I am studying here since last month.

2. I want to get married but I don’t meet the right person yet.

3. I see that movie three times, and I want to see it again.
4. Last night I had dinner with two friends. I knew both of them for a long time.

5. I am not like my job at the restaurant and my brother wants me to change it.
6. So far this week, the teachers are giving us a lot of homework.
7. My mother makes sausage rolls for the party all the morning.
8. He hasn’t stopped eating since he arrives.
9. She stops all day and she hasn’t a penny left.
10. When I last saw her she hurried along the road to the station.

Choose the best answers:

1. I ‘ve been in this city for a long time. I ………………….here sixteen years ago.

a. have come
b. was coming
c. came
d. had come
2. “Hello, Alice. This is Jeff. How are you?”
“Jeff. What a coincidence! I ………………………about you when the phone rang.


a. was just thinking
b. just thought
c. have just been thinking  d. was just thought

3. “When is Mr. Fields planning to retire?” – “Soon, I think. He ……………………..here for a long time. He’ll probably retire either next year or the year after that.”

a. worked
b. had been working
c. has been working
d. is working

4. While I was watching TV last night, a mouse ……………………..across the floor.


a. ran
b. runs
c. was running
d. is running

5. Fish were among the earliest forms of life. Fish …………………….on earth for ages and ages.

a. existed
b. exist
c. have existed
d. are existing

6. The phone ………………….constantly since Jack announced his candidacy for president this morning.

a. has been ringing
b. rang
c. had rung
d. had been ringing
7. In the last two decades, space exploration …………………..great contribution to weather forecasting.

a. is making
b. has made
c. made
d. makes

8. On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong …………………..down onto the moon, the first person ever to set foot on another body.


a. was stepping
b. stepped
c. has stepped
d. was step

9. “When are you going to ask your boss for a raise?” – “………………..to her twice already! I don’t think she wants to give me one.”

a. I’ve talked
b. I’ve been talking
c. I was talking
d. I’d talked

10. “Paul, could you please turn off the stove? The potatoes ……………………for at least thirty minutes.”

a. are boiling
b. boiled
c. have been boiling
d. were boiling
11. The Chinese ………………….spaghetti dishes for a long time before Marco Polo ………………..it back to Italy.


a. have been making / bring   b. had made / brought       c. make / brings
d. made / bought

12. My family loves this house. It ………………….the family home ever since my grandfather …………… it 60 years ago.


a. was / builds
b. had been / built
c. has been / was building
          d. has been / built

13. A minor earthquake occurred at 2:07 a.m. on January 3. most of the people in the village ………………..at the time and didn’t even know it had occurred until the next morning.

a. slept
b. had slept
c. were sleeping
d. sleep

14. Jim, why don’t you take some time off? You ………………..too hard lately. 

a. work
b. worked
c. were working
d. have been working

15. The little girl started to cry. She ……………………her doll, and no one was able to find it for her.

a. has lost
b. had lost
c. was losing
d. was lost

16. Jane’s eyes burned and her shoulders ached. She …………………….at the computer for five straight hours. Finally she took a break.

a. is sitting
b. was sitting
c. had been sitting
d. has been sitting

17. She …………………….her back while she ………………….volleyball last week.

a. hurt / was playing
b. had hurt / played
c. hurt / played
d. hurt / had been playing

18. By the time Dick went to bed, he ……………….a full day and was ready for sleep.

a. had 
b. had had
c. has had
d. was having

19. After he ………………..eating, he …………………a short walk in the park.


a. had finished / had taken       b. finished / took
c. had finished / took
d. finished / was taking

20. He ……………., …………………., and then ………………….a light breakfast.


a. shaved / showered / made
b. shaved / was showering / made


c. was shaving / was showering / was making
d. had shaved / showered / was making

21. The apartment was hot when I got home, so I …………………..on the air conditioner.


a. turn
b. turned
c. had turned
d. was turning

22. They ………………….. married since last summer.


A. married
b. have been married
c. were marrying
d. had married

23. I can’t swallow another bite. I ……………………too much.


a. already eat
b. had already eaten
c. already have eaten
d. have already eaten

24. Mark ……………….a trip to Asia last October. 


a. takes
b. took
c. has taken
d. had taken

25. He ……………….many trips to Asia since he started his own import – export business.


a. has taken
b. had taken
c. took
d. was taking

26. I ……………..my car. That’s why my hands are so dirty.


a. had greased
b. have greased
c. was greasing
d. have been greasing

27. My father …………………..in garden all the afternoon.


a. works
b. had worked
c. has been working
d. was working

28. I ……………..in very last night and unfortunately the dog ………………up.


a. come / wakes               b. came / woke           c. was coming / woke
d. had come / had woke
29. Would you like some coffee?  I ………………….some.


a. have made just
b. had just made
c. just made
d. have just made

30. Before my sister ………………abroad last year, she ………………the English course.


a. went / finished     b. had gone / finished        c. went / had finished       d. was going / had finished  
Put the verbs in the correct forms:
1. It’s 6 p.m. Mary is at home. She (have) ………………………dinner. She always (have) …………………………..dinner with her family around 6 o’clock.

2. Jong (speak) ……………………………Chinese. Chinese is his native language, but right now he (speak) ………………………..English.
3. While I (walk) ………………………to class yesterday morning, I (see) ………………………Joan.
4. Jack moved to Hong Kong after he graduated from the university. Jack (be) ……………………………in Hong Kong since he (graduate) ……………………….
5. My cousin and I (watch) ………………………….a movie on TV last night when my brother (come) ………………………………..

6. My mother called me around five o’clock. My husband came home a little after that. When he (come) …………………………..home, I (talk) ……………………..to my mother on the phone.
7. Yesterday afternoon, I (go) …………………….to visit the Smiths. When I (get) ……………………….there around two o’clock, Mrs Smith (be) ………………………..in the yard. She (plant) ……………………….flowers in her garden. Mr. Smith (be) …………………………..in the garage. He (work) ………………….on their car. The children (play) ………………………in the front yard.
8. Yesterday I (go) ……………………….to my friend’s birthday party. I (be / never) ………………………to a party before.
9. I (not / see) ……………………him for three years. I wonder where he is.
10. I can’t go out because I (not/finish) ……………………….my work yet.
11. Look! The train (come) …………………….
12. He (go) …………………..out ten minutes ago.

13. You (see) …………………….the moon last night?

14. How long you (know) …………………….your new assistant?
15. He (serve) …………………….in the First World War.

16. He (lose) ………………………….his job last month and since then he (be) ………………….out of work.
17. She (have) ……………………her photograph taken tomorrow.
18. The committee (meet) ………………….next week.

19. I am sure that I (recognize) ……………………….him.
20. What she (have) …………………….for breakfast usually?
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