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L3I NOI PAU

Hién nay, trong mdng nghién cifu, bién soan thanh ngi, tuc
ngl ti€ng Anh méi chi ¢é cdc sich Anh - Viét 13 tuong d6i phong
phd, con hdu nhu chua cé cuén Viét - Anh nao 1a ddy di va cé do
chinh xdc cao. Trong khi d, mét cudn Thanh ngit, Tuc ngit, Ca dao
Viét - Anh la rat cin thi€t. N6 1am cho ngudi dung séch tiét kiém
duge nhicu thoi gian va cong stic méi khi muén tim mét thanh ngiy
hay tuc ngi tuong duong trong ti€ng Anh. D¢ tai nay sé gitip ngudi
hoc tiéng Anh ¢6 vén tir vung phong ph, thé hién ¥ tudng clia minh
mot cach béng bay, giau hinh anh, ¢é nhiing cau néi ddy tinh triét 1y
va thong thdi khi giao ti€p bang ti€ng Anh véi ngudi nuée ngoai.
Déng thai, nd ciing gilip ngudi day ti€ng Anh dua ra nhiing thi du rat
hép dén trong qua trinh lén 16p, gay hitmg thii hoc tap cho hoc sinh,
mang lai hiéu qua cao cho gi¥ day. Ngodi ra, i liéu nay con gitp
ngudi nudc ngodi dang hoc tiéng Viet tim hiéu kho ting Vin hoi dan
gian Viét Nam.

Tuy did mat nhiéu cong sic nhung khéng thé tranh khoi nhing
thi€u s6t do chl quan trong viéc tim nhimg thanh ngi, tuc ngir tuong
duong gitlta hai thit ti€éng mot céch chinh xdc tuyét déi. Vay nén toi
rdt mong dugc su gop ¥ chan tinh ctia cdc ddng nghiép va ban doc.

Tdc gid Nguyén Dinh Hiing
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I. PHAN BIET THANH NGU VGI TUC NGU.

Khi sdp hoan thanh viéc suu tdm clia minh, t6i ¢6 ¥ dinh ghi
16 don vi ti€ng Viét nao 1a thanh ngi hay tuc ngit dé nhiing ai cin doc
¢6 nhiéu thuan 1gi hon trong viéc sir dung tap tai liéu nay. Nhung toi
thdy ngay la minh gap phai mét khé khin rét 16n.

Thoat tién, t6i dua vio quyén Tuc ngit Viét Nam ciia nhi xuat
ban Khoa hoc xi héi -1975 thi thay da s6 cdc don vi tiéng Viét toi
suu tam 13 tuc ngld. Dén khi t6i xem cuén Tir dién giai thich thanh
ngir ti€ng Viét clia Trung tam Khoa hoc x3 héi va nhan van qudc gia -
Vién Ngon ngit hoc -1998 thi lai v3 18 ra 1a hiu hét cic don vi 46 1a
thanh ngit. Toi xin trich ddn mdt s trudng hgp cé su sép x€p khong
théng nhdt ¢ hai cudn sich d6 nhu:

Sai mét ly di mot dam

C4 16n nudt cd bé

An cd di trudc, 161 nudce di sau
Mot tién ga ba tién thée

O chon no, choi chon ban
Giau déi ban, sang déi vg...

Toi thay hoang mang qud va quyét dinh khong ddm thuc hién
y do phan loai r6 rang dau 12 tuc ngir, dau 13 thanh ngit tiéng Viét nita
vi v& mit nay kha nang cia t6i khong cho phép. Tuy nhién, t6i thay
ciing phdi nit ra mét s6 dinh huéng cho ban thdn va gitip cho cic
déng nghiép ciing hoc sinh khi doc tai liéu ndy ¢6 nhimg nhan dinh
cé nhén trong viéc phén biét tuc ngft vdi thanh ngi.

Theo dinh nghia trong Tir dién tiéng Viét clia Vién Ngén ngit
hoc - Nha xudt ban Da Nang -1977 thi:

"Thanh ngir 1a tap hgp tir 6 dinh did quen diing ma nghia cla
né thudng khong thé giai thich dugc mot cdch don gidn bing nghia
ctia ¢c4c tir tao nén né. '

Thi du:

Mot néng hai suong
Rén sanh ra md
Pam ba ché cu."
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"Tuc ngl 12 cau ngin gon, thudng cé van diéu, diic két tri
thitc, kinh nghiém séng va dao ditc thyc tién cla nhan dan. Thi du:

P4éi cho sach, rach cho thom
Mot giot mdu dao hon ao nude 14.
Thira ngudi nha mdi ra ngudi ngoai.”
Qua hai dinh nghia trén, ta chua thdy hét duge sy khiac nhau
gitra thanh ngir va tuc ngif ma phai phan tich thém nhu sau;

1. Tuc ngit 12 mét cau néi hoan chinh, dién dat tron ven moét §
mang ndi dung nhan xét quan hé xd hoi, truyén dat kinh nghiém
song, cho bai hoc luan 1y hay phé phdn su viéc. Do d6, mét cau tuc
ngit c6 thé dugc coi la mot "tdc phdm van hoc” hoan chinh vi né
mang trong minh ca ba chilic nang co ban ctia vin hoc 1a chifc ning
nhan thitc, chifc nang thim m§ va chic nang gido duc. Vi du nhu cau
tuc ngir Viét Nam "Thudn vg thudn chong, tit bé dong ciing can” dién
dat mét nhan xét vé siic manh doan két, mot kinh nghiém séng vh
lam viéc ¢6 hod hgp thi méi dem lai két qua, mot luan 1y trong quan
hé vg chong. Chitc nang nhén thic trong ciu tuc ngif ndy I gitip cho
con ngt.oi hiéu duge co s& ciia quan hé vg chéng Ia binh dang, dan
chia va théng cam véi nhau. Chic nang gido duc cia né la gép phin
dua tinh cam gifta ngudi va ngudi theo hudng t6t dep trong quan hé
v chong ndi riéng va trong quan hé xd hoi ndi chung. Chic nang
thim my cla né 12 d€ truyén tai n6i dung nén ngudi ta di dung céch
n6i cudng diéu va c6 hinh anh khién ngudi doc dé bi thuyét phuc va
ti€p thu.

2. Thanh ngit 12 mét cum tir ¢6 dinh da quen ding. Xét vé mat
ngl phdp thi né chua thé 12 mot cau hoan chinh, vi thé né chi twong
duong vé1 mét tir. Thanh ngit khong néu 1én mot nhén xét, mét kinh
nghiém séng, mdt bai hoc luan 1y hay mot su phé phdn nao ca nén né
thudng mang chiic ning thdim my chi khéng ¢6 chic nang nhan thiic
va chifc ning gido duc, ma thiéu hai chitc nang nay thi né khong thé
tr&y thanh mot tdc phdm van hoc tron ven duge. Cho nén, thanh ngit
thudc vé ngon ngit. Vi du trong ti€éng Viét, thanh nglt "mit hoa da
ph4n" chi ndi 1én vé dep yéu kiéu cha ngudi phu nit, nhung nd khong
néu lén dugc mot nhan xét, mot 161 khuyén hay mot su phé phdn nao
ca. Vi thé, dii duge dién dat mdt cdch béng bay, ¢ hinh anh (chic
niing thdm m§), thinh ngi trén khong mang lai cho ngudi ta mot hiéu
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bi€t vé cudc song va mot bai hoc nao vé quan hé con ngudi trong xa
hoi (chic nang nhén thic va chifc ning gido duc).

3. Trong khoa hoc 16gich, ¢6 hai hinh thifc tv duy ma dac
diém vi m&i quan hé giita chiing v6i nhau ¢6 thé duge coi 12 nhing
co s& nhan thic ludn cho viéc xdc dinh dic diém va mdi quan hé gilta
tuc ngit va thanh ngit. D6 1a cdc hinh thic khéi niém va phan doén.
Xét ndi dung va cdch dién dat cha nhilng cau ma ta vin goi 1 thanh
ngir va tuc ngit thi thdy: ndi dung cia thanh ngit 12 ndi dung cia
nhitng khdi niém, con ndi dung cia tuc ngit 1a ndi dung cua nhiing
phdn dodn. Quan hé gifta thanh ngit va tuc ngit phan 4dnh quan h¢ gitta
cic hinh thiic khdi niém va phén doan. Chéing han nhu khdi niem vé
"sut udng coéng" ¢6 duge cling phai trai qua mét qud trinh khéi qudt rét
nhiéu hién tugng nhu "nudc d6 14 khoai”, "nuéc d6 dédu vit", "da trang
xe cét"... Theo cdch miéu ta cla cic thanh ngit nay thi d6 la nhitng
hién tuong riéng ré, dugc nhan thiic bang nhiing tri gidc cha gidc
quan. Sy nhan thitc nay nhim muc dich khing dinh mét thudc tinh
nhét dinh cta nhimg hién tugng d6. Su khang dinh 4y dugc thé hién
ra thanh nhiing phdn doén, cé thé dién dat nhu sau: "Nudc dé dau vit
thi nuéc lai troi di hét", "Nudc dé 14 khoai thi nuée lai troi di hét”,
"Dd trang xe c4t bién dong, nhoc 1ong ma chang nén céng cén gi"...
Nhu vy, sy giéng nhau giita thanh ngi¥ va tuc ngl 12 & chd ca hai déu
chita dung va phan dnh tri thic cha nhan dan vé céc sy vat va hién
tuong cua th€ gisi khdch quan. Su khic nhau 1a & chd nhimg tri thic
ay khi duogc rdt lai thanh nhitng khai niém thi ta ¢6 thanh ngit, con khi
duge trinh bay, dién giai thanh nhiing phan dodn thi ta ¢6 tuc ngit.

4, Su khac nhau vé chitic nang clia céc hinh thic tu duy trén
day thé hién ra & sy khdc nhau vé chic niang clta cdc hinh thic ngon
ngit diing dé hién thyc hod ching. Hinh thic ngon ngir phit hop véi
hinh thitc khai niém ¢é chic néng dinh danh. Hinh thic ngén ngf
phit hop véi hinh thic phdn dodn ¢6 chic nang théng bao. Thanh ngi
dién dat khai niém nén thanh ngit cé chifc niang dinh danh, con tuc
ngit dién td cdc phdn dodn nén tuc ngit ¢é chic ning thong bdo.
Trong ngon ngf, chirc nang dinh danh duge thue hién bai cac tix ngir,
cho nén viéc sdng tao thanh ngir vé thuc chat 12 mot trong nhiing hinh
thitc séng tao tir ngit dé ddp ing yéu cdu dai tén cho nhitng su vat,
hién tugng méi. Do d6, thanh ngit Ia mét hién tugng thuoc linh vuc
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ngédn ngit. Con tuc ngir khi thuc hién chitc nang théng bdo cua né thi
c6 ban chat 1a mot hoat dong nhédn thic, ndm trong linh vuc nhimg
hinh thitc hoat dong nhdn thitc khac nhau cfia con ngudi nhu khoa
hoc, nghé thut, van hoc... Qua sy phén tich trén day, ta c6 thé khing
dinh su khic nhau giita thanh ngit va tuc ngit vé co ban la su khic
nhau gita mét hién tugng ngdn nglt véi moét hién tugng ¥ thic xd hoi.
Do d4, thanh nglt chit y&u l1a déi tugng nghién ciu ctia khoa hoc ngén
ngit. Con tuc ngit, tuy c6 nhiéu mat dang duge khoa hoc ngon ngiy
chd ¥, song vé cd ban can duge nghién citu nhir 12 mét hién tugng ¥
thite x& hoi, mot hién tugng vin hod, tinh than ctia nhan dan lao dong.

Trén day, t6i da phan biét thanh ngit va tuc ngit qua bdn binh
dién nghién citu khdc nhau. T6i xin tém tit thanh bang téng két dudi
day dé tién so sanh déi chiéu:

Binh dién nghién . Thanh ngit Tuc ngil
clru
Két cau ngit phap | Cum tir c6 dinh tuong | Ciu hoan chinh
duong vai mot tir

Chitc nang van Chirc nang thim m§ Chic nang thim m¥

hoc Chic nang nhén thitc
Chic ning gido duc

Hinh thitc tw duy | Dién dat khdi niém, | Dién dat phdn dodn,

Logich khéi quét nhing hién | khdng dinh mot thuoc

tugng riéng ré.

tinh cua hién tuong.

Chiic nidng cua
cac hinh thic
ngon ngir

Chic nang dinh danh
thyc hién bdi cdc tir

ngit
Hién tugng thudc linh
vuc ngdn ngi.

Chic ndng thong bdo
thuéc linh vuc hoat
dong nhan thic

Hién tuong y thic xa
héi, van héa, tinh than
cla nhan dan

1. NHONG NET TUGNG PONG VA KHAC BIET GIUA TUC

NGU ANH (PROVERB) VA TUC NGU VIET NAM.

1. Nhiing nét tuong dong,
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Gat qua cdi vd ngdn ngit, cdi dac thi clia timg dan toc, ching
ta ¢6 thé dé& dang tim thay sy d6ng nhat vé tu duy va nhan thic cla
cic dan toc khidc nhau trong mét cdu tuc ngir.

Riéng vé tuc ngif cua hai dan toc Viét vd Anh, ching ta thay
nhi€u cau giéng nhau ¢ vé tu duy, nhan thic cung nhu phuong phdp
bi€u hién tuy chiing mang dam nét dac th ciia hai dan toc. Chi cén
bang v6n sdng, béng so sénh chit khong cén tra ctu, chiing ta ciing dé
dang tim thay nhiing ciu tu’cmg dong trong kho tang tuc ngit Anh va
Viét.

- Xa mat cach long.
Out of sight, out of mind - (xa mat c4ch long)

- Tat vach mach rimg.
Walls have ears - (Tudng vach c6 tai)

- Yéu cho roi cho vot, ghét cho ngot cho bii.
Spare the rod, and spoil the child.
(Dé danh chiéc roi lam hu dita tré)
- Cla ré 1a cha 6i.
Cheapest is dearest - (Ré nhat lai 12 dit nhat)
- Muu sy tai nhan, thanh su tai thién.
Man proposes, God disposes.
(Ngudi du dinh, trdi quyét dinh),

- Mt bd méi lo 1am chudng.
It is too late to lock the stable when the horse is stolen.
(Mat ngva r6i méi khod cira chuéng thi qud muén).

- Tha con sén sét, bét con c4 ro.
Throw a sprat to catch a herring.
(Tha con cd com dé bit con c4 trich).

biém gidng nhau thit hai 12 trong moét cau tuc ngit Viét hoic
Anh c6 thé chifa mot cau thanh ngit. Vi du trong cau tuc ngit Viét
"ChOng yéu, x0 chan 16 mii" c¢6 thanh ngit "xd chan 16 mii". Hoic
trong cau tuc ngit "Chdy nha hang xém, binh chan nhu vai" thi ¢é
thanh ngit "binh chan nhu vai". Chiing ta ciing thdy hién tuong d6 &
trong tuc ngit Anh. Vi du trong cau tuc ngit "Don't put all your eggs
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in one basket” c6 chira thanh ngir "put all one's eggs in one basket".
Hoac trong cau tuc ngit "Birds of a feather flock together” ¢é chita
thanh ngit "birds of a feather”.

Mot diém gidng nhau nifa 12 trong I&i néi cia minh, ngudi
Viét ta cling nhu ngudi Anh ¢é thé phd v két cdu clia cAu tuc ngit sdn
c6, thay déi di mot chit dé sit dung vao muc dich dién dat riéng cia
ban than minh cho ding véi nglt canh cu thé nao dé. Thi du trong
tiéng Viét, tr nhig cau:

An nén doi, néi lén 1.
Cai kho bé cai khon.
C6 ngudi da chuyén thé thanh ra:

An khéng nén doi, néi khong 1én 1.
Cai kho 16 cdi khon. :

Ciing nhu vy trong ti€ng Anh, tir cau tuc ngit "Man proposes,
God disposes” ¢6 ngudi di phd v ket cau cia né di béng cdch thay
thé cap danh tir ndy bang cap danh tir khic tao thanh bién thé nhu
"The writer proposes, the readers dispose”. Su thay déi nay tao hiéu
qua sinh ra mét cau tuc nglt méi ¢6 ndi dung thu hep phit hop véi dé
tai cau chuyén ma ngudi d6 dé cap dén. Hoac trong cau tuc ngit
"Never put off until tomorrow what we can do today" ta cé thé dé
dang thay dong tlr "do" bing "eat" hodc "buy”... d& 1am cho 1di néi
thém tinh hai hude, d€ lam cho ngudi nghe thdy vui va dong y thuc
hién mong muén ciia minh.

2. Nhitng nét khdc biét gifta tuc ngit Anh va Viét.

Tuy nhién chiing ta thdy diéu kién tu nhién, xa héi khéc nhau
tao ra ban sic dan toc va nén vin hod khdc nhau, vi thé ma tuc ngit
cua hai dan téc Viét va Anh ¢é nhilng khéc biét khd 16.

Pi€m khéc nhau thd nhét 1a nhitng ciu tuc ngit néi vé kinh
nghiém sdn xuat, thi tiét, thién nhién chiém mét phin dédng ké trong
kho ting tuc ngit Viét Nam, thé hién rét rd dac tinh ctia mét cu dan
nong nghiép 14y lda nude 1am luong thuce chinh. Vi du nhu nhitng cau
tuc ngit:

- Tét gidng, t6t m4, t6t ma, tot lda.
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- Mot lugt tat, mot bat com.
- Mudn giau nuoi trau cdi, muén lun bai nuéi bo cau.
- P4u nidm suong mudi, cudi nam gid ndm...

Nhiing tuc ngit nhu th€ that khé ma tim duge cau tuong duong
trong tiéng Anh, boi 18 tuc nglt nude Anh hiu nhu tép trung phan dnh
m&i quan hé x4 hoi ma it dé cap téi mdi quan he véi thién nhién va
kinh nghiém san xuét.

Diém khdc nhau thit hai 13 trong tuc ngit Viét Nam tinh phan
phong, tinh d4u tranh giai cdp dwoc thé hién rat 1o nét, rit quyét liét
trong mot s6 lvong 16n nhiing ciu tuc ngit véi nhiing tir ngit va hinh
anh vira tham thdy, sau cay vira t40 bao nhadm 8 cdo nhilng cdi xau xa
cua giai cdp thong tri, dong thdi phan dnh nhimg méu thudn gitra
nong dan vdi dia chi va quan lai tham nhiing. V{ du nhu nhig cau:

- Miéng quan, tron tré.

- Quan thay kién nhu kién thdy ma.
- Mu¢n ndi gian 1am quan ma néi.
- Hay lam thi déi, hay néi thi no.

- Ba tién bi théc, b cée gl ai...

Trong khi d6, tuc ngir ti€éng Anh c6 tinh phan phong rat mo
nhat, tinh ddu tranh giai cap khong quyét liét... thé hién & s6 luong it
o1, 16 1€ va hinh anh kin ddo chd khong tdo bao, sau cay. Ching ta
chi gap mot s3 it cau ndi lién quan dén vua chia, luat phép bat cong
nhur:

A cat may look at a king.

(Chii meéo nhé ddm ngd mat vua)

One law for the rich and another for the poor.
(Luat trude cho ngudi giau, Luat sau cho ké khé).

Diém khdc nhau thi ba [a mot cau tuc ngit Anh (proverb) khé
c6 thé bi Idm véi mot thanh nglt Anh (idiom), con d6i véi mot s& cau
tuc ngit Viét thi tiy theo binh dién nghién cu, phan tich ma cé thé
vira 1a tuc ng@, vira la thanh ngit (nhu da néi & muc I). Vi du cdu
"Trong &m, ngoai ém" néu xem dé la mot hién tugng cho ta khii quat

thanh m6t khdi niém vé sy yén 6n ca vé d6i ndi 1an déi ngoai thi day |

1a mot thanh ngii. Nlumg xét theo mdéi quan hé nhan qua "trong 4m" -
"ngoai ém" thi day 1A cau tuc ngit vi né dic két mot kinh nghiém 1a
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su dodin két néi bo 14 co s& vimg chic cho sy én dinh trong quan h¢
ddi ngoai.

Mot diém khéc nhau nita 1a trong viéc sit dung phép 4n du
(Metaphor) & tuc ngit hai nuée ¢6 dung nhitng hinh tuong khac nhau
dé dién dat mot ¥ ki€n, mét nhén thitc, moét su phé phén giéng nhau.
Thi du cau tuc ngit Viét "Hang sang chét bd chiéu” c6 thé tuong dong
v6i cau tuc ngit Anh "The cobbler's wife is the worst shod" trong d6
diing hinh tugng vg anh thg chita giay lai la ngudi di giay x4u nhat.
Hoic cau tuc ngit Viét "Nguu tdm nguu, mé tdm mi" thi twong déng
véi cau tuc ngit Anh "Birds of a feather flock together” trong do lai
diing hinh tugng 13 nhitng con chim cé cling mgt tha 1ong thi w tép
thanh dan vdi nhau.

Cudi cling, cling cdn néu 1én mot nhan xét nho nita 1a do6i khi
mot cau tuc ngit Anh chi tring y mot phin vdi céu tuc ngu Viét.
Nhung ¢6 hic phéi tim dén hai cau tyc nglt Viét mdi c6 di y dé tuong
déng v6i mot cau tuc ngit Anh. Thi du cau tuc ngit Anh "Each bird
loves to hear himself sing” (con chim nao cﬁng thich nghe tié’ng hét
clia minh) chi tvong duong vé ¥ véi mét nira cau tuc nglt Viét "Van
minh, vg ngudi”. Ngucc lai, phai can hai céu tuc ngu Viét 1a "An cé
chimg, choi ¢6 do" va "Tiru bdt kha ép” thi méi c6 di ¥ dé dién dat
cau tuc ngit Anh "Eat at pleasure, drink with measure” (An thy thich,
udng ty suc)...

JI1. BAN VE HAI CHU "CA DAQ" TRONG BO SUU TAP NAY.

