FCE Use of English part 2

Difficulty level: B2 /Upper Intermediate

This free FCE Use of English Practice Test helps with the grammar and structure points that you need to master for the FCE.

The Goulburn Valley

The Goulburn Valley is situated in the south-east corner of the Australian continent, in the state of Victoria. Because [image: image1.wmf]

of
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the introduction of irrigation over a century ago, primary industry flourished, resulting in [image: image3.wmf]

a
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multitude of orchards [image: image5.wmf]

and
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market gardens. After World War II, migrants flocked to the area in search of work on the farms, and in [image: image7.wmf]

many
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cases, establishing a property of their own.

Unfortunately, the region [image: image9.wmf]

has
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taken a turn for the worse over the past decade. The irrigation water that was [image: image11.wmf]

once
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plentiful has now been rationed, and many farmers have been forced [image: image13.wmf]

off
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the land. The main source of water [image: image15.wmf]

is
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from the Goulburn River, with several reservoirs located along its stretch to the mighty Murray River. Dam capacities have fallen to dangerous levels, resulting in some farmers having [image: image17.wmf]

an
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inadequate supply of irrigation water.

[image: image19.wmf]

Despite
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the recent hardships, some farmers have continued to eke an existence out of the land. Many have become [image: image21.wmf]

more
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ingenious, devising new ways to utilize water plus finding special niches to service the ever-changing urban needs. Perhaps the Goulburn Valley can return to its prosperous times [image: image23.wmf]

soon
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.

FCE Use of English part 3

This free FCE Use of English Practice Test helps with the word formation and vocabulary that you need to master for the FCE. 

Read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line.

Agriculture in Australia

Traditionally, Australia was [image: image25.wmf]

famous
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for producing wheat and

FAME

wool, but times have changed in [image: image27.wmf]

recent
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years, with many 

RECENTLY

farmers [image: image29.wmf]

electing
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to be more diverse in their 

ELECT

crop and livestock range. It is now quite common to see farms

 

with more exotic fruit and vegetables. Farmers are [image: image31.wmf]

unlikely
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to 

LIKE

sell their produce locally nowadays, but rather to the factories in

 

the cities. As a result, farms are now large-scale [image: image33.wmf]

producers
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PRODUCE

where thousands of tonnes of crops are [image: image35.wmf]

cultivated
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CULTIVATE

Another aspect that is different nowadays is [image: image37.wmf]

irrigation
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. In the

IRRIGATE

past, farmers would just flood the fields but now it is common to see

 

sprinkler [image: image39.wmf]

systems
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everywhere. This means that more water

SYSTEMATIC

is [image: image41.wmf]

conserved
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, which has been helpful with the drought that

CONSERVATION

has severely impacted the [image: image43.wmf]

majority
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of the farms in the

MAJOR

[image: image45.wmf]

southern
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states of the country.

SOUTH

Hopefully, the [image: image47.wmf]

creativity
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the farmers have shown in recent

CREATE

times will continue.
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