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Speaking - Sample Interview 

PART 1  

3 minutes (5 minutes for groups of three) 
 

Good morning/afternoon/evening. My name is ………… and this is my colleague ………… .  

And your names are?  

Can I have your mark sheets, please?  

Thank you.  

First of all we’d like to know something about you.  

 Where are you from (Candidate A)?  

 And you (Candidate B)?  

 What do you like about living (here / name of candidate’s home town)?  

 And what about you (Candidate A/B)? 
 
 
Select one or more questions from any of the following categories, as appropriate.  

Likes and dislikes  

 Do you prefer to spend time on your own or with other people? …… (Why?)  

 Do you like cooking? …… (What sort of things do you cook?)  

 What’s your favourite food? …… (Why do you like it?)  

 Do you like going to parties? …… (Tell us about a good party you’ve been to.)  

 Tell us about a day you’ve really enjoyed recently.  

Education and Work  

 Do you find it easy to study where you live? …… (Why? / Why not?)  

 Is there something new you’d really like to learn about? …… (Why?)  

 Are you happier doing mental or physical work? …… (Why?)  

 Do you prefer working on your own or with other people? …… (Why?)  

 What kind of work would you really like to do in the future? …… (Why?)  

Free Time  

 Who do you spend your free time with? …… (What sort of things do you do together?)  

 How much time do you spend at home? …… (What do you enjoy doing?)  

 What sort of music do you listen to? …… (Why do you enjoy it?)  

 Do you ever go to concerts? …… (What kind of concerts do you enjoy?)..... (What do you like about 
them?)  
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 Where do you like listening to music? …… (Why?)  

 Does anyone you know have an interesting hobby? …… (What does he/she do?)  

 Have you got any plans for this weekend? …… (What are you going to do?)  

Holidays and Travel  

 Which area of your country would you like to get to know better? …… (Why?)  

 What’s the most interesting place you’ve visited near here? …… (Tell us about it.)  

 Have you ever used your English on holiday? …… (Where were you?) …… (What did you use it for?)  

 Do you like to plan your holidays carefully or do you prefer to just go? …… (Why?)  

 Where would you really like to go on holiday in the future? …… (Why?)  

Media  

 How much TV do you watch in a week? ….. (Would you prefer to watch more TV than that or less?) ….. 
(Why?)  

 Tell us about a TV programme you’ve seen recently.  

 Do you have a favourite newspaper or magazine? ..... (Why do you like it?)  

 Do you use the Internet to learn new things? ..... (What sort of things do you look for?)  

PART 2  

4 minutes (8 minutes for groups of three)  

Interlocutor: 
In this part of the test, I'm going to give each of you two photographs. I'd like you to talk about your 
photographs on your own for about a minute, and also to answer a short question about your partner's 
photographs.  

(Candidate A), it's your turn first. Here are your photographs. They show people making music in different 
ways.  
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I'd like you to compare the photographs, and say why you think the music is important to the different 
groups of people.  

.......................  

Thank you.  

(Candidate B), which type of music would you prefer to listen to?  

.......................  

Thank you  

Now, (Candidate B), here are your photographs. They show people of different ages on educational 
visits.  
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I'd like you to compare the photographs, and say what you think the people will learn on their visits.  

......................  

(Candidate A), which of these things would you like to learn about?  

.....................  

Thank you.  

PARTS 3 and 4  

7 minutes (9 minutes for groups of three)  

Part 3  
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Interlocutor: 
Now, I’d like you to talk about something together for about three minutes. 
(4 minutes for groups of three)  

I’d like you to imagine that a local cafe wants to attract more people. Here are some of the 
suggestions they are considering.  

 

First, talk to each other about how successful these suggestions might be. Then decide which two 
would attract most people.  

………………………………………………………..  

Thank you.  

Part 4  

Interlocutor:  

Select any of the following questions, as appropriate:  

 Would you like to spend time in a café like this? 
…… (Why? / Why not?)  

 Would you like to work in a cafe? 
…… (Why? / Why not?)  

 What sort of restaurants are most popular with visitors in your country?  
……(Why?)  

 What sort of things do people complain about in cafés and restaurants?  

 Young people usually go to different places to relax than older people. Why do you think that is?  

 Some people say that going out to relax is a waste of time and money. Do you agree? …… (Why? / 
Why not?)  
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Thank you. That is the end of the test.  
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