Dong nghiép clia chiing t6i 1a ¢6 Anita Gallagher da thic mac
1a tai sao t6i lai dua tir "folksongs” vao nhan dé clia cudn sich néy.
Cé 1€ dich "ca dao" 1a "folk - song" hay pop- song " thi nguoi nudc
ngoai s& hiéu 12 "dan ca” mat. Nhé ra, dé trdnh hi€u 14m thi nén dich
Ia "six - eight - word distich” nghia & m¢t cap gém hai cau tho luc
bat. Nhung nhu thé thi nhan dé cu6n sach lai qué dai! Toi da phai giai
thich cho Anita day 1 nhitng cau luc bat di tyc ngir héa (become
proverbial) va dugc dwa vio nhu nhiing don vi tuc ngit khic cha
khong con 12 16i clia mot bai dan ca nhu "Yéu nhau ¢éi do cho nhau”
nifa.

Trong céc séch suu tdm tuc ngit Viét Nam ngay nay déu co rat
nhiéu nhiing cau luc bt 14y tir kho tang ca dao ra mé thudng ¢6 nghia
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tuong dong véi mot cau tuc ngit nao ddy. Céc cong trinh nhu the ¢6 tir
ddu th€ ky 20 va néi dung suu tdm thudng gém ca thanh ngit, tuc ngit
va ca dao. Thi du nhu:
- "Tuc ngit phong dao”" cia Nguyén Vin Ngoc, xudt ban ldn
dau 1928.
- "Phong dao, ca dao, phuong ngén, tuc ngft”
Chiéu - 1936.
- "Ngan ngit phong dao" clia Nguyén Can Mong - 1941.
- "Tuc ngit, ca dao, dan ca Viét Nam" cia Vii Ngoc Phan,
xuét ban 14n ddu tién nam 1958.

Téi mudn khai théc triét d€ khia canh nay d€ 1am cho bé siru
tap clia minh didm da ban sic dan tdc hon, vui tuci hon va di dom
hon. Thi du, & cdc sdch khdc tac gia chi dva vao thanh ngit "& hién
gap lanh” thi t6i cho thém phan "ciing™:

3 hién thi lai gap lanh,
Nhiing ngudi nhan dic trdi danh phic cho.

cla Nguyén Vian

Hodac :
Phil tai son 1am khéch hitu cau.
Ciing: Nghe¢o hén giita chg ai choi,
Giau trong hang nii nhiéu ngudi hoi tham.

& day ta cin phan biét ca dao thudn tdy va ca dao d tuc ngit
héa. Nhimg céau ca dao thuén tiy dai loai nhur:

"Cé kia tit nudc bén dang,
Sao ¢6 hét 4nh trang vang dé di".

Hoéc:

"Qua dinh nga nén trong dinh,
Pinh bao nhiéu ngdéi thuong minh bay nhiéu"...

chi ca ngoi cdi dep trong lao déng hoac néi 1én cdm xic nhé thuong
clia mot cd nhan nao dé trong mot hoan cinh cu thé khién ngudi ta
ngiu hitng sdng tic. Ching khéng nhim muc dich téng két va phd
bién nhitng kinh nghiém doi s6ng, kinh nghiém lich sir - xa hoi cha
nhan dan lao dong. Trong sdch suu tdm nay, t6i chi dua vao nhimng
cau ca dao da tuc ngit héa thoi. Ching ¢6 ddy dt nhiing tinh chat clia
mot cau tuc ngilt nhu déd phan tich & phin L.
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Mot van dé dit ra 13 ngoai ca dao, trong tiéng Viét con co
nhilng y&u t6 gi ¢6 thé tuc nglt héa duge? Nhin ra the gidi, ta thay
nhiéu 13i n6i ciia cdc nhan vat trong céc tdic phdm clia nhitng nha van
I6n cic nuéc nhu Nga, Phdp, Anh v.v... d trd thanh thanh ngft, tuc
ngi va dugc dua vao tir dién thanh ngit - ngif ci hoc (Phraseological
dictionary) ctia nhiing nudc d6. Thi du:

- LKri-16p (Nga) c¢6 cau "Mét thang ngéc hay gitp d& con
nguy hiém hon ca ké thii".

- Tir ddu dé mot chuyén ngu ngon cia La Fontaine (Phdp) ta
c6 thanh ngit "Sdo mugn 16ng cong™.

- Shakespeare (Anh) cé cau "Much ado about nothing", tam
dich Ia "Bé xé ra to".

Bén canh nhiing thanh ngtt, tuc ngit nhu trén day, trong céc
sdch swu tAm hodc tir dién thanh ngif - ngit cd hoc bao gid ngudi ta
ciing néu tén tic gia va tham chi cdn trich dan ca tic phim nita.

Theo hudng d6, bén canh cau "Bao gid chach dé ngon da” 16i
dd manh dan thém mot cau tuong déng cho né 13 "Bao gid cho dén
thang mudi”. Mac di d6 1a tén mot phim Viét Nam, nhung né da ud
thanh céu néi clra miéng cta nhiu ngudi méi khi mudn am chi mot
hy vong khé tr¢ thanh hién thyc. Tuong tu nhu vay, 161 dua vio cau
"Biét réi, khd 1am, néi mai" trong "S6 d6" clia Vil Trong Phung ma
trong cudc séng hang ngay ta thudng nghe nhic dén. Téi thiy néu
huéng nay duogc chap nhén thi kho tang thanh ngit, tuc ngit Viét Nam
s€ ngay cang phong phi va phit trién.

Ngoai ra, t6i con dinh dua vao mét 86 cau tho cla cdc nha tho
ndi ti€ng nudc ta, ¢6 thé 1a lyc bat, that ngdn, bdt ngon... ¢é mang
tinh chat diic két kinh nghiém trong cudc séng. Thi du:

Con bac, con tién con dé ur
Hét com, hét rugu hét éng t6i.
Nguyén Binh Khiém
Hoac:
Tha mét phiit huy hoang réi chot tit,
Con hon budn le 16i suét tram nam.

Xudn Diéu
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Diéu thi vi 1a nhiing cau tho nay lai cé cau twong duong trong
tiéng Anh va céc tiéng khdc nital Nhumg ¥ tudng nay khéng duge
chia sé hoan toan. Mot vai dong nghiép day van thi ing ho, nhung
mot s6 khac thi kién quyét phan d6i, cho ring tho 1a tho, khong thé
dua vio mot cudn sdch ¢b tiéu dé tuc ngii, ca dao duge. Vay nén t6i
dd tam tir bo ¥ dinh nay ciia minh. Tuy nhién, trong moét vai bd suu
tap cla céc tac gia khdc toi di thily c6 ciu nhu viy.

Trén day 12 mot vai ¥ kién ma toi thu Jugm dugc va phét trién
qua cdc tai liéu doc duge vé tuc ngilt va thanh ngit Viét cling nhu Anh.
Toi di sap x&p lai cho hop 1y, d& hiéu va chi thém vai ba nhin dinh
rieng cla ban than trong nhimg diéu da trinh bady & phédn thit nhat
ndy. Cong sic clia toi trong dé tai nay cha y&u 1a nim & phén thi hai
trong viéc tim nhimng cau tuc ngit twong déng cua hai ngdn ngix Viét -
Anh va suu tdm duge mét s6 don vi thanh ngi, tuc ngit, ca dao thong
dung chua ¢ & cdc tai liéu khdc ma ban than t6i 1dy Jam tam dc.

Muc dich clia téi khi lam dé tai nay 13 phuc vu cho viéc gidng
day va nang cao kién thic ciing nhu vén tir vung ca ti€éng Anh lan
ti€ng Viét clia ngudi hoc. Néu cdc ban dong nghiép va sinh vién khi
doc hoidic tham khdo tii liéu nay c6 phdt hién ra diéu gi sai s6t ma
chic chén 13 khong thé trdnh khoi, t6i rat mong duge gép ¥ théng
than. Téi xin chéan thanh cam on.

Cuéi cung, t6i muén bay to long biét hon sau sic dén céc
dong nghiép 1a cic can b giang day tiéng Anh, Van hoc Viét Nam...
ciing nhy nhimg ngudi than quen ¢4 quan tam dén dé tai nay da gidp
nhiéu ¥ kién qui bdu trong viéc tim va chon lyga nhitng don vi tiéng
Viét hodc tiéng Anh dé 1am cho cudn sdch niy thém ddy di vi c6
chét lugng cao vé noi dung.
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Vai quy udc duge su dung khi tra citu

Adj - adjective
Adv - Adverb
arch - archaism
det - determiner
idm - idiom

lit - literally

n - noun

pl - plural

pp - past participle :
sb - somebody
sth - something
v - verb

(...)
wed e

: tinh ti

: pho tlr

: tir c6

: tir xdc dinh _
: thanh ngit, khéng dich riéng timg tu dugc.
: theo nghia den, dich tung chif

: danh tu

: s6 nhicu

phan tlr qua khuo

sai do

> cai gi dé

: dong tur

: tr trong ngoac don cé thé dung hoic

khong ding

: ¢6 thé ding bat ¢t tir ndo



Phan thé hai

THANH NGU,
TUC NGU,

CA DAO
VIET-ANH
THONG DUNG



A

1 Ac gi 4c béo. - Curses (like chickens) come
home to roost.
- As the call, so the echo.
- He that mischief hatches,
mischief catches.

2 Al biét chg, nguoi dy s€ duge. - Everything comes to him who
waits.
- The ball comes to the player.

3 Al giau baho, ai khé ba doi - Every dog has its/his day.

Ciing: - The longest day must have an
Bimg ¢6 chét mat thi thoi, end.
Song thi ¢6 lic no xdi chdn ché. - The moming sun never lasts a
day.
4  Ailam ndy chiu. - He, who breaks, pays.
- The culprit must pay for the
damage.
§  Ailo phan ndy. - Every man for himself.
Ciing: - - Every miller draws water to his
Ai cé than ngudi Ay lo, aic6 bd  own mill.
ngudi 4y gifr. - Every man is the architect of

his own fortune
- Self comes first.
- Let every tub stand on its own

bottom.
1. cuse(n) 1&i nguyén r(a, chii rila roost(v) dau dé ngit
mischief (v) gid trd tinh qudi hatch(n} cira sap

4. culprit (n) thit pham
5. miller(n) chil ¢6t xay - tub(n) chau, binh
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10

11

Ai thiy nay giit.
Ciing:
Chim troi ca nudc, ai duge thi

arL.

An phin thd thudng.

Ao nang may nang mai, ngudi
nang tdi nang thuong.

Ciing:

Ning mua thi tot lda dudng,
nang di nang lai xem thudng
xem khinh.

An banh trd tién

An bét bat/doi, néi bét 161,

An bita hom 1o bira mai
Ciing:
An bita trua lo bira toi.

7. smug (adj) tr bang long, wr méan
last{n) c6t gidy
10. thine (arch - dimg trudc nguyén &m) va thy {det.arch) nhu your

- Finders keepers.
- Findings are keepings.

- Feel smug about one's present
circumstances.

- The cobbler must/should stick
to his last. '

- Let not the cobbler go beyond
his last.

- Rest on one's laurels.

- A constant guest is never
welcome.
- Do not wear out our welcome.

- After the feast/dinner comes
the reckoning.

- A still tongue makes a wise
head.

- Hear much, speak little.

- Hear and see and be still/and
say but little.

- Give every man thine ear but
few thy voice.

- Live from hand to mouth.
- Make both ends meet.

cobbler(n) thg giay
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12

13

14

is

16

17

is

19

An cip quen tay, ngl ngdy quen - Once a thief, always a thief.
mat

An cdy nlo rao cay dy. - One fences the tree one eats.
(Lit.)
- You must defend the one who
gives you a living.
- Do not quarrel with your bread

and butter.
An chdo di/dai bat. - Eaten bread is soon forgotten.
- Bite the hand that feeds.
An chéc mac bén. - Comfort is better than pride.
- Solidity first.
An cho, buén so. - Business is business.
Ciing: - A bargain is a bargain.
Viéc cong xin cif phép cong ma
lam

An cho déu, kéu cho diifsdng. - Share and share alike.

An chyc nim chd. - - To cool one's heels for ages.
An ¢é chimg, choi cé do. - Eat at pleasure, drink with
measure.
- Discases are the interests of
pleasures.

- Enough is as good as a feast.
- Moderation in all things.
- Plenty is no dainty.

16. bargain(n} giao kéo mua bdn
19. dainty(n) miéng in ngon
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20 Ancé gid, 1am c6 buéi. - There is a time for all things.
- All work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy.
21 Ancé mdi, lam ¢6 khién. - Speak when you are spoken to,

come when you are called.

22 Ancd di trude, 10i nuée disau. - He that comes first to the hill
may sit where he will.
- An early riser is sure to be in
luck.
- The early bird catches the
WwOrm.

23 Ancom cdy ngdy oo, - A great fortune is a great
An com thit bd thi lo ngay ngdy. slavery.
- Better joy in a cottage than
sorrow in a palace.
- Riches lead to lawsuits.

24  Andé séng, chit khong song dé - Live not to eat, but eat to live.

an. - You must eat to live, and not
live to eat.
25 An dén noi, lam dén chon. - Never do things by halves.
Ciing: - What is worth doing at all is
Xem hoi, di cho téi chua. worth doing well.
26  An khong ngdi 1di. - To sit twiddling one's thumbs.

- Fold one's arms,
- Keep one's hands in pockets.
- Sit with idle hands.

27  An liic dé6i, néi lic say. - What soberness conceals
drunkenness reveals.

22. worm(n) con s4u, giun

23, fawsuit(n) viéc kién cdo

26, twiddle(v) xoay, quanh

27. soberness(n) si tinh tdo, khong say conceal(v) che djy
reveal(v) d€ 16 ra
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29

30

3

33

An may ddi xéi gac, an chiu ddi - Beggars cannot be choosers.

banh chung. - Beggars must/ should be no
choosers.
- Don't look a gift horse in the
mouth.
An miéng tra miéng. - An eye for an eye (and a tooth

for a tooth).

- Measure for measure,

- Tit for tat.

- To return like for like.

- To pay one back in his own
coin.

- Answer in kind.

- Give as good as one gets.

- Serve sb with the same sauce.

An mudi con hon chudi chdt. - Of two evils choose the lesser.
- Choose the least of two ills.

An nén doi, néi nén 164 - Dot your i's and cross your t's.

An nhat méi thuong dén meo. - Know the sufferings of the poor
after being in poverty.

An nhu mé khoét. - Eat like a horse.

Ciing:

An thling b4t chi thinh.

An nhu réng cuén, néi nhurdng - Great talkers are little doers.
leo, 1am nhu meéo mira. - Loud talking, little doing.

29. in kind (idm) bang cdi twong ty
31. dot(v) ddnh dau chdm
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35

36

37

38

39

40

41

An 8¢ néi mo.

An phai diia cha ai.

An phai nhai, n6i phai nghi.

An quen bén mui.

An vung khéng biét chiii mép.

An x6i & thi,

B

Ba anh thg da bing Gia Cit

-~ Lugng

Ciing:
Tam ngu thanh hién.

37. leap(v) nhay, nhiy vot l&n
40. makeshift {n) vat diing tam thai

- Speak by guess and by God.
- Speak without knowing the first
thing about sb/sth.

- Take a leaf out of sb's book.

- First think then speak.

- Look before you leap.

- Think today and speak
tomorrow.

- He, who drinks, will drink
again.
- Appetite comes with eating.

- Have a finger in the pie.
- His/her nose is not clean.

- Live by makeshifts.

- Four eyes see more than two.
- Two heads are better than one.
- The council of many is better.
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43

45

46

47

49

Ba ba chin chuyén.

Ba chim bay néi chin 1énh
dénh.

Ba gian nha ra 1da xda,
Phai duyén cot tya chin toa nha
lim.

. Ba hoa chich choe.

Cling:
Ba hoa thién dia.

Ba lan don nha béng mét 1an chdy
nha.

Ba l4n do, mot lan cat.

Bac dau con dai.

Bac deo ddy minh khong bang
thong minh sing suét.

Bach nién giai lao.

43, victssitude (n} sir thang trdm

- One tongue is enough for a
woman.

- Three women make a market.

- Two is company, (but) three's
a crowd.

- Words are women, deeds are
men. '

- Live a life full of vicissitudes.

- Live a life marked by ups and
downs.

- Go through all life's ups and
downs.

- Better joy in a cottage than

sorrow in a palace.

- To talk hot air.

- Shoot one's mouth off (about
sth.)

- Have a loose tongue.

- Three removals are as bad as a
fire.

- Measure thrice and cut once.

- (There's) no fool like an old
fool.

- How much better it is to get
wisdom than gold.

- Live to be a hundred together.
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56

Bdm dai nhu dia.

Bam vay me/va.
Ciing:
Bi me/vg x4 chan 16 miii.

Bén anh em xa mua lang giéng
gan.

- Cling/stick to sb like a leech/a
burr.

- Sticktosblikeafleatoa
fleece.

- Stick to sb like a limpet to a
rock.

- Be tied to one's mother's/wife's
apron strings.

- Better a neighbour that 1s near
than a brother that is afar.

- We can live without our
friends but not without our
neighbours.

- A good neighbour /friend is
worth more than a hundred
relatives.

Ban mat cho dat, ban lung cho - To toil and moil.

troi.

Bdn ré danh du.

Cling:

Ban linh hdn cho qui dir.

Ban cii ban t6t, rugu cii iuou
ngon.

51. leech (n) con dia

flea (n) bo chét
limpet (n} con ha

52. apron (n) ¢di tap dé

- Sell one's soul (to the devil).

- QOld friends and old wine are
best.

- An old friend is better than two
new ones.

- An old friend is worth two new
OTES.

burr (n) qua ké
fleece (n} Iong clre
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57 Bao gid chach dé ngon da. - When pigs fly.
Cling: - When two Fridays come
Bao gid cho dén thing mudi together.
- On the second Sunday of next
week.

- Till the hay comes home.

- Until the cows come home.

- When the devil is blind.

- When the moon turns green
cheese.

58 Bao hoang hon vua. - More royalist than the king.
- A greater catholic than the
Pope.

§9 Bt bé dé duoc lau. - A creaking door hangs long on
its hinges.
- Cracked pots last fongest.
- Creaking doors/gates hang the
longest.

60 Bét mé hoi doi bat com. - Earn sth by the sweat of one's
brow/by one's own toil.

61 Bét nudc hit di r6i lam sao [dy - It's no use crying over spilt

lat duge. milk.

Cling: - To cry over spilt milk.

Bit bé ddnh con khéng lanh - What is lost is [ost.

Citng: - What is lost is gonc forever.
Nudc dé khé bée.

62 Bay muoi chua qué ché khoe 1d - All is well that ends well.
lanh.

59. creak (v) kéu oot kér
hinge {n) ban 1&
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63 Bang bt ¢ gid nao. - At any cost.
- At all costs.

64  Bang dimoi cach. - By hook or by crook.
Cing: : - There are more ways to the
Céch nay khéng xong thi xoay wood than one.
cach khdc. - There are more ways of Killing
a dog than by hanging.
- If he cannot bite, he scratches.

65  Bang mit, khong bang long. - He that fears you present will
hate you absent.

66 Bing vai phai lia. - Of the same rank and age.

67 Bit ¢4 hai tay. - Be on both sides of the fence.
Cling: - Carry water on both shoulders.
Bit ¢4 hai tay, an may ¢6 ldc. - Hide two faces under one

hood.

- Between two stools you fall to
the ground.

- Dogs that chase many hares
kill none.

- Have a foot in both camps.

- Play a double game.

- Run with the hare and hunt
with the hounds.

68 Bét chang dugc tha lam phic. - The grapes are sour, (as the fox
said when he could not reach
them.)

67. hood (n) miii rrum déu hare (n} tho riing
hound {n) ché sin
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69 Bat dau lai tir con s8 khong,. - Start again from nothing.
- Be back where one started
. from.
- Begin all over again.
70 Bit ne bat nét. - To find fault with sth.
71 Bat quatang. - Catch/take sb red-handed.
- Catch sb in the act/fact (of
doing sth)
- Catch sb at the scene of crime.
72 Bjttan tay, day tan trdn. - Catch sb red-handed.
73 Bantiutit. - Be as busy as a bee f as a
beaver / as a bechive,
74  Bat dén xanh (cho ai). - Give sb the green light.
75 B¢ hanh bé toL. - Find quarrelin & straw.
76 B¢ hat tiéu. - A little body often harbours a
great soul.
- Little bodies may have great
souls.
- Little pigeons can carry great
messages.
77  Bé khong vin, ci gly canh. - As the twig is bent, so the tree
grows.
73. beaver (n} con hai ly beehive (n) (3 ong
76. harbour (v) chifa dung, ap 4. message(n) thu tin, bitc dien

77. twig (n) canh con
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78 Bé xé ra to. - A storm in a tea-cup.
Ciing: - Make a mountain out of a
Chuyén bé x€ ra to. molehill.
- Much ado about nothing.
79 Bé ngoai thon thét ndi cudi, bé - An tron fist / hand in a velvet
trong nham hiém giét ngudi glove.
khong dao.
80 Bénh qui d3 ¢6 thudc tién. - Desperate diseases must have
Ciing: desperate cures.
Non cao cling c6 dudng treo,
Nhimng bénh hiém nghéo c6
thudc than tién.
81 Bi cixe, thai lai. - After a storm, comes a calm
Ciing: sea.
Khé tan, cam lai. - After rain comes fair weather.
- April showers bring forth May
flowers.

- Cloudy morning gives way to
clear evening.
- There is a good time coming.

Sz Bi d6n vao thé bi. - Have one's back to the wall.
Ciing: - Be driven into a comer.
Bi d6n vao chan tudng.

83 Biét dau ma an cé. - You can never know where the
ghosts feast. (Lit.)
- You can never know the
secrets of others,

78. ado (n} syt om xom, rdi rit molehill (n) dat do chudt din lén
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84  Biét minh biét ngudi, tram tran - He who sees through life and
tram thing. death will meet most success.
- To know oneself is true
progress.

85 Biét nhiéu chdng gia. - Too much knowledge makes
the head bald.
- Curiosity killed a cat.

86 Biét qua chua bang lam qua, lam - Wise after the event.
qua chua bang 1am qua.

87 Biét 16 ngon nganh. - Know all the ins and outs.
Ciing: - Know the ropes.
Biét moi ngd ngach. - Be / feel perfectly at home in
sth.
88  Biét 16 nhu long ban tay. - Have sth at one's fingertips.
- Know sth like the palm of
one's hand.
89  Biét 16, khd 1dm, néi mai! - Stop harping on / upon the
same string.
90 Biét sai thi biét sira. - A fault confessed is half
redressed.
- Confession is the first step to
repentance.
- A sin confessed is half
forgiven.

88, fingertip (n) ddu mit ngén tay
90. confess(v) thii nhan redress(v) sira lai, u6n ndn
repentance{n) sy h6i han



91 Biét s6ng dén mai ma dé ca - Tomorrow never comes.
khoai dén séng. - Tomorrow is another day.
- Take no thought for the
MOITOW.

9z Biét thi thua thot, khong bi€t - Seeing falsely is worse than
thi dua co6t ma nghe. blindness and speaking falsely

is worse than silence.

- The less said the better.

- Be sure it's Sunday before you
start ringing the church bells.

- There is a time to speak and a

~ time to be silent.

- If you cannot bite, never show

your teeth.

93 Biét tam biét tich. - In the middle of nowhere.
- Not a trace remained of sth.
- Not a trace of sth was left.
- There hasn't been hide or hair
of sb.
- Sth smelt into thin air.
- Vanish without trace.

94 Biét v6 am tin. - Not a sound from sb.
- Nothing has been heard of sb.
- There is neither sight nor
sound of sb.

95 Binh an v6 su. : - Safe and sound.
- Alive and kicking.
- Alive and well. _
- Hale and hearty (idm).

96 Binh cii rugu méi. - New wine in old bottle.

91. morrow(n) ngay hom sau
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100

101

X02

103

104

105

B0 ngoai tai.

B thi thuong, vuong thi toi.

Bo net da c6 gie cii.

B6c ngan, can dai.

Bép chét tir trong trimg nudc.

Boc 16 tam can.
Bai tro trat trAu (vao mat ai).

Bo bai ching bing phai thi.
Ciing:
Chd nén bo 18 théi co.

Bé6i 1ong tim vét.

Biin riin chan tay.

97. heed (n) sy chii ¥

99. clog (n) gudc

101. nip (¥) kep, cip, 1am thui chot
103, drag(v) kéo I¢

104. make hay: phoi co

- Turn a deaf ear to sth.
- Give no ear to sth.

- Take no heed of sth.

- Shut one's ears to sth.

- (Keep) a white elephant.

- For a mischierous dog, a heavy
clog.

- Live beyond one's means.

- Crush sth in the egg.
- Nip sth in the bud.
- Smother sth at birth.

- Bare one's heart / soul (to sb).
- Reveal one's soul to sb.

- Drag sb / sb's name through
the mud / mire.

- Make hay while the sun shines.
- Strike while the iron is hot.

- Take occasion by the forelock.
- There is a time for all things.

- Pick holes in others' coats.
- Pick holes in sth the others do.

- (Go all) weak at the knees.

smother (v) lam ngat tho
mire (n) dat ldy
forelock (1) t6c xda xudng trin
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107  Bung d6i, cu chudi cling ngon. - Hunger finds no fault with
' cookery. -
- Hunger is the best sauce/cook.
- All's good in a famine.

108  Bung ddi, ddu goi phai bo. - Hunger is an imperative voice.
- Hunger is a stiff task - master.
- Hunger breaks stone walls.
- Hunger brings the wolf to the

fold.
109  Bung d6i tai diéc. - A hungry belly has no ears.
- It's no use preaching to a
hungry man.
- The hungry man listens to no
warning.
110 Budi t6i nghi sai, sdng mai nghi - An hour in the morning is
diing. worth two in the evening.
Ciing: - It's always easier to think in
Nhat da sinh bd ké. the morning.

- Take counsel with your pillow.
- Have a sleep on it.

108. fold (n) bdi rao dé nhdt cl stiff {ad}): nghiém khdc, khic nghiét
task - master (n): ngudi ddc cong
109. preach(v) gidng dao, thuyél gido
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111

112

113

114

118

Buén tan ban be khong bang
an de ha tién.

Budn nhu trau can.

Bt sa ga chét.

But chtia nha khéng thiéng.

Budc chan di cdm ky trd lai.

112, stiff (adv) t6i cuc do
114, valet(n) ngudsi hdu, ddy 16

- A penny saved is a penny
gained.

- Take care of the pence and the
pounds will take care of
themselves.

- He, who spends more than he
should, will have nothing to
spend when he would.

- He, who will not keep a penny,
never shall have any.

- It's a frightful bore.
- One is bored stiff,

- Never write what you dare not
sign.

- What is writ is writ.

- The pen is mightier than the
sword.

- No prophet is accepted in his
own country.

- No man is a hero to his valet.

- No man is a prophet in his own
country.

- Things done cannot be undone.

- What is done cannot be
undone.

- Things passed cannot be
recalled.

prophet(n) nha tién tri
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C

126 Cacudng chét dén ditcon cay. - Throw the handle after the

Ciing: blade. _
Déc tii ddnh canh bac cudi - Throw good money after bad.
cung.
117 Ca thém chéng chdn. - Hasty love is soon hot and soon
cold.

- Soon hot, soon cold.
- The sharper the storm, the
sooner it's over.

118 Cathuyén ca séng. - A great ship asks deep waters,
Ciing: - Big ship needs deep waters.
Tai Ion viéc phai lén. - A great voyage befits a great
ship. '
1219 Cd cén cau (biét dau ma g&). - To swallow the bait.
120 Ci chudi dim dudi vi con. - A child may have too much of

his mother's blessing.
121 Ci l6m nudt cd bé. - The great fish eats the small.

222 C4nam trén thét (con lam le - Be left in the basket.
gi). - Be in low water (on the rocks).
- Struggle like a fish out of water.

117. sharp (adj) manh mé, quyét liet
118. befit (v) thich ddng, phid hop
120. blessing (n) 4n hué va s che ché
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iz3

125

iz6

127

iz8

C4 vang bung bo. - A fair face may hide a foul

Ciing: heart.

Kia ai lao lao ngoat da, ma trong - Fair without, foul / false within.
réng tuyéch nhu hoa muéng - Beauty and folly are often
nmg. companions.

Céch song nén phéi Juy thuyén, - Call the bear "uncle" till you
Cam bing dudng lién ai phai are safe across the bridge.
luy ai.

Cai ta qui chinh. - To mend one's way.
- Turn over a new leaf.

Cai kho 16 céi khon. - Adversity brings wisdom.
- Adversity is a great
schoolmaster.
- Necessity is the mother of
invention.
- No difficulties, no discovery.

(i kim trong boc 1au ngay - You can't hide an eel in a sack.
cang phai 1oi ra. - Murder will out.

Ciing: - Truth will conquer.

Cii kim boc gi€ lau ngay ciing t6i - What is done by night appears
ra. : by day.

Giau voi dun ra. :

Cai nét ddnh chét cdi dep. - Beauty is only skin deep.

Cling: - Those who are good in mind are
Pep nét hon dep ngudi. - better than those who are good

in appearance.

126. adversity(n) kho6 khan, nghich canh
127. eel (n): con luon conguer (v) chinh phuc, thang



129
Ciing:

Piénh chét cdi nét khong chita.

Cung:

Troi ndng thi trdi lai mua,
Tinh ai nét dy ¢6 chira dugc
dau.

130  Cii sdy ndy cdi ung.
Ciing: .
Chdy rimg bdi chung ti 1va.

131 Can tii.

Cang cao danh vong, cang day
gian nan.

Cing:

Cay cang cao thi gid cang lay.

129. cask (n) cd: thing
disposition (n) tinh khi
charcoal{n) than cii

130. kindle (v} {am chdy, nhen 1&n

Céi nét ddnh chét khong chira.

- Habit is the second nature.

- He cannot change his skin.

- The cask savours of the first
fill.

- The wolf may change his coat,
but not his disposition.

- The wolf may lose his teeth, but
never his nature,

- What's learnt in the cradle lasts
till the tomb.

- You cannot wash charcoal
white.

- Big/ great / large oaks from little
acorns grow.

- A small leak will sink a great
ship.

- A spark is sufficient to kindle a
great fire,

- Little chips light great fires.

- Be hard up
- Be hard pressed for money.

- The highest heads are the most
exposed.

savour of sth (v) phang phat
cradle(n) cdl noi

chip(n) vo bao
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133 Cang dong cang vui. . - The more the merrier.
- Plenty is no plague.
- There's always room on top of
us.
134 Cing ganthéng loi cang nhiéu - It is always darkest before the
gian nan. dawn. '
135 (Cang gia cang déo cang dai. - Old people may still be of use.
136 Cing mong lai cang lau. - A watched pot never boils.
Ciing:
Su 1am hay hong, su ngéng hay
trd.
137 (Cao chay xa bay. - Do a bunk (with sth) (idm)
138 (Cdo chét ba nam quay ddu v& - East or west, home is best.
nui. ~ - There is no place like home.
139 Cio muon oai hiim. - An ass in a lion's skin.
140 Cam cau nhu ché can ma. - Like a bear with a sore head.
- Be (as) sulky as a bear.
143 Cin rang ma chju. - Grin and bear it.
142 Cam nhu hén, - Keep mum as a fish.
Ciing: - Close as an oyster / as wax.
Cam miéng hén. - (As) mute as a fish.
[33. plague (n): bénh dich, tai hoa on top of sb: sit, canh

134, dawn (n) binh minh, rang dong

140. sulky (adj) gian déi

141. grin (v} nhe rang cudi

142, mum (adj) im lang wax (n) sdp ong



143

144

148

Cam dén chay trude 6 0. - Ran before one's horse to
market.
- Rush into hell before one's
father.

Cin tac v6 wu, - Better go round than fall into
Ciing: the ditch.
Cén tdc vo 4y nay. - Better safe than sorry.
- Caution is the parent of safety.
- Good watch prevents
misfortune.
- Look before you leap.
- Precaution is better than
repentance.
- Safe bind, safe find.
- Although the sun shines, leave
not the cloak at home.
- Two sercuritics are better than
one.

Cau duge ude thay. - Talk of the devil and he is sure
Ciing: to appear.
Vira nhéc Tio Thdo, Tao Thio - Speak of the devil, and his imps
da 4. shall appear.

- Talk of angels.

Cay ngay khong sg chét diing. - A clean hand wants no
washing.
- A clear conscience laughs at
false
accusations. _
- A good anvil does not fear the
hammer.

144. ditch {n) hio, muong, ranh precaution{n) sit phong xa

repentance(n) sy héi han

145. imp (1) qui con. tiéu yéu
146. anvik(n) cit de
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Cha chung khong ai khéc.

147 - A public hall is never swept.
Ciing: - What is everybody's business is
Lam sai khong ai déng ctiachlia.  nobody's business.
- if you want a thing done well, do
it yourself.
148 Cha lam thay, con bén sach. - Many a good father has but a
bad son.
149 Cha me sinh con, trdi sinhtinh. - All men do not follow in the
Cling: footsteps of their forbears.
Sinh con ha dé sinh long. - Many a good cow has a bad
' calf.
- Many a good father has but a
bad son.
150 Chando con nay. - A chip of the old block.
Cling: - Like father, like son.
Hé phu sinh hé tir.
181 Cham noc. - Cut one on the raw.
Cing: - Hit one where it hurts.
Pung vao chd d€ cam cha ai. - Rub salt into the wound / sb's
wound.
- Sting one to the soul.
- Touch a very sore spot.
- Touch sb on the raw (idm).
182 Chan nhu com nép nat. - (As) dry as dust.

149. forbear = forebear {n) 6ng ba té 1ién
151, rub (v) cha xat, xoa, thoa

- (As) dull as ditch - water.

raw (n) trdn trui, khong ¢6 quin 4o
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153

154

155

156

157

158

159

Chay nha hang x6m binh chéin
nhu vai.

Chay nha ra mat chudt.
Chay dua véi thoi gian.

Chay rong bai cong.
Ciing:
Viéc chan lén ¢d ma chay.

Chay troi sao khoi nang,
Cling:

Chay dau cho khéi ning trf,
G day ma trd no doxi cho xong.

Chic nhu dinh déng cot.

Chéng biét ding nao ma lan.
(iing:

- It is easy to bear the
misfortunes of others.

- We bear other people's trouble
lightly.

- Other folk's troubles are easily
bomne.

- Rats desert a sinking ship.
- Work against time.

- Run away like the devil that's
caught a whiff of incense.

- Run at breakneck pace.

- Run for one's life.

- Run as fast as one's legs can
carry one.

- He that is born to be hanged
shall never be drowned.
- No flying from fate.

- As sure as eggs is eggs.
- As sure as death/fate/a gun.
- As sure as I'm standing here.

- Not be able to make head or tail
of it.

Chéng biét ddu cua tai nheo thé - Cannot make head or tail of sth.

nao.

154. desert (v) bo di, 1&i bd
156. whiff (n) mbi
158. fate (n) s& phan

incense (n) huong wrdm
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160

161

162

163

164

16§

166

167

168

169

Chang cai dai ndo giong cdi dai - Every man has a fool in his

nao,

Chang chéng thi chay.
Chéng con gi d€ ma mat.

Chéng-ddm hé riing.

Chéing ngon cling sét, chang tot
cling méi.

Ciing:

Mot céi la hon ta cai quen.
Chang néi chang ring.
Chéng ra thé thong gi.
Cling:

Chéng ra nghia 1y gi.
Cham con hon khéng.

Cham ma chéc an.

Cham nhu sén.

164. ale-house (n) quin bia
166. rhyme: vin (tho)
168. ditch (n) hao, ranh

sleeve.
- Every man has his faults.

- Sooner or later.
- There's nothing left to lose.

- Not say boo to a goose. (idm)

- Anything for a change.
- Everyone has a penny to spend
at a new ale-house.

- Not say a dicky - bird. (idm)

- Neither rthyme nor reason.
- Without rhyme or reason.

- Better late than never.

- Slow but sure.

- Better go round than fall into
the ditch. '

- Make haste slowly.

- Slow and steady wins the race.

- Crawl along / creep at a snail's
pace. ‘
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170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

Chén doan ding bénh lachitatri - To know the disease is half the

ducc mét nla.

(hit nha chit khong chat bung.

Chat nhu ném (c6i).

Ché soi téc lam tu.

Chen ngang.

Ché thi dé, thao ngh€ mdi khd.

Chét bat dic ky tit.

Chét dudi doi den.

Cling:

T&i s6 chét ¢ trong nha cling
chét.

Chét dudi véi phai cong rom.
Ciing:

Chét duéi vé phai bot.

Chét dit dir / thang cang.

171. on top of sh: sdt, canh
178. clutch (v} vd lay

cure.

- There's always room on top of
us. :

- Be packed like cucumbers in a
barrel.
- Packed in like sardines in a tin.

- There is no room to swing a cat.

- Split hairs.
- Jump the queue.

- Criticism is easy and art is
difficult.

- Die with one's boots on.
- Die in one's boots.

- An unfortunate man would be
drowned in a tea - cup.
- Cut one's throat with a feather.

- A drowning man will catch at a
straw.
- Clutch / grasp at a straw.

- {(As) dead as a doornail / as
mutton (idm).

grasp{v) tim, bam lay

-
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181

182

183

184

185

Chét 1a hét. - Dead dogs don't bite.
- Dead men tell no tales.
- Death ends all things.
- The dead don't come back from
the graveyard.
- You don't bring the dead back
from the graveyard.

Chét 12 hét ng. _ - Death pays all debts
- Death quits all scores.
- He that dies pays all debts.

Chét nhu (nga) ra. - Die/fall/drop like flies.
Chét trong hon séng duc. - Better a glorious death than a
Cilng: shameful life.
Chét vinh hon sdng nhuc. - Better die on your feet than live
on your knees.
Chi muén dén thé (cho d& - Not know where to hide
nguong). : oneself.
- One almost died of shame.
- One would sooner sink through
the ground.
- One wished the earth would open
beneath his feet. '
- One wished the floor would
swallow him up.
Chia ngot sé bii. ' - Share sb's sorrow and mirth.

181. score(n) tién no
185. mirth(n} su vui vé, hanh phiic



186 Chim c6 dan cung hét, tiénghét - Friendship is the only cement
méi hay, that will ever hold the world
Ngua cé ban ciing dua, nuéc dua ~ together,

mdi manh.

187 Chim khon néi tiéng rénh rang, - The bird is known by his note,
Ngudi khon tiéng néi diu dang  the man by his words.
dé nghe. '

188  Chim khon tiéc 16ng, nguti ngoan - Wise men are not always silent,
tiéc 1oi. but know when to be.

Cling: - He knows much who knows
Chim khén chua bét da bay, how to hold his tongue.
Nguti khén it ndi, it hay tra 10i.

189 Chim phai tén sg canh cay - A burnt child dreads the fire.
cong. - A bitten child dreads the dog.
Ciing: - Fear has a quick ear.

Phai mot cdi, rdi dén gia. - Once bitten twice shy.
- The scalded cat fears cold
water.

190 Chin bo lam mudi. - Every fault needs pardon.

- One must not take all that 1s said
literally.

- You have to make allowances for
mistakes.

- You mustn't be too exacting /
severe.

- Wink at small faults.

189. dread(v) kinh s¢ scald(v} Jam hdng

190. make allowance for sth (idm) chiéu ¢6  wink at sth nhdm mét lam ngo
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191 Chin ngudi mudi ¥. - Everyone to his liking.
- Wink at small faults.
- Every man to his taste.
- So many men, so many minds.
- There is no accounting for

tastes.
192 Cho (ai) di tdu bay gidy. + - Crack one up to the nines.
193 Cho an banh vé. - Feed sb with promises / hopes.
194 Cho vay mat ban. - If you lend your money to your

friend, you will lose your
money and your friend.
- Neither a borrower nor a lender

be.
198 (ho mili vao viéc ngudi khic. - Poke one's nose into other
Cling: people's affairs.
Xia vao chuyén ngudi khic. - Put / stick one's oar in (idm).
196 Ché cén do rich. - Misfortunes never come alone to a
PoOr man.
197 Chd cay gan nha, ga cay gin - A cock is valiant on his own
chudng. dunghill.

- Every dog is a lion at home.
- Every dog is valiant at his own
door.

198 Cho clng rit gifu. | - Beast at bay bites hard.
- A wounded animal at bay.

191. accounting(n) t¥i gidi thich

195, oar{n) mai chéo

197. valiant(adj} diing cdm, can dam dunghill{n) déng phan
198, at bay (idm) chng dudng
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199 Chodai cO mua, ngutidai quanh - An ass will always be an ass.

nam. - He who is born a foot is never

cured.

200 Ché den giif muc. - Black dogs don't turn white,

- It's hard to change one's

character.

201 Ché gia gilf xuong. - A dog in the manger. (idm)

202  Choé ngdp phai rudi. - To get a godsend.

: - To get a gift from the gods.
203 Ché stia ché khong cin. - Barking'dogs seldom bite.

- Great barkers are not biters. -
- Threats do not always lead to
blows.

204 Chd tinh chéng siia chd khong. - An old dog barks not in vain.

205 Chon ban ma choi. - Better be alone than in ill
company.
- Have but few friends, though
many acquaintances. '

206 Chon vg thi chon bing tai, - Choose a wife by your ear
Ché chon bang mét ¢6 ngay rather than by your eye.
oan gia.
207 Chéi ciin 1€ réch. , - Everything but the kitchen sink.

201. manger (n) mdng an
204, in vain (idm) mot cich v& ich
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212

214

218

216

Chéng khén vg ngoan, chong - A good husband makes a good

quan v¢ bom. wife.
Cing:
Vo bat théi chéng, difa & gidng
téng chia nha.
Cha duge md thi 13 ddm. - After supper, mustard.
Ché duge va thi ma da sung. - While the grass grows the horse
starves.
- Slow help is no help.
-Chd clii vé rimg. - Carry coals to Newcastle.

- To send owls to Athens.

Ché dung ké gian, chd oan ngudi - He that spares the bad injures
ngay. the good.

Ché nén bo 13 thoi co.
Xem:
Bo bai chang béng phéi thi.

Ché nén dia cot véi tinh yéu, Do not trifle with love.

Ché nén miia ris qua mét thg. - Never offer to teach fish to
SWim.

Ché thay sing loding mangdla - All that glitters is not gold.
vang. - Appearances are deceptive.
(ing:

Thé gian nhidu ké mo mang,

Th&y hon son thim tudng ving

nang niu.

210. starve(v) chét do:
211, owl{n} con ¢t
216. glitter(v) 18p linh
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217

218

219

220

Ché thay séng camangitay - Never say "die”; up, man, and

cheo. try.
Choi dao séc c6 ngay dift tay. - All they that live by the sword
shall perish by the sword.
- The same knife cuts bread and
fingers.

- Do not play with edged tools.
- It cuts both ways.

Chai ché ché li€m mit. - Familiarity breeds contempt.
Ciing: - Too much familiarity breeds
Than qua héa lon. contempt.
Choi vdn bai 14t ngira. - Lay / put one's cards on the
table.
- Show / throw up one's cards.
- Show ong's hand.
Choi voi lra. - To play with fire.
- Sit on a barrel of gun-powder.
Choi xuan kéo hét xuan di. - You're only young once.
Chép thimg chép chéo, ching - Coming events cast their
béo thi mura. shadows before them.
Chu khi ni, mi khi khac. - He that fears you present will
Cing: hate you absent.
Da trudc mat, chiri sau lung.
Chui dau vao thong long. - Put one's own head/neck under
Cling: the chopper.
Ty dua ddu vao thong long. - Put one’s head into the noose.

218. perish(v) bd mang, chét
219. breed(v) gay ra, din d&n contempt(n) su coi thudng
225. chopper(n) dac bdu
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29

233

Chudc va vao thén. - Have/fix a millstone about one's
neck.
Chudt chay cling sao. - Be at the end of one's tether.

- Be out on a limb. (idm)

Chuyén con ca con ké. - Jaw on about this and that.
- A cock-and-bull story.

Chuyén minh thi quang, - Men are blind in their own
chuyén ngudi thi sang. cause.
Ciing: - Lookers-on see more than
C0 ngoai, bai trong. players.
Chuyén no xo chuyén kia. - Hop from topic to topic.

- Jump from one thing to another.
Chit nhén 13 chif tuong vang, - What can't be cured must be
Ai ma nhan duge thi cang séng  endured.
lau. - You must grin and bear it.
Chura biét meo nao cén miu - Two can play at that game.
nao.

Chua dénh duge nguoi matdonhe - Cowards are cruel.

vang, - Cowardice is the mother of
Danh duge nguoi réi mat vang  cruelty.

nhu nghé.

Chua dat dit da dat moém. - Have too much tongue.
Ciing: - His tongue is too long for his

Chua thdy ngudi d3 thay ti€ng.  teeth.

226. millstone(n) thét cdi

227. tether(n) day dat

228. jaw on (v) ba hoa tim phao
229. hop{v) nhdy 10 cd, nhay



23§ Chua dé da dat tén. - Don't count your chickens
Ciing: before they are hatched.
Chua nin but da n&n bé. - = Gut no fish till you get them.
: - Never fry a fish till it's caught.
236 Chua d6 ong nghe d3 de hang - Catch the bear before you sell
téng. his skin.
Cling: - First catch your hare then cook
Chua bit duge gau di dam ban  him.
da. - To sell the bear's skin before
one has
caught the bear.
- Eat the calf in the cow's belly.
- Cook a hare before catching
him.
237 Chua hoc bd di lo hoc chay. - Leam to creep before you leap.
Ciing: - Try to run before one can walk.
Chura d6 16ng canh da chuc bay
€ao.
238  (Chua khoi vong da cong dudi. - Do not halloo till you are out of
Cling: the wood.
Chwra khoi rén da quén thay.
239 Chua rdo mdu dau. - (Still) wet behind the ears.
Cling: (1dm) :
Miéng con hoi sita. - Be still a chicken.
- He is scarcely out of the shell
yet.

235, hatch{v) n&ra con

237 creep (v) bo, trirdn

238. halloo(v) reo ho, kéu 16n tiéng
239, scarcely (adv) chi vira méi

- Still in swaddling - clothes.
- Hardly / just out of swaddling -
clothes.

gut(v) mé, moi rudt ci
ieap (v) nhay vot [én

swadd!ing - clothes (n.pl) td 16t
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240 (Chimg nao tit dy. - The leopard cannot change its
(ling: spots.
Céi nét danh chét khong chita. - What is bred in the bone will
not go out of the flesh.

241 Co voi lal - Draw one's homns in.
- Draw in one's horns.

Co ke bdt mot fﬁém hai. - To drive a hard bargain.

242
243 (6 4n nhat mdi thuong dén - He that is warm thinks all so.
meo. - He jests at scars that never felt
a wound.
- Know the sufferings of the poor
after being in poverty.
244 C6 bét an bat dé. - Have enough and to spare.
Ciing:
C6 cia an cla dé.
248 (6 bénh vdi uf phuong. - Any port in a storm.
246 (C5 bot mdbi godt nén hd. - One cannot make bricks
- Cling: without straw.
/ C4 théc mdi bde ra gao. - No flour, no paste.

247 Coca moi doi cd chién.
Xem:
Dugc déng chan lan ding dau.

240. spot (n) dom {:1é» da bdo)



250

251

C56 cdc vang ciing chiu.

C6 chi ¢6 gan, gian nan vugt tudt.

C6 chi 1am quan, ¢é gan 1am
giau.

C6 chi thi nén.

Ciing:

C5 cbng mai sat ¢d ngay nén
kim.

249. nettle {n) cay tdim ma cd long ngifa
230, guts(n,pl) quyét tam
251. wilful (adj) ¢6 chil tam, c8 ¥

- Not for love or money.

- Not for the world and his wife.

- Not for all the tea in China.

- Not for all the wealth in the
world.

- For no consideration on earth.

- Grasp the nettle and it won't
sting you.

- None but the brave deserve the
fair.

- No guts, no glory.

- Nothing venture, nothing have.
- Nothing seek, nothing find.

- Fortune favours the brave.

- No cross, no crown.

- No pains, no gains.

- A wilful man must have his
way.

- By hard labour one will
succeed.

- Drop by drop, the sea is .
drained.

- Nothing is impossible to a
willing heart.

- Patience and time run through
the longest day.

- Where there's a will, there's a
way.

- Genius is only patience.

venture (v) liéu
will {n) ¢ chi, ¥ mudn
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252 C6 chong ching duoc di dau, - One chick keeps a hen busy.
C6 con chang dugc ding 1au mét
gid. - Marriage is a stone wall,
Ciing:
Hai vg chdng son them dita
con thanh bon.
253 C6 chung tiéng ndi. - Speak the same language (as
sb.)
284 (06 co thi chg cling dong, - No man is indispensable.
Cb di 14y chéng thi cho van vui.
285 (6 clia dd duge ngudi. - Every man has his price.
286 (6 d6t mdi cb khon. - Learn wisdom by the follies of
others.
2§87 C6 dau yéu méi biét qui siic - Health is not valued tiil
khoe. sickness comes.
258 (o dicd lai mdi toai long - Claw me and I'll claw thee.
nhau. - Nothing for nothing.
Ciing: - One hand washes the other.
Ong dua chin gio, batho chai - Roll my log and I will roll
Tuou. yours.
- You scratch my back and I'il
scratch yours.
259 (6 doc méicd, cd phil nhuché - Money is the root of all evils.

méi giau,

- Honour and profit lie not in one
sack.
- Muck and money go together.

254, indispensable (adj) khong thé thi€u
258, claw (v) cio bang méng tay

log (n) khic gb
259. muck (n) phan chudng, d6 do bén

thee (pron) tir chit thon = you
scratch (v) gii, cao xudc
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264

C6 it xit ra nhiéu. - Make a mountain out of a
molehill.

C6 1am mdéi ¢6 an. - A cat in gloves catches no mice.

Cling: - Work provides plenty.

CoS lam thi mdéi ¢6 an, - No sweet without sweat.

Khong dung ai dé dem phén dén - No gains without pains.
cho.

C6 ma dot dén ét. - Have to wait till the crack of
doom.

C6 mat thi mang, ving matthi - Absence makes the heart grow

thuong, fonder.
- Far from the eyes, near to the
heart.
C6 nhing su that khéng nén - All truths will not bear telling.
néi ra. - Not all truths are proper to be
told.
C6 nudi con mai bigt longcha - He that has no children know

me. _ not what love is.

260. motehiil (n) dét do chut dun lén
262. the crack of doom (idm) ngay tan th&
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266 (6 tat giat minh. - He that commits a fault thinks
' that

everyone speaks of it.

- He that has a great nose thinks
everyone is speaking of it.

- A guilty consience needs no
accuser. '

- (There's) no peace for the
wicked.

- There is no place to hide a sin
without the conscience looking

in.
- If the cap fits (wear it).
267 (6 thit ddi xo6i. - Fish looks for deeper water,
Ciing: man for better places to live.
Cé chao doi che. - We all seck what ts better.
268 (6 thire méi vuc duge dao. - A fine cage won't feed the bird.
- A fine cage does not fill a bird's
belly.

- Fine words butter no parsnips.

- You can't feed the hungry with
words.

- The belly is not filled with fair
words.

- The way to a man's heart is
through his stomach.

269 (6 tién mua tién cling duc. - A golden key opens all doors.
Ciing: - Money is a passport to
Tién dén dau mau dén ddy. everything.

- Money makes the mare go.
- Money answers all things.

266. wicked (n) ngudi x4u xa
268. parsnip(n) c cdi
269. mare (n) ngua hodc lita c4i
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270

271

274

z75

276

r:

C6 tién vg vg chéng chéng,
Hét tién chéng déng vg doai.

Coi trdi bang vung.
Con c4 sdy la con cd to.

Con dao hai ludi.

Con giun xéo 1am ciing quén.

Con hur tai me, chaun hur tat ba.

Con khén nd mit me cha.

Con nghé mdi sinh chéng kinh
gi hé.

270. curse (1) 1oi nguyén ria

strife (n) sut xung dot, cdico

274. wread (v) giim lén
275. milksop (n) dan 6ng nhit nhat

- A light purse is a heavy curse.

- Want makes a strife between
man and wife,

- When poverty comes in at door,
love flies out at the window.

- Adversity makes strange
bedfellowss.

- Not care / give a fig for sb/sth.
(idm)

- The apples on the other side of
the wall are the sweetest.

- It cuts both ways.

- It is a two - edged weapon.

- It has two ways and hits either
way.

- Even a worn will turn.
- Tread on a worm and he will
turn.

- Mother's darlings are but
milksop heroes.

- Happy is he that is happy in his
children.

- A cat may look at the king.

want (n) canh ting thi€u



278 Con nha linh, tinh nha quan. - Born into a poor family but
having expensive tastes.
279 Con nha tong khong giéng - As the cock crows, so do the
l6ng ciing gidng canh. young.
- Like begets like.
- Like father, like son.
280  Con 16 ciing tiéc, con giéc ciing - You cant' have your cake and
muén. eat it.
Ciing:
An tning thi dimg &n con.
281 Con sau bo rau ndi canh, - It is an ill bird that fouls its own
Mot ngudi lam di xau danh ¢ nest.
dan. - One cloud is enough to eclipse
the sun.
- One drop of poison infects the
whole tun of wine.
- One scabby sheep is enough to
spoil the whole flock.
- One rotten apple spoils the
barrel.
- (It's) a fly in the ointment.
- (It's) a bug in the butter.
- (It's) a blot on the landscape.
279. crow {(v) gdy beget (v) gdy ra, la b6 ciia ai
281. foul one's own nest {idm) lam & danh gia dinh
scabby (adj) bi ghé eclipse (v) che khu4t, 1am lu md
flock (n) dan, bdy ointment (nthudc md

bug (n) con rép, vi tring blot (n} vé&t muc
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282 Con vua 1ot vua ddu, con t0i xu - All sb's geese are swans,
toi yéu. - Every mother thinks her own
' gosling a swan.
- The devil's child, the devil's

luck.
283 Con ga tr6ng, ga mdi thicon - All is not lost.
ga gio. - It is never long that comes at
Ciing: last.
Chua phai la tuyét vong. - You must spoil before you spin.
284 Con nurée con tat. - While there is life, there is
' hope.
- Make the best of things.

- Make the best of a bad deal/job.

28% (Con sdng cOn hoc. - (It is) never too late to learn.
- (You are) never too old to learn.

286 (Ong ran cdn ga nha. - Set the snake on one's own
hens.

287 (G5 d4m an xoi. - Put one's pride in one's pocket
for the sake of one's end.

288 (Cdc mo cd Xoi. - One beats the bush, and another
catches the bird.

289 (Cong thanh danh toai. - Gain/win one's laurels.

290 (O ba cudc, com ba bit, thudc - One is no rule/ custom.

ba thang.
282. swan(n) con thién nga gosling(n) ngbng con

286. set on (v) cho tin cong
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293

294

296

298

299

C0 dén tay ai nguoi 4y phat.

Co ngoai bai trong.
Xem:

Chuyén minh thi quang,
chuyén ngudi thi sing.

Com té me rudt.

Com t& no, xoi vo chéng thiét.

Ciing:

Péi thi them thit them xo6i,
Pa no com té thi théi moi
dudng.

Cfia 4n vung la ciia ngon.
Ciing:

Miéng vung thi ngon.

Cla bén tai ngudi.

Cla biéu 14 cha lo, ctiacho 12

clta ng.

Cua cd 1a cha duoge.

- Jack is as good as his master.
- One master is as good as

" another.

- Corn is the staff of life.
- There is nothing like plain
bread.

- Not want, not wait.

- Stolen fruit is sweetest.
- Stolen pleasures are sweetest.

- Good depends not on things but
on the use we make of things.

- The receiver is as bad as the
thief.

- A penny more buys a whistle.

Cla ddy ndi la cua khong ngon - Plenty is no dainty.

293, the staff of life (idm) bdnh mi
298. whistle (n) cdi cbi

- Enough is as good as feast.

plain (adj) don gidn, binh thwdmg



Cia it 1ong nhiéu.
Cia mot dong cong mét nén.

Cua mua hon clia muon.

§ &

Clia ngudi bd tar, clia minh lat
budc.

Ciing:

Cia minh thi gii bo bo,

Clia ngudi thi tha cho bo né an.

Cia ngudi phic ta.

Cha phi van khong chdn ma
chay.

Cing:

Qla phi nghia c6 giau dau,

O cho ngay that giau sau mdi

g

§

Clia ré la chia 61,

Cha ré ré khong bang nghé trong
tay.

§

Cia thién gia dia.

Cling:

Qlia trivi, trdi lai 14y di,
Giuong doi mét &h 1am chi
duoc troi.

301. chaff (n) riu
303. thong (n) day da
305. cheat (n) ngudi hodc trd lira dio

- Modest gift given with all one's
heart/with one's whole heart.

- A grain of wheat in a bushel of
chaff.

- Better buy than borrow.
- Men cut large thongs of other

men's leather.
- To make free with another's

- purse.

- Rob Peter to pay Paul.

- Cheats never prosper.

- Easily earned money is quickly
spent.

- 1l - gotten gains never prosper.

- Ill gotten, ill spent.

- What is got over the devil's
back is spent under his belly.

- Cheapest is the dearest.

- A useful trade is a mine of
gold.

- Fortune is easily found but hard
to be kept.

- Easy come, easy go.

- Ill gotten, ill spent.

- The Lord giveth, the Lord
taketh away.

belty (n) cdi bung
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311

312

313

314

315

316

Ciing hoi cling thuyén.

Cung mdt giude véi nhau.
Cling:

Cling phuong gid 4o tiii com.

Cudc doi dau phai mot dai
vudn héng.

Cudén géi ra di.
Cua simg lam nghé.

Ciing dau cing c6.

Cudi ngudi chd cé cudi lau,

Cudi ngudi hom trudc hdm sau

nguot cuo.

Cudi ra nuéc mat.
(ling:
D& khéc dé cudi.

310. batch (n) mot me

311. ale (n) reou bia

314. obstinate (adj) ngoan ¢&
mule (n) con la

- Be in the same boat.
- Get on in the same boat with sb.

- Birds of a feather.

- Chips of the same block.

- Of the same batch / kidney

-~ Tarred with the same brush /
stick.

- Cut from the same cloth.

- Life is not all cakes and ale.
- Life is not all beer and skittles.
- Life is not a bed of roses.

- Pack one's bags (and leave).
- Mutton dressed (up) as lamb.

- (As) obstinate / stubborn as a
mule.

- Better the last smile than the
first laughter.

- He laughs best who laughs last.

- He who laughs last laughs
longest.

- Let them laugh that win.

- Smile through one's tears.

- Laugh on the wrong side of
one's mouth.

- Laugh on the other side of one's
face.

tar (v) rdi nhura, boi hic in
beer and skittles (idm) thid vui
stubborn(adj) budng binh, wong nganh



317 Cudivobung. - Split one's sides with laughter.
Cling: - Enough to make a cat laugh.
Cudi dén v ca vung
318 (Cudp com chim. - Také the bread out of sb's
mouth.

D

319 D trng xe cét bién dong, - Beat the air.
Nhoc long ma chang néncong - Fish in the air.
can gi. - Mill the wind.
Ciing; - Build sth on sand.
Xay lau dai trén cét. - Plough the sand.

320 Da sau hon bé, bung kin hon - Another person's soul / heart is a
buéng. mystery.
- The soul of another is a dark
place / forest.
- You can never see into another

heart.

321 Da truéc mat, chii sau lung. - He that fears you present will
hate you absent.

322 Dainhirchdo/ gié raich. - (As) tough as old boots.

323 Dai thil dén gia van dai. - He who is born a fool is never

cured.
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331
332

Danh loi bat nhu nhan.

Dao nang lié nang séc.

Dao sic khéng got duge chudi.

Dao thir trdu héo, kéo thit lua so.
Xem
Trong con hoan nan méi 14 ban
than.

Day ba lang boc thudc.
Cling:

Day di vén véy.

Day khi tréo cay.

Day con tir thud con tho.
(Day v tir thud bo vo mdi vé).

Dam chan tai ché.

Day ca ra day muong.

- Blessed is he that expects
nothing, for he shall never be
disappointed. _

- He is rich that has few wants.

- He is not poor that has little, but

he that desires much.

- The used key is always brilliant.

- The darkest place is under the
candlestick.

- Teach the dog to bark.
. = Teach your granny to roast eggs.

- Train up a child in the way he
should go.

- Mark time.
- Make no headway.

- A long story.

Dé ngudi dé ta, khé ngudi khé - What is sauce for the goose is

ta.

324. blessed {adj) diém phuc thay
325, brilliant (adj) sdng choi, 14p linh
326. candiestick (n) gi4 d3 nén

332. gander (n) ngéng durc

sauce for the gander.
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333 D& nhur trd ban tay. - Like a knife through butter.
Cling: - As easy as ABC.
Dé nhu choi. - As easy as rolling off a log.
- As easy as pie / as winking.
334 Didoc tri doc. - Habit cures habit.
Ciing: - Iron is sharpened by iron.
Lay doc tri doc. - One fire drives out another.
- Set a thief to catch a thief.
33§ Dihoaviquy - A bad compromise is better than
Ciing: a good lawsuit.
Mot su nhin 14 chin su lanh. - An injury forgiven is better than

an injury revenged.

- Better a lean peace than a fat
victory.

- A bad arrangement is preferable
to the best lawsuit.

336 Dodulaty sdt. - Delays are dangerous.
- He that / who hesitates is lost.
- Cowards die many times before
their death.
- Delay is tantamount to death.

337 D6c bdu timsy. - Open one's heart to sb.
- Reveal one's soul to sb.

335. compromise (n) su thoa hiép revenge (v) (ra thi
lean (adj) t4i, kém )
336. Tantamount (adj) ngang véi, ching khéc gi
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338

341

Dén vao thé bi. - Bring sb to bay.
Ciing: - Chase sb up a tree.
Dén vao chin tudng. - Put sb in a spot,

- Have / hold sb at bay

- Drive sb into a comer.
- Have sb cornered.

D&t dac cdn mai. - Not to know a hawk from a

Ciing: handsaw.

Mit dic cédn thudng. - Not to know chalk from cheese.
- Not to know beans.

- Not to know one's arse from
one's elbow (idm).

Dét dic con hon hay chitlong. - It is better to understand a little
than to misunderstand a lot.

- Better untaught than ill - taught.

- Little knowledge is a dangerous

thing.
Dét hay néi chit. - The less people think, the more
they talk.
D6t tir néc dot xudng. - Fish begins to stink at the head.
- A fish rots from the head.
Dd do uong uong. _ - Neither fish, flesh nor good red
Ciing: herring.

M6n chéng ra mén, khoai chang - Neither fish, flesh nor fowl.
ra khoai.

Cliing:

Nira dai, nira chuét,

342. stink (v) c6 mii hoi thoi
343. fowl (n) thit chim herring {n) cd trich
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347

2 ]

D& khéc dé cudi.
Xem:
Cudi ra nuéc mat.

Di cho di khdp bon phuong,
Vé nha méi thiy qué huong

dau bang.

Duc téc bat dat.
Ciing:

Cang voi cang chim
Ciing:

Cham ma chéc.
Duong duong tu dic.

Ciing:
Vénh cdi mat 1én.

D

Pa da ich thién.
Ciing: Cang nhiéu cang tét.

Pa ngdn da qud.

DPanoi 1a lam.

348. plague (n) tai hoa, bénh dich

- East or west, home is best.
- There is no place like home.
- There is no place more
delightful than
one's own fireside.

- Haste is of the devil.

- Haste makes waste.

- More haste, less speed.

- Slow and steady wins the race.

- With one's nose in the air.
- As pround as peacock.

- Store is no .sore.
- The more the better.
- Plenty is no plague.

- He that talks much errs much.

- No sooner said than done.
- S0 said so done.
- Once [ have said, I will do it.

store {n) sy déi déo, cd nhiéu
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351 D3 udt phai trét. - - Alie begets a lie.
Cliing: - He who rides on a tiger can
Pam lao phai theo lao. never dismount.
- In for a penny, in for a pound.
- We have gone too far to draw
back now.
- Now that you had accepted you
had to begin.
- If you say the coat fits, you must
wear it.
- Over shoes, over boots.
- Since it has begun, it must be
finished.
- Since you have started, you must
go on.
- You can't back out now that
you've begun.
352 Doai t6i lap cong. - Redeem one's faults by
achieving a feat / exploit (Lit).
383 DPan anh ¢é ma, ké ca ¢6 ddng. - All men can't be masters.
354 Dan gdy tai trau. - Be caviare to the general.
Ciing: - Cast pearls before swine.
Hoai canh mat cho ci d4u.
355 Danongcim chd, dinbalaimtd. - Men make houses, women make
homes. '
356 Dang yéndang lanh dongcanh - Wake a sleeping dog.
phai toi.
357 Dang dong tién bét gao. - Get one's money's worth.
351. beget (v) g4y ra, sinh ra dismount {v) xudng, xuéng ngua
352. redeem (v) trd hét, chuéc feat (n) k¥ céng, chién cong

354. caviare (n) trimg c4 o swine (n) con lgn
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358 Dinh chét nét khong chira.

359 Diéinh ké chay di, khong ai dinh

ké chay lai.

360 Dinh trong bo dui.
361 Danh tréng lang.
362  Dao mo.

363 Pao tan goc, troc tin ré.

364 Dau chdng, di chay.

365 Ping cay mdi bi&t ngot bui.

366 Dit nhu tém tuoi.

358. wickedly (ddv) 10i 181, x4u xa
364. ague {(n) bénh st rét
365. a dash of sb (idm) mot chuit it

- The leopard cannot change his
spots.

- The wolf may lose his teeth but
never his nature.

- He that lives wickedly can
hardly die honestly.

- Don't hit / kick a man when he's
down.

- One should not hit a man when he
is down.

- Do sth by halves.
- Ride off on a side issue.
- Marry money / a fortune.

- Strike at the roots (of sth).
- Tear sth out by the roots.

- Agues come on horseback, but
go away on foot.

- Misfortunes tell us what fortune
is.

- He, who has never tasted bitter,
knows not what is sweet.

- A dash of bitters to make you
appreciate sweets.

- He knows best what good is that
has endured evil.

- Sell like hot cakes.
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367

370

N

372

373
374

378

376

Dét xéit ra miéng.

Dat cay trudce trau.
Ciing:

Lam chuyén nguoc doi.

- Pam ba ché cu.

Pam lao phéi theo lao,
Xem: D trot phai trét.

Pam biin sang ao.

Bt 1€ qué thoi.
Ciing:
Dat ¢4 1€, qué c6 théi.

Déu cén 1 o6, dau khé I di.

Pau r6i cling vao ddy.

Pau ga hon dudi trau.

D4u ric réi, cudi 16i thoi.

368. cart (n) xe, xe ngua
369. bark (n) vo cay
371. sieve (n) cdi sang, cdi ray

* - Best is cheapest.

- Put / Set the cart before the
horse.
- You cry out before you are hurt.

- Put one's hand between the bark
and the tree.

- Mill the wind.

- Fish in the air.

- Pour water into a steve.
- To beat the air.

- Every country has its custom.
- So many countries, s0 many
customs.

- Take the bull by the horns.
- In the end things will mend.

- Better be the head of a dog than
the tail of a lion.

- A bad beginning makes a bad
ending.

- Bad beginnings make worse
endings.
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378

379

Pdu tat mat t6i. - To toil and moil all day and
: night.
Pdu voi dudi chuot, - The mountain has brought forth
a mouse.
P4u xubi dusi lot. - A good beginning is half the
battle.
- A good beginning makes a good
ending.
- Well begun is half done.
- The first blow is half the battle.
Pbe ddu cudi cd (ai). - Get sb under one's thumb.
- Make sb slave.
Pen bac, do tinh. - Lucky at cards, unlucky in love.
Ciing: - - Unlucky at cards, lucky in love.
Db tinh den bac.
Den nhu c6t nha chdy. - As black as a sweep / chimney -
sweep.
beén khoe deén t6 hon tring, - Candle in the wind.
Pén ra trude gid con chang hai
dén.
DBén nha ai nha ndy rang. - Every man must carry his own
CIOSS.

- Half of the world knows not
how the other half lives,
- My house is my castle.

378. bring sth forth (v) sinh ra céi gi
382, sweep (n) ngudi nao 6ng khéi
384. cross (n) néi lo, dau kho
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393

Pep ngudi khong bang dep nét. - Handsome is as / that handsome

Cing: does.

Pep nét hon dep nguoi. - Prettiness dies first.

Pep nhur traph. - As smart / pretty as paint.
Pén miia quyt. - When the moon is made of

green cheese.

Dén trude thi duge miéng ngon. - First come, first served.

Ciing: - It is the early bird that catches
Trau cham udng nudc duc. the worm. :

bi cho biét d6 biét day, - Youth must have its fling.

O nha véi me biét ngay nao khén.

bi cling trdi cudi dat. - Go to the end of the earth.

Di doi nha ma. - All gone to pot.

Cling: - Go to pot.

Hong bét ca roi.

Pi dém lam ciing c6 ngay gip - The pot goes too often to the
ma. _ well but is broken at last.
- Every fox must pay with his
skin to the flayer.
- There is no trader who does not
meet with losses. '
- You can't always be lucky.

Di gudc vao bung (ai). - Read sb like a book.
- Cut the ground under sb's feet
(idm).

389. fling (n} su liéng, bay lugn
392. flayer (n) the 1ot da
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395

Di mét ngay dang hoc mét sang - Travelling forms a young man.

khon. - Travelling broadens one's
Ciing: horizons.
bi budi chg hoc mé khén.
D1 vdi byt mic 4o ca sa, di vé1 - He needs a long spoon that sups
ma mic 4o gidy. with the devil, -
- With foxes we must play the
fox.
Dbiéc khéng sg sting. - A fool always rushes to the fore.
: - He that knows nothing doubts
nothing.
- Fools rush in where angels fear
to tread.
Diéc 16i / Diéc dac. - Deaf as a post.
- Stone deaf.
Diéu d¢ 1a me siic khée. - Moderation in all things (and all

things in moderation).

- One hour’s sleep before |
midnight is worth three after.

- Early to bed and early to rise
{makes a man healthy, wealthy

and wise).
Po song do bién dé do long - Man’s heart is unfathomable,
ngudi. - The soul of another is a dark
(ling: ' place.
Song sau con c6 ké dd, Long - You can never see into another
ngudi nham hiém ai do cho heart.

clng.

394. horizons (n,pl) 4m hiéu bist

395. sup (v) an bita 18

396. fore(n) mii tau, phén truée tread (v} dat chan, di
399. unfathomable (adj) khéng dé dugc
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400

40%

402

403

404

405

406

407

408

409

Pd nat dung nhau.

P06 mat tia tai.
Ciing:
Mat dé nhur gac.

Poan két 1a séng, chia 1€ la
cheét,

Poan két 12 sitc manh.

Déi an banh ve.

D6t én vung, ting lam can/
licu.

P6i cho sach, rach cho thom.
D61 dau goi phai bo.

Pon x6¢ har dan.

Péng cira bdo nhau.

400. be driven to do sth: budc phdi lam gi
40]. beetroot (n) cu cai dd

406. fast (n) bita an chay

407. 1rot (v) chay lon ton

408. chatter (v) dua chuyén

- One beggar is driven to beg of
another.

- Red as a turkey - cock.
- Red as a beetroot.

- United .we stand, divided we
fall.

- Unity is strength.
- Hope is the poor men's bread.

- It is hard to be poor and honest.
- Necessity knows no law.

- A clean fast is better than a dirty
breakfast.

- Needs make the old wife trot.

- Cry with one eye and laugh with
the other.

- Play a double game.

- He who chatters to you will
chatter of you.

- Not to wash one’s dirty linen in
public.

- Family affairs should be kept
private.
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411

413

415

416

417

418

Péng thuyén ma khong xé
van.

P4 dom dém mit.
P4 them diu vio lia.

Cing:
Lita da d6 lai bd thém rom.

D8 viy d8 thira (cho ai).

P4 ai hoc duge chir ngd.

Doc gidi doc.
Cling:
Déce tri doc.

Doc nhét vo nhi.

Péi ta nhur thé con dao,

Ning li€c niing sic, nang chio

nang than.

Déi trang thay den.

412. heap (v) chél, xép ddy
413. dump (v) vi, d6 bilra
417. choke up (v) l4p ddy

- Make bricks without straw.

- To see stars before one’s eyes.

- Add fuel to the fire.

- Take oil to extinguish the fire.
- Pour oil on the flame.

- Fan the flame.

- Heap fuel to the flame. -

- Throw fat in the fire.

- Drop / dump sth in sb’s lap.
- Lay one's own fault at sb else’s
door.

- Anything may happen.
- Pigs might fly.

- Take a hair of the dog that bit
you.

- (There are) no two ways about
it.

- Go often to the house of your
friend, for weeds choke up the
unused path.

- Make white black (Lit).
- Call white black.
- Turn white into black.

extinguish (v) dap tat



419 Dong tay hon hay lam. - Many hands make light work.
420 Dong sang di mong. - Share the same bed but dream
different dreams (Lit).
421  Dodng thanh tuong ing, déng - Great minds think alike.
khi tuong ciu. .
422 Dong tién di trude 1a dong tién - He gives twice who gives
khon. . quickly.
- He gives twice who gives
without delay.
423 Doing tién khong phin khong - A thief passes for a gentleman
hé, when stealing has made him
Déng tién khéo diém khéot6  rich.
mat ngudi. - Money makes the man.
424 Do cha an min, doi con khdt - Children have to suffer for their
nudc. parents’ sins.
- To visit the sins of the father
upon the children.
428 Doicha votron, ddicon bép - A miserly father makes a
bep. prodigal son.
Ciing: - Many a good father has but a
Cha lam thdy, con ban sich. bad son.
426 D0i cua cua mdy, doi cdy cay - Every man for himself and God
dao. : for us all.
- The devil take the hindmost.
424, visit upon sb (v) trimg phat ai sin (n) 101 16i
425. miserly (adj) keo kiét prodigal (adj) hoang phi

426, hindmost {adj} sau cling



4r7 Dadi ngudi cé mét gang tay, - Life is but a span.
Ai hay ngli ngay concé nira - Life is long if you know how to
gang. use it.
428 Dom d6 ngon tre. - To seek a hare in a hen - house.
429 Don thuong doc ma. - All alone in the world.
Ciing: - All by oneself.
Mot than mot minh. - Having not a soul in the world.
- Plough a lonely furrow.
430 Diia m&c doi choi mdm son. - A sow 1s no maich for a goose.
431 Duc nudc béo co. - Fish in troubled waters.
Cling:
Chd nude duc tha cau.

432 Dimg ian com méi néi chuyén - Let bygones be bygones.

ci.
433 Dimg bdi rac 1én ma ngiri. - It is easier to raise the devil than
to lay him.
- Let sleeping dogs lie.
434 Dimg cé cAm dén chay truéc - Don't run before your horse to
6to. market.
- Don't run into hell before your
father.

- Do not ring the church bell
before looking at the church
calender.

438 Dimg c6 cho cli vé rimg. - One shouldn't carry owls to
' Athens.

427. span (n) nhip cdu
429, furrow (v) ludng cay
430. sow (n) lgm ndi
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437

441

Pimg c6 dam ba ché cii. - Put not your -hand between the
bark and the tree.

bimg c6 Ign lanh chifa lon que. - It's better to leave well alone.
- It's better to let well alone.

Dimg c¢d vénh cadi mit 1én. - Come off your perch.

Cling: :

Dung ¢6 1én mat day doi.

Pimg chd mili vao chuyén ngudi - Know your place!

khac. - Stay on your own side of the
fence. .

- This is none of your business.
- Mind your own business.

Dimg dé nuéc dén chanméi - Don't have thy cloak to make
nhay. when it begins to rain.
- Not let the grass grow under
one's feet.

Bimg goi lai ndi dau chia ngudi - Name not a rope in his house that
khiac. was hanged.

Dimg nén bt ¢4 hai tay. - It's no use trying to do two
things at once.
- Dogs that put up many hares kill
none.
- If you run after two hares, you
will catch none.

Dimg nén hoi sw mugn luge. - It's no use pumping a dry well.

436. bark (n) vo cay

438. come off (v) giam bdt, ha xudng - perch (n) dia vi cao

440. thy (det, arch} = your cloak (n) 4o choang

442, hare (n) thd rimg put up (v) chéng cy, dudi theo



84

448

446

447

449

450

451

Pimg nén thi méi bat béng. - Never lose the substance for the
shadow.
- Never quit certainty for hope.

Dimg nén vach do chongudi - Don't tell tales out of school.
xem lung. ' - Family affairs should be kept
private.
- It is best to wash one's soiled
linen at home.

Dimg thiy 6ng huyén to bung - Fat paunches have lean pates.
ma s¢. :

Pimg vi gidn con rAn ma d6t - Burn not your house to rid it of
cdi do. the mouse.
Pimg vi ngudi d& ma bo Ivi - A fool may sometimes give a
néi hay cua ho. wise man counsel.
- Fools may sometimes speak to
the purpose.

Puimg di trén lra ndm ngoi khong - Be on tenterhooks (idm).
yén. - Be on pins and needles.
- On a knife - edge.

Ding mili chiu sao. - Stand in the breach.

- Throw oneself into the breach.
Piing ngay nhu phéng. - To stand as if rooted to the
Ciing: ground.
Dimg nhur trdi tréng. - Stand like a stuffed dummy.

- Stand like a stone image.
- Stand rooted to the spot.

444. substance {n) chét, cdi cd thyc

445, linen (n) quén 4o, dé vii lanh

446. paunche (n) bung phé pate (n) ddu, so
450. breach (n) v& mit, ché ran v@

451. dummy (n) ngudi méu gia, manocanh



482 Dung nili nay tréong ndi no.

483 Dugc an ca, ngd vé khong.

454 Dugc cdi no thi mat céi kia.

455 Duoc chim bé né, duge cd quén
nom.

453. mar {v} 1am hong, phd héng
454, flay (v) 10t da

- The grass always seems greener
across the river.

- The grass is always greener on

‘the other side (of the hill).

- Blue are the hills that are far
from us. '

- Why look for a good thing when
you have one?

- Make or mar.

- Neck or nothing.

- Put all one's eggs in / into one
basket.

- Sink or swim.

- Do or die.

- A feast or a fast,

- Man or mouse.

- Win or lose.

- Make a spoon or spoil a horn.

- Have one’s cake and eat it.

- You cannot eat your cake and
have it too.

- You cannot flay the same ox
twice.

- When the fish is caught, the net
is laid aside (Lit).

- Kick away the ladder (by which
one rose).



486 Dugc dang chan l4n ding dau.

Ciing:
Pugce voi doi tién.
Ciing:

- 06 cd moi doi cd chién.

457 Duoc ddng nao xao déng nay.

458 Duogc lam vua, thua lam giac.

459 Duoc long dat mdt 1ong do.
Ciing:

Pugc 1ong rin mat 1ong ngée.

456. calf (n) con be
458. blame (v) khién trdch, che

- Give the devil your finger and
he will take your hand.

- Give him a ring and he'll want
your whole arm.

- Give him an inch and he'll take a
mile.

- If you agree to carry the calf,
they'll make you carry the cow.

- The more you have, the more
you want.

- Let him put in his finger, and he
will put in his whole hand.

- There is no telling what he
would try next.

- No sooner earned than spent.

- Losers are always in the wrong.
- Let them laugh that win.
- Success in never blamed.

- One cannot please all the world
and his wife,

- He who pleased everybody died
before he was born.

- There's no pleasing everybody.

- You can't please everyone.

- It is hard to please all parties.

- Please all and you will please
none.

- If you try to please all, you will
please none.
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463

465

Puoc 1ong ta x6t ;a long - One man's breath is another
nguoi. man's death.

Ciing: - One man's meat is another man's
Puoc ngudi mua, thua ngudi poison.

ban.

Puogc ti€ng khen ho hen chang - All lay loads on the willing horse.
con. - Praise is not pudding.

Pudng di hay t6i, néi déi bay - A liar should have a good
cing. memory.
- A lie has no legs.

Pudng ndo ciing vé La Ma. - All roads lead to Rome.
- There are more ways to the
wood than one.

Pudng o cita miéng. - Better to ask the way than go

Ciing: astray.

Puong di & miéng. - He that has a tongue in his head
may find his way anywhere.

Pudng vong quen di kém chi - The farthest way about is the

dudng tat. nearest way home.

Ciing: - The longest way round is the

P1 muot bude xa hon di ba shortest way home.

budc 16i.

461. willing (adj) nhiét tinh, dé bao
464. astray (adv) lac dubmg



E

465 [y diu ép md, ai nd ép duyén. - Love cannot be forced.
. - Love cannot be compelled.
- You can take a horse to the
water, but you cannot make him
drink.

487  fich chét tai miéng. - A fool's tongue is long enough
to cut his own throat.
- Let not your tongue cut your

throat.
468  Gii ding ché ngtia. - Touch the right chord.
‘469  Gii c6 cong chéng ching phu. - A good deed is never lost.
Cing: - An act of kindness is never
Lam c¢6 khong lo mat phin. wasted.
-470  Gan do mot cay. - Have a tile / screw loose.
Ciing:
Gan hét ché néi.
Chip mach.
471 Giy nhu que cii. - (As) thinas abone / arail/a

lath.

466. compel (v) ép budc
468. chord (n) day d2n, dan hop am
471. rail (n) chin song lath (n) thanh g moéng



472

473

474

475

476

Gan chila goi but bang anh,
Trong thay but lanh ha xuéng
dat choi.

Gén dat xa troi.

Ciing:

Gén ké miéng 16.

Gan muyc thi den, gan d&n thi
sang.

Cing:

J bdu thi tron, & 6ng thi dai,

G4n s¢ da, la so quén do.

Gay ong dap hing 6ng.

472. valet (n) ngudsi hiu, ddy ¢
474. corrupt (v) lam hu héng
howl (v) hi, rd
pitch (n) hdc fn
476, hoist {(v) kéo Ién, nhdc béng lén

- No man is a hero to his valet.
- The nearer the church, the farther
from Ged.

- Have one foot in the grave.

- A man is known by the
company he keeps.

- Evil communications corrupt
good manner.

- Good can never grow out of evil.

- He that lies down with dogs
must rise up with fleas.

- He, who keeps company with
the wolf, will learn to howl.

- Youth and white paper take any
impression.

- Bad examples are catching.

- He that lives with cripples learns
to limp.

- You can't touch pitch without
being defiled.

- Good clothes open all doors.

- Make a rod for one's own back.
- Be hoist with one's own petard.

flea (n) bo chét

cripple (n) ngudi qué quit
defile (v) }am & ué&, 1am bén
petard (n) phéo, trdi n8



477 Ghét cay ghét dang. - Hate sb like poison.
- Hate sb guts. (idm)
- Hate sb with one's whole heart.

478  Gia gian trudc wéi. - Have an old head on young
shoulders.

479 Gia kén ken hom. - Never too much of a good thing.
Cling: - The best is often the enemy of
Chin qué héa niu. the good.

- The best-laid plans may come to
nought.

- The best things are worst to
come by.

- Too much of a good thing is
good for nothing.

- Enough is a good as a feast.

- Extremes are dangerous.

480  Gia néo diit day. - Tt is the last straw that breaks the
camel's back.
- The last drop makes the cup run
over,

481  Gia sinh tat, dat sinh co. - Old age is not a blessing,.
Ciing: - An old ass is never good.
Gia thi mot sy moi hén. - When bees are old, they yield no
honey.
- A cracked bell can never sound
well.

481, blessing (n) 4n hug¢, diéu ddng mimg  yield (v) sinh ra, cho
hoary (adj) hoa ram



91

482  (Gia thi gia tdc gia tai, - A grey beard, but a lusty heart.
Gia rang gia lgi, d6 choi khong - No sinner like a hoary sinner.
gia.

Ciing:
Gia chai trong boi.
483 Gia trai non hot. - A bully is alwaysa coward.
- Bullies are always cowards.
- Where you exaggerate you
weaken,

484  Gia truée tubi. - Old beyond one's years.

485  Gia cam gia diéc. - Act dumb.

- Sham dumbness and deafness
(Lit).

- Pretend to be deaf and dumb
(Lit).

486  Giang son nao, anh hing dy. - A man is master in his own

house.

487  Giau con han giau clia. - Children are poor men's riches.

488  Giau diéc, sang dui. - A rich neighbour is a poor

friend.

489  Giau ddi ban, sang ddi vo. - He that had a full purse never

wanted a friend.
- Honour changes manners.
- Rich upstarts ignore their
belongings.
483. bully (n) ké bét nat, him doa exaggerate (v) cudng diéu, théi phéng

485, sham (v} gid bo, gid v&
489. upstart (n) ngudi mai phét len beltongings (n, pl) dé diing cd nhan



g2

490

491

492

493

494

495

496

497

Giau khong ha tién khé lién - Waste not, want not.

tay,

Khé khong ha tién kho an

may.

Giau Ia ho, khé ngudi dung. - Next of kin to the rich, no kin to
: the poor.

Giau lam chi, khé luy lam em. - An empty sack cannot stand
Cing: upright.
Ngheo méi cai mbi hen.

Giau 1ong hon giau cha. - A man is rich according to what
he is, not according to what he
has.

Giau niit d8 46 vach. - Be in the gravy.

Cling: - Have money to burn.

Ho ra bac, khac ra tién. - Have more gold / money than

one can count.

Giau sang chua méy ai nhan. - He that has land has trouble at
hand.
Giau sang 14m keé lai nha, - Friends are plenty when the
~ Khé nim giita chgchingma  purse is full.
- nao nhin. - Poverty parts friends.
Giau vé vang, sang lich su. - He dances well to whom fortune
. pipes.

491. kin {n) ho hang than thich
494, gravy (n) tién khong ki€m ma c6
497. pipe (v) ca hét dén chao )
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498  Giau vé€ ban, sang vé vo. - A good wife is a good prize.
- A life without a friend is a life
without sun.
- A friend is a present you give.
yourself.
499  Gian cd chém thét. - Cut off one's nose to spite one’s
face.
- He that cannot beat the horse
beats the saddle.
$00  Gian thi mang, lang thi thuong. - Lovers' quarrels are soon
mended.
- Lovers' tiffs are harmless.
- The falling out of lovers is the
renewing of love.
- Lover's not complete without a
quarrel.
$0x1  Gian tim mat. - Go purple (in the face) with
rage.
502  Giat gdu vd vai. - Rob Peter to pay Paul.
Ciing: - Rob your belly to cover your
Giat ddu c4 v ddu tom. back.
s03  Gidu tai. - Hide one’s light under a bushel.
$04  Giau voi dun ra.
Xem: :
Cai kim trong boc 1au ngay ciin
phai 16i ra.
499, spite (v) choc tidc saddie (n) yén ngua

500. the falling out (n) su céi ¢co tiff (n} su xfch mich, bat hoa



505

so0b

507

so08

509

510

511

Giau déd bim leo. -Everyone gives a push to a
falling man.
- Hit a man when he's down.
- When a man is going down -hill,
everyone will give him a push.
- When the tree's fallen, everyone
runs to it with his axe,

Gidy méiu &n phén. - Get involved in some business
' ' for a share of profit.

Gidy rdch gifr 14y 1é. - A ragged coat may cover an
honest man.
- A gentlernan keeps his integrity even
in poverty.

Gidy tring muc den. - In black and white.

Gieo gi6 gat bio. - Sow the wind and reap the
whirlwind.
- We reap as we sow.
- He, who sows the wind, will
reap the whirlwind.

Giét g ding dao mé trau. - Break a butterfly on/upon the
wheel.
- Use a steam- hammer to crack a
nut.
- Crush a fly with a steam - roller.

Gid nha ai quai nha ndy. - As the tree, so the fruit.
- Like father, like son.
- Such fruit, such tree.

505. go down - hill (idm) xuéng doc axe (n) cdi riv

407. integrity (n) tinh trung thuce, chinh truc

409. whirlwind (n} con gié 16c

410. crack (v) 1am v, kep v steam -roller (n) xe lan dudmg



$12  Gib chiéu nao xoay chiéu &y. - To find out which way the wind
Ciing: blows.
Chay budm xem gid. - To follow the crowd.
- To see which way the cat jumps.
- To swim with the tide / stream.
- Trim your sails to the wind. '

$13  Gion cudl, tuoi khéc. - If you laugh before breakfast,
you'll cry before supper.
- He who laughs today may weep
tomorrow.
- Laugh today and cry tomorrow.
5§14 Giot chau la cha. - Be drowned in tears.
Ciing: - Shed floods of tears.
Nuédc mét tudn trio.
818  (idi gdo nude lanh. - Pour / throw cold water (on sth).
416  Gidng cha nhu dic. - Be the very image / spit of one's
father.
417  Gib6ng nhau nhu hai giot nudc. - As like as two peas.
- (As) like as peas in a pod.
- Nothing to choose between
them.
5§18 Gid cao danh khé / s€. - Long mint little dint.
§19  (io dau chiu bang. - Bell the cat (idm).

- Carry the can (for sth} (idm).

§20  Gid nao viéc ndy. - There is a time for all things.

512. wim (v) xoay theo hudng gié

514, shed (v) traora

316. spit (n) nude bot

517. pod (n} qua dau

518. mint (n} cAy bac ha dint (n} s\tc manh, vét 1dm



524

526

527

528

Gid trim phuong ngan ke. - Pull all strings / wires. -
Ciing: - Move heaven and earth.
Xoay du tro.
Giir kin nhu bung. - Keep sth botiled up and tightly
Ciing: corked.
Khéng moi néi mot 14i. - You can't get a word out of him.
- Wild horses can't drag a word
out of him.
Giit mém giit miéng. - Hold one's tongue.
- Keep a still tongue in one's
head.
Giit thdi do ba phai. - - Fall between two stools

- 8it on the fence.
- Serve two masters,

Giita ban ngay ban mat. - (In) broad daylight.

Ciing:

Thanh thién bach nhat.

G6 diing cira. - Take / get the right sow by the
Ciing: ear.

Tim diing té con chuén chudn.

G& nham cira. - Take / get the wrong sow by the
Ciing: ear.

Hoi khong ding chd. - Come / get to the wrong shop.
Gép gié thanh bio. - Many a little makes a mickle.

522. drag (v) kéo, md, 1dy ndi
526. sow(n) lon ndi
528. mickle (n) s6 luong lén, nhiéu.



529

530

532

533

534

Giri trimg cho 4c. - Give the sheep in care of the wolf.

Ciing: - Put the cat near the goldfish bowl.
Tha cdo vio ndo chudng ga. - Set a wolf to keep the sheep.
- Sct a fox to keep the geese.

Guom linh sitt cén con tranh, - A good name keeps its lustre in
Binh huong dau v& miéng sanh  the dark.
con thom. - True blue will never stain.

H

Ha miéng chd sung. - He who waits for dead men’s
Ciing: shoes 1s in danger of going
Ha miéng che ho. barefoot.
- Wait until pigs may fly.
- Remain idle and wait for the
windfall.
H4 miéng méic quai. - People who live in glass houses
Ciing: should not throw stone.
An xai chha ngong miéng. - The dog will not howl if you
beat him with a bone.
Ha hoi phan giai. - Postpone the evil hour/ day.
Hai nim rdé mudi. - - (As) plain as a pikestaff. (idm)
Ciing: - (As) plain as the nose on one’s
R& nhu ban ngay. face.

Hai vg chdng son thém dia

con thanh béa. - One chick keeps a hen busy.

530. lustre (n} vé dep. su vé vang
531. windfall (n) qua rung



537

Hai ra tién. ' - Coin money. (idm)

Hang sidng chét b6 chicu. - The cobbler's wife is the worst
Ciing: shod. ‘

Tho rén khéng dao an trédu.

Nha vudn an cau siu.

Hanh phiic san sé a hanh pht’ic - The only way on earth to

nhén doi. multiply happiness is to divide
1t.

Hay an thi lan vao bép. - He that will eat the kernel must

Ciing; crack the nut.

Muén an hét phai dao giun. - He that would have eggs must

Mudn dn sim chin thi vao rimg  endure the cackling of hens.

xanh - He who would search for pearls

must dive below.

- One must take trouble to get
profit.

- He that would eat the fruit must
climb the tree.

Hay, d& cudi cing mdi biét. - All is well that ends well.
Ciing: - In the evening one may praise
Hay, d& cuéi ciing s& rd. the day.

- Praise a fair day only at night.

- That's good wisdom, which is
wisdom in the end.

- The end crowns the work.

536. coin (v) diic tién

537. cobbler(n) tho chira giiy shod (v.pp) di giay

539. kernel {n) hanh nhén, hat cackling {n) ti€ng cyc tdc

540.praise (v) ca nggi crown {v) hoan thanh, két thic 16t dep



29

543

545

546

547

548

549

§51

Hay khong lay hen, sen khong lay
blin.

Ciing:

Hoa sen moc bii cdt lam,

Tuy rang 14m l4p cling mam
hoa sen.

Hay lam hon hay ndi.

Hay néi thi chang hay lam.
Ciing:
Nang thuyét bat nang hanh.

Hay tu gitip minh 16 trdi s&
gitp cho.
Heo chét khong sg nudc séi.

Hét khon, don ra dai.

Heét rén quén thay.

Het tién tai, nhan nghia tan.
Hét xoi réi viéc.

Hién nhu but.

Ciing:

Hién nhu cuc bot.

Ho voi ban sing say.

549.pipe (n) 6ng sdo, dng tiéu

- A rose by any other name would

smell as sweet.

- Actions speak louder than
words.

- Good words and no deeds.

- Help yourself and the heaven
will help you.

- He that is down need fear no
fall.

- Every man a little beyond
himself is a fool.

- Bite the hand that feeds one.

- No money, no friends.

- No longer pipe, no longer dance.

- Not harm/hurt a fly.

- Much ado about nothing.



100

553

554

556

557

Hoa c6 thoi, gdi ¢6 thi. - Everything is good in its season.
Cling: - The fairest rose at last is

Péan ba nhu cdnh hoa tuoi, withered.

N& ra chi dugc moét thoi ma - There is a time for everything.
thoi. - All in good time.

- The morning to the mountain,
the evening to the fountain.

Hoa thom, thom la thom lung, - He that loves the tree loves the
Thom cay dén ré, ngudi trong branch.

ciing thom.
Hoa phiic khon ludng. - You never know your luck.
- One never knows where one will
gain and where one will lose.
Hoa phiic & minh. - Every man is the architect of his
own fortune.
Hoa v6 don chi. - Misfortunes never come
alone/lonely.
- One misfortune comes on the back
of another.
Hoai cong phi siic. - Flog a dead horse. (idm)
Hoai théc nuéi ¢b ritng. - Cast one's bread upon the
waters,

552. wither (v) héo kho
557. flog (v) quat roi



101

559

560

$61

562

. 563

5§64

565

560

567

Hoang kim hac thé tam.
Ciing:

‘Vang dé nho long son.

Hoc thi séng, khong hoc thi
101.

Ciing:

Nhan bat hoc bat tri 1¥.

Hoc thay khong tay hoc ban.

Hoc vet.

Hoi khong ding ché.
Cing:

G6 nham cira.

Hoi thay tu muon luge.

- An open door may tempt a saint.

- Money often unmakes the man
who makes it.

- Opportunity makes the thief.

- A fair booty makes many a
thief.

- Learning is the eye of the mind.

- Learning makes people wise,
ignorance, otherwise.

- We learn not at school but in
life.

- Learn sth by rote. (idm)

- To come/get to the wrong shop.

- It's no use pumping a dry well.

HE chét vé da, ngudi ta chét v& - He that had an ill name is half

tiéng.

Hén bay phéch lac.
Ciing:

So liu ca ludi.

Héng ndo ma chang c6 gai.

Héng nhan da truan.

559, tempt (v) cam dd, quyén rii
560. ignorance: sy ngn dét
367. thorn (n) céi gai

hanged.

- Have / with one's heart in one's
mouth.

- There is no rose without a thorn.

- Beautiful women often have many
misfortunes.

booty (n) chién 1gi phdm
otherwise {adv) : ngugc lai
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573

574

57%

576

577

Hon hin mot cdi diu.

Hic dau vao tudng.
Ciing:
Pam vao bi bong.

Hiim dit ching an thit con.

Hita nhang hia cudi.
Cing:
Hita huou hita vugn.

Huong nang thap nang khéi,
ngudi nang néi nang 16i.
Ciing:

An 1am thi hét miéng ngon,
No6i 1am thi hét 151 khén hoa
r6.

Hiru danh vé thuc.

Hiru sinh hivu tir.

Hitu than hitu kho.
Hitu xa tu nhién huong.

Ciing:
Rurou ngon bat luan be sanh,

- Be / stand head and shoulders
above sb.

- Bang one's head against a brick
wall.

- Dog does not eat dog.
- Wolf never wars against wolf.

- Promise the moon/earth.

- Promises are like piecrust, made
to be broken.

- He that promises too much
means nothing.

- Least said, soonest mended.

- Many speak much who cannot
speak well.

- Say nothing but think the more.

- The less said, the better.

- In name rather than in fact.

- All that live must die.,

- Every man must carry his own
Cross.

- Good wine needs no bush.
- True coral needs no painter's
brush.

Ao rich khéo v hon lanh vung - Real talent needs no publicity.

may.

577. coral{n) san ho

- Good ware will sell itself.

publicity(n) su rac hang, quing cdo
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578

579

£$80

581

583

I

Ich ky hai nhan. - It is an i1l wind that blows
' nobody good.
- It is an ill turn that does no
good to anyone.
Im lang 1a déng y. - Stlence gives / implies consent.
Im lang la vang. - Silence is golden.

- No wisdom like silence.

Im lang nhu t&, ' - Not a breath is heard.
- You can hear a pin drop.
- Quiet as a mouse.

Im thin thit nhy thit nu déng. - Keep as silent as the grave.

it ma tinh. - It is not the quantity that

matters, but the quality.
ft xit ra nhiéu. - Make a mountain out of a
Ciing: molehill.

Cé {t xit ra nhiéu,

578, imply{v) ngu ¥
584. molehill(n) d&t do chuét diin lén
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s85 K& an 6c ngudi d6 vo. - Shouldering other people's
sins.

- Bearing sb's trouble on one's
back.

s8& Ké cap ba gia gap nhau. - Diamond cuts diamond.
- None cut the diamond but a
diamond.
- One has met his match.

587 Ké cap §1an vdi ngudi. - There is snake in the grass.
s88 K¢ néi suong phu vudn co dai. - A man of words and not of
deeds is like a garden full of
weeds.
589 Ké tam lang ngudi mira cin. - Between two evils 'tis not
Cing: worth choosing.

Ong ciing ghé, ba ciing gém. - Same thing only different.
- It is six of one and half a dozen
of the other.

590 K¢ tham in Iy rang dio huyét. - Gluttony kills more men than

the sword.
- You dig your grave with your
teeth.
591 Kén ci chon canh. - To pick and choose.
s92  Kéo lii banh xe lich sir. - To put / set back the clock.

590. gluttony(n) théi pham an
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593

594

595

596

597

598

599

K& vai sét canh.
Khdc mau, tanh 10ng.

Khdc nhau mot tréi mot vuc,

Khau phat tam xa.

Ciing:

Miéng nam mé bung bd dao
gam.

Ciing:

Miéng thon thét, da 6t ngam.

Khéo an thi no, khéo co thi am.

Khi thuong ci 4u cling tron,
khi ghét td b hon ciing méo.

Khi vui thi vd tay vao,

Dén khi hoan nan thi nao thay
ai.

Cing:

Pugce thoi chia bdy chia ba,
Thua thi phai ngtra nguc ra ma
dén.

595. removed {adj) khic biét
596. gall (n) mat

preach(v) thuyét gido

597. sleeve (n) tay do
599, weep (v) khée

- Shoulder to shoulder.
- Side by side.

- You cannot get blood from

stone.

- Be as far removed as heaven

from earth.

- Be as far apart as heaven from

earth.

- Be as different as earth from

the sky.

- A honey tongue, a heart of

gall.

- The devil lurks behind the

CIOSS.

- When the fox preaches, take

care of your geese.

- Put your hand no further than

your sleeve will reach.

- Love rounds square things,

hatred squares round things.

- Laugh, and they would laugh

with you; weep, and you weep
alone.

lurk{v) niip
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600

6o1

60§

606

607

608

609

Khinh (ai) nhu mé.
Ciing:
Coi ai chang ra gi.

Khé hén thi chang ai nhin,
Pén khi d6 trang chin nghin
nhan duvén.

Kho ngudi khé ta, dé ngudi dé
ta.

Khoe nhu vam / voi.
Khoi vong cong dudi.

Cing:
Heét rén, quén thay.

Kho nhu ngéi.

Khé tan cam lai.
Xem:
Bi cyc thai lai.

Khon dau dén tré, khde dau
dén gia. '

Khon doc khong bang ngdc
dan.

Khon 1dy cua che than, dai lay
than che cta.

602. gander (n) ngdng dyc
604. vow (n} loi thé nguyén

- Treat sb like dirt / a dog.

- Nothing succeeds like success.

- What is sauce for the goose is
sauce for the gander.

- (As) strong as a horse / an ox.

- A kindness is soon forgotten.

- Vows made in storms are
forgotten in calm.

- The old cow thinks she was
never a calf.

- Kick away the ladder (by
which one rose).

- (As) dry as a bone.

- No wise man ever wished to be
younger.

- There's safety in numbers.

- Money is a good servant but a
bad master,
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610  Khon ngoan chi‘ing lo thyc tha. - Honesty is the best policy.
611  Khon nhu ranh. - (As) wise as an owl.
612  Khon séng mong chét. - It is a silly fish that is caught
twice with the same bait.
- It is a silly goose that comes to
a fox's sermon.
- Simpletons are always fleeced.
613  Khon tir trong tring khon ra, dai - A fool at forty is a fool indeed.
thi dén gia van dai. - The child is father to the man.
- Fools will be fools.
- You can't make a silk purse out
of a sow's ear.
- An ass will always be an ass.
614  Khon timg xu, ngu bac van. - Penny wise and pound foolish.
Ciing:
Ki cép cho cop nd tha.
615 Khong ai be queo duoc su that. - Facts are stubborn (things).
- There is no getting away from
the facts,
616  Khong ai diéc bing nhimg ké - None is so deaf as those that
khéng muén nghe. - will not hear,
617 Khong ai kéo lui dugc banh xe - The dog barks but the caravan
lich sir. goes on,
- The moon does not heed the
barking dog.
612. bait (n) méi sermon (n) bai thuyét gido
simpleton (n} ngudi kho dai fleece {v) chém dit, coa cd

613. sow (n} lgn ndi
617. caravan : doan ngudi vugt sa mac heed (v) chi ¥ dén
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618 Khong ai mi bang nhimg ké - None is so blind as those that
khéng mudn nhin. will not see.

619 Khong cinh ma bay. - To vanish/ disappear into thin
air.
- To vanish without trace.

620 Khong ché vao dau dugc. - (Be) above / beyond reproach.
621 Khong chdng ma chira. - Have a bun in the oven. (idm)
622 Khong chdng ma chira maéi - When a dog bites a man, that's
ngoan, not news; when a man bites a
C6 chéng ma chira thé giandd  dog, that's news.
thudng.
623 Khong c6cd, layrau md lam - If you cannot have the best,
ngon. make the best of what you
have.
- There is small choice in rotten
appleés.
- What can't be cured must be
endured.

- When you can't get what you
like, you must like what you
have.

624 Khong c6 gi qui hon d6c 1ap tr - Nightingales will not sing in a

do. : cage.
628 Khong 6 lira sao ¢é khéi. - There is no smoke without fire.
- Where there is smoke there is
fire.

624. nightigale (n} hoa mi
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627

629

630

631

632

Khéng c6 nghé hen machicé - All professions are useful.
ngudi hén. - Work of any kind is good.
Ciing: - It is no sin for a man to labour
Nghé nao ciing quy. in his vocation.

- Be a lamp in the chamber if
you cannot be a star in the sky.

Khong ¢6 niém vui ndotron - No sweet without some bitter.
ven. - There is no joy without alloy.
- There is no pleasure without
pain.
- Honey is sweet, but the bee
stings.

Khéng cé quy tic nao la khong - The exception proves the rule.
c6 ngoai 1é. - There is no rule without an
exception.

Khong cé tin gi, dy latint6t - No news is good news.
lanh.

Khéng dang gid mét xu. - Not (be) worth a red cent.

Khéng dang xdch dépchoai. - Sb is not fit to tie the shoelaces
of sb,
- Sb is not fit to hold a candle to
sh.
- 8Sb is not fit to black sb's boots.

Khong ddnh ké ngd ngua. - Never hit a man when he is
down. _
- One should not hit a man when
he is down.

626, chamber (n) phong
627. alloy (n) sy viéc lam kém vui
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633 Khong dén néi nio. - Not as black as it / one is

painted.
634 Khong di khong biét xit dong, - It is better to travel hopefully
Di r6i méi kho than ong the than to arrive.
nay.
638§ Khong duoc an thi dap d6. - A dog in the manger.
Ciing:

Ché gia giit xuong.

636  Khong gi chéng kho bang nuéc - Nothing dries sooner than

mat. tears.
637 Khong khao ma xung. - He who makes excuses himself
accuses.
638 Khong lai hoan khéng. - Back to square one.
639  Khong tic ddt cim di. - Not a single inch.
640 Khong mot xu dinh tui. - Not a shot in the locker.
641  Khong moi ma dén. - Turn up like a bad penny.
642 Khong nén doi héi qua mitc. - Do not cry for the moon.
643 Khong nén lam chuyén nguge - Do not put the cart before the
doi. _ horse.
- Don’t cry out before you are
hurt.
644 Khong nén lang phi thoi gian. - Take time by the forelock.

635. manger (n) méng an

640. locker (n) ritong, hodm

641. turn up (v) dén

644, forelock {n} t6c xBa xudng trin
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648

646

647

648

649

650

651

Khong nén thay ngua giita - Don't swap horses in the middle
dong. of the stream.
- Don't swap horses when
crossing a stream.
- Never swap horses in midsteam.

Khong nén vo diia ¢ ndm. - All bread is not baked in one
oven.
Khong nén xét dodn qua bé - It is not the coat that makes the
ngoai. man.
- One must not hang a man by
his looks.

- One must not judge people by
their appearances.

- One should not judge a
sausage by its overcoat.

- We cannot jugde a tree by ity
bark.

Khong phai cif ¢6 tién 1a ¢6 tat - Gold will not buy everytiting.
ca.

Khéng thanh cong ciing thanh - Tt is better to be a has -been than a

nhin. never -was.
Khéng thing thi theo. - If you can’t beat then, join
them.

Khong thay d6 may lam nén. - Nothing can succeed without
the help of one's teacher (Lit).

645. swap / swop (v) d6i, ddnh déi
646. oven (n) 1
647. bark (n) vo cay
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682  Khong tién tic 1a Lui. - Life is like a ladder; every step
- we take is either up or down.
- There is no standing still.
- He who doesn't go forward
stays behind.

653 Khong tim thi khong thay. - Nothing seek, nothing find.

6584 Khong va thi dua c6 gioi. - A stick is quickly found to beat
Ciing: a dog with.
Khong ua d4 thira chuyén xdu. - Give a dog an ill name and
hang him.
~ Faults are thick where love is
thin.
- He who would hang his dog
gives out first that it is mad.
- If you want a pretence to whip
a dog, it is enough to say he
ate the frying pan.
- The devil is not so black as he
is painted.

658 Khong vao hang cop sao bat - Nothing venture, nothing have.

dugce cop con. - Venture nothing, lose all
things.

656 Khong xé vdn sao dong dugc - You cannot make an omelette
thuyén. _ without breaking eggs.
Cling: - To reach the oyster, you must
Su nghiép Ién lao trénh sao dé break the shell.
va.

657 Khoi lai dong tro tan. - Rake over old ashes.

654. whip (v} ddnh bang roi
655. venture (v) liéu
657. rake (v) cio, bdi fim
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658

659

660

662

Khua chiéﬁg g0 mé.

Ki ¢ép cho cop néi xoi.
Ciing:

Khéng timg xu, ngu bac van.

Kia ai lao lao ngoai da,
Ma trong rong tuéch nhu hoa
mudng nimng.

Kiém k& sinh nhai.

Kién nhén 1a me thanh céng.
Ciing:

Hay cho bén chi ciu cua,
D ai cau chach cau rlia mac
ai.

638. bullyhoo (n) surqudag cdo rium beng

639. odds and ends(idm) ddu thira dudi theo

660, folly (n) su ngu xudn
602, in time (idm) sdm hay mudn

- To raise a ballyhoo.

- Penny wise and pound foolish.

- Save up odds and ends to be
robbed of everything in the
end. '

- Beauty and folly are often
companions.

- To make the pot boil.
- To boil the pot.
- To scrape & living (idm).

- It is never long that comes at
last.

- Rome was not built in a day.

- Patience - in time the grass
becomes mitk.

- Diligence is the mother of
SUCCESS.

- Everything comes to him who
knows how to wail.

- Follow the river and you'll get
to the sea.

- Patience is bitter but its fruit is
sweel.

diligence {n) su can cu
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ob3

§ &

Kién tha lau ddy 16.
Ciing:

Ning nhat chat bi.
Tich tiéu thanh dai.

Ky s bat duc, vat thi v nhan.

L

Lam ¢ cho ngudi khic xoi.

Lam dau tram ho

Lam dung téc gdy.
Cling:

Lam téc gdy dung nguge lén.

Lam ddy t& khong cong.

663. stroke (n) nhdt rlu
' pickle {(n) dura chua

- Every little helps.

- Little and often fill the purse.

- Little strokes fell great oaks.

- Many a little makes a mickle.

- Many a pickle makes a mickle.

- Penny and penny laid up will
be many.

- Do as you would be done by.
- Do to others as you would
have them do to you.

- Beat the bush for another 1o
catch the birds.

- Have to please everybody.

- Make one's hair stand on end.

- Get nothing for one’s pains.
- Be a fool for one's pains.
- Be an ass for one's pains.

mickle (n} sd luong 16n, nhidu
cak (n) cy séi
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670

674

675

676

677

Lam ddy t§ thang khén cdn
hon 1am thay thdng dai.
Ciing:

Ba nam & véi ngudi dén,
Chéng bing mot lic ding gin
ngudi khon.

Lam dén sum ca hung.

Lam di chin phuong dé mot
phuong 14y chéng.

Lam dé mé hoi, s6i nudc mat.

Lam gidu thi bat nhan, 1am
nhén nghia thi bat phi.

Lam lai cudc doi.

Lam 16 bem moi chuyén.

Lam lén cang lam ldo.

Lam ngay d& gay vé sau.
Ciing:
Chéng lo trudc 4t tuy sau.

673. muck (n) phan chuéng, d6 do bén
674. slate (n) d4 phién, bang dd den
677. tread out (v, pp - trodden) d4p it

- Better be the servant of a wise
man than the master of a fool.

- Break one’s back (to do sth).

- Do not put all your eggs in one
basket.
- Venture not all in one bottom.

- Sweat blood.
- Sweat one's guts out.
- Work one's fingers to the bone.

- Honour and profit lie not in
one sack.
- Muck and money go together.

- Turn over a new leaf.
- Start with a clean slate.
- Wipe the slate clean.

- Let the cat out of the bag.

- The higher the ape goes, the
more he shows his tail.

- A stitch in time saves nine.

- A little fire is quickly trodden
out.

- Better early than late.

stitch (n) miii khau
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Lam ngudi an toi lo mai - If you want a thing done well,

678
Viéc minh hé dé dé ai do do it yourself.
luodng.
679 Lam nguoi phai dan phai do, - Cross the stream where it is
Phai can ning nhe, phai do shallowest. '
nong sau. - In every beginning think of the
end.
- No safe wading in an unknown
water.
- Believe not all what you see,
not half what you hear.
680  Lam on khong bao gidy thiet. - A good deed is never lost.
- An act of kindness is never
wasted.
681  Lam phic noi nao cdu aochang - Charity begins at home.
bac. - Let them learn first to show
Ciing: piety at home.
Thira ngudi nha mét rangudi - Close is the skirt, but closer is
ngoat. the skin.
Thita bat, mdi ddt ra mam. - Near is my shirt, but nearer is
my skin.
682  [am phic phai t6i. - You can be kind to him and
he'll take a stick to you.
683 [am phic qu4 tay, an may. - Be just before you arc
khong kip. generous.
684 Lam vua mét lang hon 1am - Better 1o reign in hell than
quan maét nude. serve in heaven.
679, shallow (ad)) nong wade (v) 161 qua

681. piety (n) long hiéu thao
684. reign {v) tr1 vi, thong tri
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685

687

Lay ong t6i & bui nay. - He, who makes excuses,
Cling: himself accuses.

Khong khao ma xung. - To cry stinking fish.

Lim méi t6i nim khong. - He that serves everybody is

paid by nobody.

Lam sdi khong ai déng clra - A public hall is never swept.
chia. - What 15 everybody's business
Ciing: 1s nobody's business.
Cha chung khong ai khéc.
Lam thdy théi ma, 1im cha con - Many commanders sink the
kho 14y chong. ship.
- Many physicians have killed
the king.
- The mob has many heads but
no brains.
- Too many cooks spoil the
broth.
Lam vao thé bi. - Be at a deadlock.
Ciing: - Come to the end of one's rope.

Chui vao dudng ham khong 16i - Like a rat in a hole.
thoat.

Lap song 14p giéng, ai 14p dwoc - The wind cannot be prevented
miéng thién ha. from blowing.
- There are too many mouths to
stop.
- You can't gag people's mouths.

Lap chi réi mdi lap than. - Be sure before you marry of a
house wherein to tarry.

683. cry (v) rao bdn

688. mob (n} ddm déng hén loan broth (n} nudc xuyt
689, deadlock (n) s bé tac

690. gag (v) bit miéng
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692 Lap 1& danh lan con den. - Play fast and loose (with sb).

- Sell a gold brick.
693  Lau ngay la dau thanh lua. - With time and patience the leaf

of the mulberry becomes satin.
- Patience in time, the grass
becomes milk.

694 Liy an bao odn. - To return good for evil.
69§  Ldy dém lam ngay. - Turn night into day.
696  Lay doc tri doc. - To fight fire with fire.

- Like cures like.

- Nail drives out nail.
- Habat cures habit.
- One fire drives out another.

697  Liy mién xudi nuéi mién - Rob Peter to pay Paul.
ngugc.
698 L3y odn bdo an. - To return evil for good.
699 LAy thiing \ip voi. - Try to put a quart into a pint
pot.
700  Liyvgxemtong, laychongxem - Know the breed, know the dog.
giong.
Ciing: :
Mua triu xem v9, 14y vo xe
noi.

691. tarry (v) & lai, hu lai
693. mulberry (n) cdy dau tim
699. quart (n} lit Anh = 2 panh
700. breed {n) noi, gidng
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701

702

‘703

704

705

L& phéi thu6e vé ké manh.

Lén voi xuéng ché.

Lénh lang nao lang 4y dénh,
thanh lang nao lang dy tho.
Ciing:

Al c6 than ngui 8y lo, ai ¢6
bd nguoi Ay giir.

Liéu com gip mim.

Ciing:
Liéu bd do chudng.

Lo bac rau, sdu bac téc.

702. fast (v) an chay, nhin 461
704. coverlet (n) Khan trai gitdng

- Might goes before right.

- Might is right.

- There is no arguing with a
large fish.

- What may the mouse do
against the cat?

- To experience ups and downs
int life.

.- Fasting comes after feasting.

- Feast today and fast tomorrow.

- Every man to his trade.

- Let each mind his own
business.

- Mind your own business.

- Sweep before your own door.

- Cut your coat according to
your cloth.

- One must live according to
one's means.

- Put your hand / stretch your
arm no further than your
sleeve will reach.

- Stretch your legs according to
the coverlet.

- Care killed a cat.
- Care will kill a cat.
- Work won't kili but worry will.

- feast (v) an ¢, in tigc
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706

707

708

709

710

711

Long tham khéng ddy. - Beggar's bags are bottomless.
: - The more you have, the more
you want.,

Long va ciing nhu long sung, - It's as broad as it's long.
Mot tram con lon cling chung

mot long.
Lot sang xudng nia. - If you are not beneficiary your
Ciing: relatives will be.

Say vai xuéng canh tay.

L& chan gugng dugc, 16 micng - A word spoken is past
thi khong. recalling.
- Better a foot slip than the
tongue trip.
- Better to slip with the foot than
with the tongue.
- When the word is out it
belongs to another.

Lai n6i ching mdt tién mua, - To speak kindly does not hurt

Liéu 13 ma néi cho vira long the tongue.

nhau: - A civil denial is better than a
rude grant.

- Courtesy costs nothing.
- Good words are worth much
and cost little.

Loi néi dau hon dao cat. - His bark is worse than his bite.
Ciing: - The tongue is not steel, vet it
Miéng ngon nhé lau, dondau  cuts,

nhé doi. - Words hurt more than swords.

708. beneficiary {(adj) duge huong tai san
709. be past (+ V-ing) khéng thé
710. civil (ad) I d¢. lich su grant (n) khodn tr¢ cap

courtesy {n} su nha nthan, lich su

711. bark (n) tiéng sia
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712

713

714

71§

716

717

718

719

720

721

Loi néi gid bay. - Words are but wind.
- Words break no bone.
Lot néi, géi bac. - Kind words are like the music

of the world.

L&t néi nhu dinh déng cot. - Sb's word is as good as his
bond (idm).

Loi ndi phai di doi véi viec - Practise what one preaches.

[am.

Loi bat cap hai. - Why keep a cow when you can

Cing: buy milk?

Hon ching b hao. - It may do more harm than’
good.

Lon lanh chita thanh lgn qué. - A remedy is worse than
disease.

- It's better to leave well alone.

Luat 1¢ nao cling ¢6 ké hd. - Every law has a loophole.
Litic dau bac rang long. - In one's declining years / days.
Cing: - In the evening of life.
Khi gia nua tudi tac.
Ling ta ling ting nhuthg - A bull in a china shop.
vuang mat kim. - Be all fingers and thumbs.
- Tie oneself intofin knots.
Lira chdy d6 thém dau. - Add fuel to the fire.

- Pour cil on the flame.

714. bond (n) trang théi rén chéc
718. loophole (n) ké ha
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T2

723

724

‘72§

Lira gin rom lau ngdy ciing - Straw near fire will catch
bén. sooner or later (Lit).
- First make friend, then make
love.
- Put a lad near a lass and in the
long run there will be love.,

Lira thir vang, gian nan thir sitc. - The more difficult the
obstacle, the stronger one
becomes after hurdling it.

- The diamond cannot be
polished without friction, no
man perfected without trials.

- Calamity is man's true touch -
stone.

- Fire proves gold, adversity
proves mer.

Luc bét tong tam. - No living man all things can.
- The spirit is willing but the
flesh is weak.

Ludi nhédc 12 bac thing ban. - Sloth is the mother of poverty.

Ludi thoi thdy (ra). - Not do a stitch/stroke of work.
- Not lift a finger.
- Never move a finger.
- Not do a hand's turn.
- Not turn one's hand over.

722. lad (n) chang trai lass (n) co géi
723. hurdle (v) chay vugt rao, vuot qua friction (n) sv ma sét, mai

calamity (n) tai hoa touch -stone (n) hon d4 thi vang
adversity {n) khé khan, nghich cinh

725. sloth{n) su ludi biéng
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727

728

729

732

Luéi khong xuong nhiéu dubng - There is no venom like that of

1t Jéo, the tongue.

Miéng khong vanh né méo tu

nhién.

Ludi sac hon dao. - The tongue is not steel but it
cuts.

Lu6i troi long 10ng, tuy thva - The mills of God grind slowly,

nhung kho lot. but they grind exceedingly
small.

Luon ngin lai cheé chach ddi, - The pot calls the kettle black.

'Thon bon méo miéng ché trai

léch mom.

Ciing:

Ché ché méo ldm long.

Luong tam cin rt. - Sb's conscience worries him.

- Sb has pangs / stings of

conscience.

Luong tam c6 trong sdng, cudc - A good conscience is a soft
s6ng mai thanh than. pillow.

- Life is a sweet and joyful thing
for one who has a pure
conscience.

- Only a free soul will never
grow old.

727. venom{(n) noc déc

729 grind(v) xay. nghién exceedingly (adv) cuc k¥
731. pang (n) sy din vat

732. pillow{n)} cdi gdi
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M

733 Ma quen hon qui la.

734 Manh dugc, yéu thua.

73§ Manh vi gao, bao vi tién.

736  Mau chay rudt mém.

737 May hon khon.

738 MAic ket giifa hai lan dan.

739 Mait dan may day.
Ciing:
Mat tro trén béng.

734. the swift{n) ngudi nhanh nhen
736. shed(v) nhay. d6
739. brazen (adj) tro trdo

- Better the devil you know
(than the devil you don't).

- The race is to the swift.
- The worst spoke in a cart
breaks first.

- Money makes the mare go.

- They that have got good store
of butter may lay it thick on
their bread.

- When the blood sheds, the
heart aches.

- An ounce of luck is better
than a pound of wisdom.

- Better be born lucky than
wise.

- Between two fires.
- Between the devil and the
deep (blue) sea.

- Have the face (to do sth).
- (As) bold as brass.
- To remain brazen faced.
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740 Mat bo mdéi lo 1am chuéng.

741  Mait ca chi lan chai.

742 Mait cong toi.

743 Mat long trude, duge long sau.

744 Mit tién mua mam phai dam
cho thung, mat tién mua thing

phai dung cho day.

745 Mat it rudi nhiéu,

740. stable(n} chudng ngua

- It is too late 1o lock the stable
door after the horse has
bolted.

- If you sell the cow, you will
sell her milk, too.

- To lose lock, stock and barrel.

- Kill not the goose that lays the
golden eggs.

- The camel going to seek horns
lost his ears.

- To go for wool and come
home shorn.

- Throw the baby out with the
bath water.

- Waste one's fire.
- Waste one's powder and shot.

- Better speak truth rudely than
lie covertly.
- First the bitter, then the sweet.

- He who pays the piper calls
the tune.

- He who pays the piper should
call the tune.

- Little supply much demand.

bolt(v) chay long lén

T74. lock. stock and barrel (idm) toan bo moi thii

shear(v.pp: shorn} xén long
743, covertly (adv) gidu giém, che day
744, piper(n) ngudi théi sdo, kén

tune(n} diéu nhac, giai diéu
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746 Mat ngot chét rudi. - Flies are easier caught with
honey than with vinegar.
- You catch more flies with
honey than with vinegar.

747 Me hat con khen hay. - Mother scratches child's back,
' Ciing; child scratches mother's.
Cha hit con khen, ai chen vo
lot.
748 Meo gia hda cdo. - An old fox is not easily
snared.
- Old birds are not caught with
chaff.
- They that live longest see
most.

- The devil knows many things
because he is old.

749 Meo khen méo dai dubi. - Each bird loves to hear

himself sing.

- Every ass likes to hear himself
bray.

- Every cook praises hlS own
broth.

- Every bird thinks his own nest
best.

780 Me¢o lat hoan meo. - An ape’s an ape, a varlet’s a
Ciing: varlet, though they be clad in
Kht van 14 khi, hdu vén 13 hau, silk or scarlet.
du chén 1én dau phu day to lya.

748. snare(v) biy, dinh biy chaff(n) trau
749, bray(v) kéu be be broth(n) nudc xuyt, canh
750. clad (adj) mac, phil ten
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751

752

753

754

758

756

Meéo mi vd ¢4 ran. - The devil looks after his own.

Meo nho bt chuét con. - Little things amuse little
minds.

Meo tha miéng thit xon xao, - Laws catch flies, but let

Kénh/cop tha con lgn thi nao homets go free.

thay chi. - Little thieves are hanged but
great ones escape.

Méo md c¢é hon khong. - A little is better than none.

Ciing: - Better have a little than

B46i ré con hon ngoi khong. nothing.

- Better a mouse in the pot than
nio flesh at all.

- Better one-eyed than stone-
blind.

- Half a loaf is better than no
bread.

- Better one small fish than an
empty dish.

Meé anh ching phai mé tién, - All doors open to courtesy.
Thdy anh lich su, ¢é duyén, diu - Manners make the man.
dang. - Politeness costs little/nothing,
but yields much.
- Soft and fair goes far

Miéng an dén mi¢ng conroi. - There is many a slip between
the cup and the lip.
- There is many a slip twixt the
cup and the lip.
- So near and yet so far.

753, hornet(n) ong bap cay
754, stone-blind(adj) m tit
755, yield(v) sinh ra. dem lai
756.1wixt (prep) giita
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7587

758

759

760

761

762

763

764

Miéng ngon nhé lau, don dau
nhé doi. -

Miéng sot miéng ngot.
Miéng an nii lo.

Ciling:

Mua dam lau ciing lut.
Miéng con hoi sia.

Xem:

Chua rdo mau dau.

Miéng hlim gan sua.

Miéng nam mé bung bo duo
gam.

- An hour of pain is longer than
a day of pleasure.

- The nearer the bone, the
sweeter the flesh.,

- Small expenses empty a full
purse.

- Brave before a lamb, but a
lamb before the brave.

- Brave as a lion with a lamb.

- A big fish in a little pond.

- A big frog in a little puddle.

- Hares may pull dead lions by
the beard.

- A bully is always a coward.

- It's one thing to flourish and
another to fight.

- The devil lurks behind the
Cross.

Miéng nha giau noi dau ra day. - Money talks,

Miéng thé gian chéng it thi
nhiéu.

Cing:

Khong ¢é lira sao ¢6 khéi.

76t. puddle(n} viing nudc nhd
762. lurk(v) mip, dn np

- No smoke without fire.

flourish(v} huo chan miia tay
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768 Miéng thon thot, da 6t ngam. - Velvet paws hide sharp claws.
Ciing: - An iron hand in a velvet
Miéng nam mé, bung bd dao glove.
gam. - The bait hides the hook.

- A honey tongue, a heart of
gall. '

766 Minh lam minh chiu kéu ma ai - You've made your bed, now

- thuong.’ lie on it.
' - You've made the broth, now

sup it.

- As a man sows, so shall he
reap.

- As one makes one's bed, so
one must lie on it.

- As you brew, so must you
drink.

767 Md kim ddy bé. - Look for a needle in a

haystack.

768 Moc lén nhu ndm. - Spring up like mushrooms.

769 Mong mudnlachadéciay = - The wish is father to the
tueng. thought,

770  M0i ho rang lanh. - When the lips are gone, the teeth
Ciing: are cold. (Lit)

Chét c6i bo chay, chét may bé - When your neighbour suffers,
tao. you are bound to suffer,
- The fire on your neighbour's
house spreads to your own.
765. paw(n) chan con vat claw({n) mdng vust gall(n) mat

767. haystack(n) dong co kho
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771 M0i cay mbi hoa, mdinhamdi - There is a black sheep in

canh. every flock.

Ciing: - There are lees to every wine.
Némngéntay congéndaingén - There is a skeleton in every
ngan. house.

772 M@i 14n ngd 13 mot 1dn bét dai. - Experience is the best teacher.

Ciing: - Experience is the mother of
Trudc dai san khon. wisdom.
- Experience teaches us
wisdom.

- Wise after the event.
773 Mom miéng d& chan tay. - Idle folk lack no exc.ses.

774 Mon chang ra mén, khoai
chang ra khoai.
Xem:
Dd d& uong vong.

775 Mot budce i, ba budc tién. - When you are an anvil, hold
' you still; when you are a
hammer, strike you fill.

“771. flock (n) dan, bay skeleton(n) viéc x4u xa
lees (n,pl) can
773. folk {n) ngudi
775, anvil(n) cdi de
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776

778

779

780

781

782

Mot chach khong ddy dam. - A single bamboo can't form a

Ciing: row,

Mot cay 1am ching nénnon. - No man is indispensable.

Mot con én khong lam nén - One man, no man.

mila Xuén. - One swallow does not make a
summer.

- The voice of one man is the
voice of none.

- One man does not make a
team.

Mot con ngua dau ca tau khong an - When a horse is sick, the

0. whole stable refuses grass
{Lit.)

Mot cong doi viéc, - Kill two birds with one stone.

Ciing:

Nhat clr ludng tién.

Mot dén mudi, mudi dén traim. - Rumour is a lying jade.

Mot gia mot tré bing nhau. - An old man is like a child.
- An old man is no better than a
baby.

M6t giot mdu dao hon ao nudc - Blood is blood.
14. - Blood is thicker than water.
‘ - Near is my shirt but nearer is
my skin.

Mot ké ba hoa t& bang baké - A tattler is worse than a thief.
cap.

779. jade (n) con ngua
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783

784

788

786

Mot kho ving khong bing mét - Knowledge is power. -
nang chit. - The wealth of the mind is the
only true wealth.
- Wisdom is better than rubies.
- Invesiment in knowledge pays
the best interest.
- A learned maun has always
wealth within himself.
Mot liéu ba bay ciing liéu. - Dice with death (idm)
- Put all one's eggs infinto one
basket.
- Take the rough with the
smooth.
Mot 161 ndi, mot dot mau. - Promise is debt.
Mét 10i trot dd néi ra, - A word spoken is past
Déu ring bén ngua khé ma recalling.
dudi theo. - Better the foot slip than the
Ciing: tongue.
Nhat ngon k¥ xuat, tk ma nan
truy.
Mot mat xich bung 1am ditt - One link broken, the whole
tung day xich. chain is broken.
Mot mat hai long,

Xem :
Pon x6c hai dau.

784, dice with death (idm) liéu mang
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791

794

Mot mat hon mudi goi. - A bird in the hand is worth two
in the bush.
- A gift in the hand is better
than two promises.
- One today is worth two
LonoIrow,

Mot miéng thi kin. chin miéng thi - When three know, all know it.
ho.

Mét minh di dgc di ngang . - He that has a wife has a
C6 chéng, ¢6 vo thing dang master.
ma di.

Mot nghé thi song, dong nghé thi - He works best who knows his

chét. trade,

Cing: - Jack of all trades is master of

Mot nghé cho chin hon chin none.

mudi nghé, - A rolling stone gathers no
Mmoss.

Mot nha hai chu khong hoa, - There is no good accord

Hai vua mot nude it 1a khong where every man would be a

yén. lord.

- Two dogs over one bone
seldom agree.

Mot su bat tin, van su khéng - A lar is not believed when he
tin. speaks the truth.
- He that once deceives is cver
suspected.

792. moss (n) réu
794. deceive (v) lira dSi
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795

97

g 3

M6t sy nhin {2 chin su lanh
Ciing:

Com &n mdi bita mdi hung,
Hoi dau ma gisn nguoi dung
thém gay.

Mot tién ga ba tién théc.
Ciing:

Tién r¢ qud tién trau.

Thu chang b chi.

Mot tiip 1éu tranh mot trdi tim
(vang).

Mo hio, hao md.

M@ nd ran nd.

Mua danh ba van ban danh ba
déng.

Mua tranh bdn cudp.
Mua trau v& béng.

Mua riv qua mét tho.

798, covet (v) thém muén
800. badge(n) hoa tiét, hoa vin
802. poke {n)bao, bao tai

- Every fault needs pardon.
- An injury forgiven is better
than an injury revenged.

- The game is not worth the
candle.

- It is not worth powder and
shot.

- Love in a cottage.

- All covet, all lose. .

- Mere wishes are silly fishes

- He who lives by hope will die
by hunger.

- Stew in one's own juice.

- A good name is sooner lost
than won.

- Honour without maintenance
is like a blue coat without a
badge.

- Buy over sb's head.

- Buy a pig in a poke.

- Offer to teach fish to swim.
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804

g 3

810

811
812

Miia vung ché dit léch. - A bad workman blames his
Ciing : _ tools.
Vung hét ché dinh tranh. - Abad workman quarrels

with his tools.

Muc dich bién minh cho phuong - The end justifies the means.
tién. - Choice of the end covers
choice of the means.
- He who wills the end wills the

means.
- Mugi bo bién. - A drop in the bucket / ocean.
Cing:
Muéi bo bé khong tham vio
déu. '
Muédn nguoi nhu mot. - All to a man.
Muén n hét phai dao giun. - He that would eat the fruit

must climb the tree.

- He who would search for
pearls must dive below.

- No gains without pains.

Muén biét phai héi, mudn gidéi - Better to ask the way than go

phai hoc. astray.
- There is no royal road to
learning.
Muén con hon khéng. - Better late than never (but
better never late).
Mua dim thdm sau. - Small rain lays great dust.
Mura nhur trit nude. - It rains cats and dogs.

804. blame (v) ché trich
809. go astray (idm) lac dudmg
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813

814
815
816

817

818

819

820

Mimg ron. - As happy as a clam (at high
Ciing: tide).

Mirng nhu cha chét song lai.

Muon chén giai sdu. - Drown one's sorrow in drink.
Muon gi6é bé mang. - Fish in troubled waters,

Mugn luge thdy tu. - It's no use pumping a dry well.

Muu sy tai nhén, thanh sy tai - Man proposes, but God

thién. disposes.

Muu tham hoa diéc tham. - He that mischief hatches,
Ciing: mischief catches.

Dung muu lai mic meo. - The biter bit.

- You've been asking for it!

N

Nam ngon tay 6 ngdén daingén - There is a bad one in any
ngan. family.
- Accidents will happen in the
best regulated families.
- No garden is without its
weeds.
- It is a small flock that has not
a black sheep.

Nam thi mudi hoa. - Once in a blue moon.

813. clam (1) con trat
817. dispose(v) sip xé&p, gidi quyét
818. hatch (v) am muu, bay dat
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821

813

824

828

827

829

Nam trong chan mdi biét chan - Everyone knows best where
€0 ran. his own shoe pinches.
Nam dang chudi. - Be on the safe side.
- To play (it) safe.
Nang nghe hon nang néi. - Keep your mouth shut and
your ears open.
- From hearing comes wisdom
and from speaking repentance.
- The less said the better.
Nang nhit chat bi. - Light gains make heavy purse.
- Many a little makes a mickle.
Néng nhu chi. - As heavy as lead.
Nang nhu da deo. - Like a millstone round sb's
neck.
Néng nhu ndng trimg. - Be the apple of sb's eve.
- Guard sb / sth like the apple of
one's eye.
- Guard sb / sth with one's life.
Ném d4 giau tay. - Throw a stone and hide away
one's hand. (Lit)
- Pass the buck. (idm)
Ném tién qua cira so. - Throw one's money about.
Nén bac dam toac to giay. - Laws catch flies but let
Ciing: hornets go free.
C6 tién thi néi cim, khong tién - One law for the rich and
thi niém chat. another for the poor.

821. pinch (v) bd chat tam dau chan
824. mickie(n) so lugng 1n, nhiéu
826. millstone {n) thdt cdi

830. hornet(n)ong bip cay
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g €

835

837

Néu néi néu thi réu réuciing - If ifs and ans were pots and
héa mun lim. pans.
' - If the sky falls, we shall catch
larks.
- If wishes were horses, beggars
might ride.
- If is a big word.
- If my aunt had been a man,
she'd have been my uncle.
- If pigs had wings, they would
be angels.

Ngan cén treo soi téc. - Hang by a single hair / thread.

Ngay mai dang bt ddu tir ngay - All the flowers of tomorrow

hém nay. are in the seeds of today.
- All the future exists in the
past.
Ngam dang nuét cay. - A bitter pill to swallow.
Ciing: - Bite the bullet.
Ngam bé hon 1am ngot.
Nghe hoi béc néi chd. - Get news second - hand.
- Second - hand gossip.
- Learn sth by hearsay.
Ngheo an phan ngheo - He is rich that has few wants.

- He is not poor that has little,
but he that desires much.

Ngheo khong nhuc ma xau hé - Poverty is no sin / crime.
vi nghéo méi nhuc. - Poverty is not a shame but the
being ashamed of it is.

831. lark (n)chim son ca
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847

Ngheo rét mung toi.

Nghia tr 1a nghia t4n.
Nghién réng chiu dung.
Ciing:

Nghién rang ma chiu (céi gi).
Ngoai tdm tay.

Ngot bdi nhé hic déng cay.

Ngot nhir mia lii.

Ng6 bién thi phdi tdng quyén.

Ciing:
Biét thoi the méi 12 tudn kiét.

Ngoi dung &n hoang mé vang
ciing can. '

Ngéi l& d6i méch.

Ngdi mét an bdt vang.

838. harrow(n) cdi bita

840. grit one's teeth: nghién rang
846. wag (v) ve vy, viy

847. paw (n) chan m2o

- Be poor as a church mouse.

- Have not a shirt to one's back.

- Have got neither harrow nor
barrow.

- Death ends hatred.

- Grit one's teeth and put up
with it.

- Beyond / out of {one's) reach.

- That which is bitter to endure
may be sweet to remember.

- (A-s) sweet as honey.

- A wise man changes his mind,
a fool never will.

- Idleness is the key to beggary.

- Wag one's tongue.
- Tongues wag.

- Make sb pull the chestnuts out
of the fire for oneself.

- Make a cat's paw of other
people. - The cat would eat
fish but is unwilling to wet her
feet.

barrow(n) xe cit kit
put up with sth: chiv dung
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851

853

854

856

Ngéi réi lam chuyén. - The tongue of idle people is
never idle.

Ngu nhu bd/ lon. - (As) stupid as a goose /
donkey / pig...

- As thick as two planks.

Ngu si hudng thdi binh. - Fortune favours fools.
- Where ignorance is bliss, 'tis
folly to be wise.

Ngi say nhur chét. - Sleep as sound as a log / a top.
- Sleep like a dog / a log.
- Snore like a bull.
Ngua chay cé bdy, chim bay ¢é - A life without a friend is a life
ban. without sun.
Ngua non hau d4. - Young fighting - cock quickly

ruffled up its feathers,

Ngua quen duong cil. - Criminals often return to the
scene of the crime.
- The dog returns 1o his vomit.

Ngudi dn thi ¢, ngudimé thi - One rhan does the work but
khéng. seven take the pickings.
- One with a plough, seven
with a spoon.

Ngudi biét chang néi, ngudi - He knows most who speuks
néi chang biét. least.

-49. plank (n) tdm vdn

$50. favour (v) thign vi, ing ho bliss{n) hanh phiic tron ven
833, ruffle up(v) lam x0 Ién

855. picking (n) mdu thitc an
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857

858

859

861

Ngudsi budn cénh c6 vui dau
bao gid.

Ngudi dep vi lua, lia tot vi
phan.

Ngudi di khong buc bang
ngudi chuc mam com.

Ngudi khon néi mot hicu
mudi.

Clng:

Khén ngoan chang lo néi
nhiéu,

Ngudi khon mdi néi nira diéu
ciing khén.

Nguoi nam bay dang cilia ba
bay loai.

Ciing :

Nguoi ta ba thit ngudi ta,

Ké thi tién rudi ngudi ba muai
déng.

Ngudi sao, clia vay.

Ciing:

Ngusi Iam sao, chiém bao lam
viy.

Nguoi song, dong vang.

- Joy is not in things; it is in us.

-~ Clothes make a man.
- Fine feathers make fine birds.
- The tailor makes the man.

- A hungry man, an angry man.

- A word is enough to the wise.

- All bread is not baked in one
oven.

- Some people give and forgive,
others get and forget.

- It takes all sorts (to make a
world).

- As is the gardener, so is the
garden.

- As is the workman, so Is the

~work.

- Like author, like book.

- A living dog is better than a
dead lion.
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864

807

Nguu tdm nguu, m3 tdm ma.

Nha dét tir néc dot xudng.

Nha sach thi mét, bat sach ngon
com.

Nha giau nhin d4u ciling thiy
tién.

Nhan cu vi bat thién.

8635. stink(v) bdc miii hoi thai
866. godliness(n) sy sing dao
867. grist(n) hat dé xay

- Birds of a feather flock
together.

- Like draws to like.

- A thief knows a thief as a wolf
knows a wolf.

- Deep will call deep.

- Chips of the same block.

- Fish begins to stink at the
head.

- Cleanliness is next to
godliness.

- All is grist that comes to his
mill.

- All is fish that comes to his
net.

- An idle brain is the devil's
workshop.

- By doing nothing we learn to
doill.

- Doing nothing is doing il.

- Idleness is the root of all evils.

- The devil finds work for idle
hands to do.
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869

874

878

Nhanh nhdu doang that tha hu. - Good and quickly seldom
meet. _
- More haste, less speed.
- Fool's haste is no speed.
- Hasty climbers have sudden
falls.

Nhanh nhv chép. - (As) quick as lightning.
- Like a streak of lightning.

Nhanh tay hon mau miéng. - Actions speak louder than
words.
- Example is better than
precept.
- He who says big, does little.
- Put your shoulder to the

wheel.
Nhét nhu cdy/nhu thd dé. - (As) timid as a rabbit.
Nhim mat lam ngo. - Close/ shut one's eyes to sth.

- Look through one's fingers.
- Turn a blind eye to sth.

Nhan duyén tién dinh. - Marriages are made in heaven.
Ciing: '

C4i duyén Ong trdi xe, cdi que

ong troi buge.,

Nhan dinh thing thién. - Every man is the architect of
his own fortune.

870, streak of lightning: mét tia chép
871. precept (n) cham ngon
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876 Nhan hién tai mao, tring gao - A good face is a letter of
ngon com. recommendation.
Ciing: . - It's written all over his face.
Lua tot xem bién, ngudi hién - The face is the index of the
xem mat. mind. ' '
- A good horse cannot be of a
bad colour.
- A bird may be known by its
song.
- The ass is known by its ears.
877 Nhan v6 thap toan. - We are all human, we are all
sinners.
- Every bean has its black.
- He is lifeless that is faultless.
- To err is human (to forgive
divine).
878 Nhap gia iy tuc, ddo giang - When in Rome, do as the
tay Romans do.
khic. - Do in Rome as the Romans
do.
- Every land has its law, anh
every corn has its chaff.
879 Nhit cir ludng tién. - Kill two birds with one stone.
880 Nhit nghé tinh, nhit than vinh. - A useful trade is a mine of
gold.
881 Nhdt thi, nhi thuc. - All in good time.
- There is a time for all things.
877. sinner{n} ké cd t6i ' - ere(v) pham sai ldm

‘divine {n) than thanh
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2-5

§ 8

890

Nhat t6i, nhi ng. . . -Debt is the worst poverty,
: - He that goes a borrowing,
goes a sorrowing

Nhe nhie 1ong hong. - (As) hght as alr/a feather

- Nhiéu chéng cang 6t nhiéu cot - Store is no sore.
~cang bén. _
Nhin (d%1) qua cap kinh mau. - See sth through rose -
héng. coloured spectacies.
' : - Depict/ paint sth in glarmg
colour, :

Nhoc long ma chdng nén (.ong - Be a fool for one’s-pains.’

can gi. : - = Get nothing for one’s pains.
Cing: - -To be left holding the bag.
- Lam ddy t6 khong cong. R -
Nhtin phwconchichi. =~ - - Showa 'ovm‘nl.odés:tﬁ attitude.
- Nhu cd gap nuéc. " - Feel like duck in'water.
' - Be in one's elcrnenl (domg
-sth). :
- Nhy cé trén can. o (Likc)-a fish out of waler.
Nhurcdi gai ru6e mat. . - (Like) a mote in one's eye.

~ Like a red rag to a bull.
- A thorn in one's flesh/side. -
. - Stand/ stick out llkc a sore
thumb. :

884. store(n) su d6i dao, cd nhidu

885. depict (v) v&. thé hién ' glaring {adj) chéi loi
888. in element {idm) dwoc lam diéu minh wa thich

890. mote (n) hat buj
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891 Nhu ché vdi méo. - To agree like cats and dogs.
- Lead a cat - and - dog life.

892 Nhu cé lira dét trong long. - Be on hot coals/bricks.
- Be on pins and needles.
- Be/sit on thorms.
- Be all on wires.
- Feel like a cat on hot bricks.

893 Nhu con dao pha. - Head cook and bottle-washer.
- Jack of all trades.
894 Nhu dia phai voi. - Like a scalded cat.
895 Nhu g mic t6c. - Tie oneself (up) into knots.
- Have a bone in one's throat.
896 Nhu khach qua do. - Like ships that pass in the
night.

897 Nhu ngdi trén dong lia.
Xem:
Nhu ¢4 lira 46t trong long.

898 Nhu néi véi diu géi. - You might as well talk to a
Ciing: brick wall.
Nhur néi véi nguoi diéc. - It's like being up against a
blank wall.
- It's like throwing pans at a
wall.
- It's like preaching to the
winds.
- It's like shouting against the
wind.

898. blank (adj) trg irui
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899 Nhu & cung trang roi xuéng. - Have one’s head in the clouds.
900 Nhu moéi véi rang. - (Live) cheek by jowl with sb.
~ - (Be) hand and glove with sb.
901 Nhu sét danh ngang tai. - Be (like) a bolt from the blue.
902 Nhu trit duge gdnh nang. - A load fell from one's heart.
- A load has been lifted from
one's mind.
- A load has been taken off
one's mind.
- It's a load/ weight off
shoulders.
903 Nhiing nguoi chép miéng thd - It’s a poor/sad heart that never
- dai, rejoices.
Chi Ia sdu khd béng ai bao giy. - Sickness is better than
sadness.
904 Nhiing tu tuong 16n gip nhau. - Great minds think alike.
90§ No bung, déi con mit. - His eyes are bigger than his
belly.
906 No don déi gép. - Fasting comes after feasting.
- Feast today and fast
tOmorrow.
- Stuff today and starve
tomorrow.
907 No dén tan cé. - Be full up to the chin.
900. jowl(n) cim cheek by jowl (idm) ké sdt bén nhau
906. fast (v) an chay feast {v) in tiéc .

stoff(v} ngdn, tong, nhdi nhét
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908 No mét ngon, gign mat khon, - Anger and haste hinder good )
' counsel. E
- Hatred is as blind as love.

909 Noi nao giong nay. - Blood will tell.
Cing: - - Breed will tell.
Noi nao né vao g,léng ay. - What is bred in the bone wnll :
come out in the ﬂesh.
910 N6i béng néi gio. - Drop sb a hint.
' - Drop a hint to sb.
911 No6i canh'ndi khée. - - Make/ have a dig dl sb. _
: - - Throw stones at sb's window.
- 912 Noéi cho cing khong- nglu ~ - Tell that to the marines (idn‘l)‘;. -
o duorc : : -
913 N6i chuyén tam phao - Shoot the breeze.
914 N6idGinhircudi. - - To lie like a gas - ndétcr;

- -Toliclike a la_wye_r_; __

915 Noidaiboi. = -G.ive/pa'& lip --eerviée">(no st'h).-'

916  N6i dia héa t_hat.. ' - Manv atrue word is «.poken m
‘917 Néidingtimden. . - Hit the nail on the head.
908. hinder (v} cin trdy a counsel {n) lc‘ri-khuyen.

~ 909. breed (n) ndi, gidng -
910, hint(n) 15i gop ¢
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‘918 N&i gin néi xa chang qua néi - Better speak truth rudely than
that. . N lic covertly.
: - It's no use beating about the
bush. _
- An honest tale speeds best,
being plaindy told.

919 Néi hay chang tay lam gidi. - The short answer is doing.
: - Many words will not fill a
bushel.

- Actions speak louder than
words,

- Be slow to promise and quick
. to perform.

- A good example is the best
SEImon.

- The smallest good deed is
better than the grandest
intention.

- Better to do well lhan say
well.

920 N&i hay hon hay néi. - He knows most who speaks
 least,
- Think much, speak little and -
write less.

921  No6i huou ndi vion. - Spin a yarn.(idm)
' Ciing: - Talk through one's hat.
N6i nhang néi cudi. - Tell fish stories.

‘922 Noi it hiéu nhiéu. - A nod is as good as a wink (to
blind horse).

919. sermon (n) bai thuyét gido
921. yarn (n) chuyén bia
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923 Noi loi phai gitt 14y 1o, - A promise is a promise.
Dimg nhu con budm dau rdi lai - Promise is debt.
bay. - He cannot speak well that
cannot hold his tongue.
- If you pledge, don't hedge.
924 N6i mot dang 1am mot néo. - Do as I say, not as [ do.
- It's one thing to promise and
another to perform.
- Saying and doing are two
things.
928 N6i nén ma § ching nén, - He preaches best who lives
Quang rom géanh d4 sao bén best.
bang may.
926 Ndi ngot lot dén xuong. - A soft answer turns away
wrath.
- A little sympathy goes a long
way.
- Soft fire makes sweet malt.
927 No6i ngudi hdy ngdm dén ta, - Look who's talking.
Thir s& Ién gdy xem xa hay
gin,
928 Noi nhir hang t6m hang c4. - To swear like a trooper (idm).
929 N6i nhu rong leo, lam nhumeo - Great talkers are little doers.
mira, - Loud talking, little doing.
930 NOoi phai, c cai ciing nghe. - Truth will conquer.
- Good counsel does no harm.
923. pledge (v) cam két hedge (v) néi loanh quanh
926. wrath (n) s phin no malt {(n)mach nha

928. wooper {(n} linh ky binh
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932

933

934

935

936

937

Noi qud va vao than.
Cing:

Thén khdu hai x4c pham.

Néi quanh néi co.
Ciing:

Vong vo tam quéc.
N6i thanh ndi tréng.

Néi thao thao bat tuyét.

Néi that mat long.
Ciing:
Trung ngén nghich nhi.

Néi thi dé, 1am thi khé.
Ciing:

N6i thi dam nam chém mudi,
Pén bita t6i trdi chang ddm ra

sall.

N6éi toac méng heo.

937. spade (n) cdi mai

- An ox is taken by the horns
and a man by the tongue.
- Good counsel does no harm.

- Beat about the bush.

- To draw a long bow.

- Talk the hind legs of 2
donkey.

- Talk nineteen to the dozen.

- Be like an overflowing sack.

- The truth stings.
- Truth and roses have thorns
about them.

- Easier said than done.
- It's easy enough to say.

- Call a spade a spade.

- Call things by their
right/proper names.

- Lay it on the line.

- Not mince matters/words.



- 152

938 Ndi trude bude khﬁng qua. - Praise a fair day at night. .
- : : - Never cackle till your egg 19 .
laid. ' -

- Don't say "T'll never drink of
this water" how dirty so ever it
be.

- Do not boast until you see the
enemy dead. .

- Do not count your chickens
before they are hatched '

939 Noi truée quén sau. " -Havea memory/mmd llke a
' sieve.

940 N6i va bot mép. - To speak in vain.
- To waste one's breath. -

od1  N6i véi ngudi say nhu vay khéng - Wastc one's breath on sb.

tra.
Ciing: -
Néi cho phi 16i.
943 No6i vudt dudi. - It is easy to be wise after the
_ ' event.
- When a thing is done, adee
' comes too late.
943 NoGi xau sau hung. - The absent party is still faulty.
- The absents are always in.the
wrong.
- Say nasty thing behmd sb's.
back.
944 NG dom d6m mat. - See stars.

938. hatch {v) nd thanh con
839, sieve (n) cdi sang.cai riy



948 Noi nado vung 4y. - A place for everything and
Ciing: everything in its place.
N6i trdn thi dp vung tron, - Every Jack has his Jill.
No6i méo khéo tip vung con -
ciing vira. '

946 Ndi con tam banh. - Fly into a tantrum.

- Fly off the handle.
- Have/ throw a tantrum.
- Get steamed up (about sth).

947 NoGi glao cho giac. - Draw water to sb's mili.
Ciing: - Bring grist to sb's mill.
V& dutng cho huou chay. - - Play into sb's hands.
| 948 No nhu chiia Chém. _ - Be over head 'an_ ear in debt.
' " - Be deeply in debt.

- Be up to the armpits in debt.
- Be up to the ears/neck in debt.

- Be heavily in debt.
949 Nudi ong tay do. ' - To warm / cherish a snake in
Ciing: _ one's bosom. -
Dudng hé di hoa. - Set the fox to mind the geese.
' - Set the fox to keep the -
chickens.

- Set the wolf to keep the sheep.

- 986 Nudt 1oi. - Eat / swallow one's words.
981 Nira doi nira chuot. - Neither flesh nor fish.
Ciing:
D& doi dorchudt.

946. tantrum (n)con thinh nd, gian dir
947. grist {n} hat dem xay

948. armpit (n) nich

949, cherish (v) dp . nuoi
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952 Nira dua nita that - Half seriously, half in jest.
- There is many a true word
spoken in jest.

983 Nudc chay ché triing. - Money makes money.
Ciing: - Much will have more.
Nha giau tréng lau ra mia. - Nothing succeeds like
success.
984 Nudc chay dd mon. - Constant dropping wears away
a stone.
- Drop by drop wears away the -
stone.

- Little strokes fell great oaks.

985 Nudc chay lau dau cling t16i. - Follow the river and you'll get
to the sea.
986 Nudc dén chan mdi nhay. - Have one's cloak to make

when it begins to rain.
- Let the grass grow under one’s
feet.

957 Nudc do ddu vit. - Like water off a duck’s back.

958 Nudc d6 khon boc, guong v& - A broken friendship may be

khé lanh. soldered, but will never be
sound.
- It's no use crying over spilt
milk.
959 Nudc mait cd sau. - To shed crocodile tears.

952. in jest {idm) dia, khong nghiém tic
954. wear away (v) lam mon dén fell (v) don, chit
958. solder {v) hin, han gé.n sound (adj) lanh lin, vimg chac
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9b1

963

964

965

Nuéc xa khong chita duge lira - Water which is distant is no
gin. good for a fire which is near.

0

Om rom nang / ram bung. - Large authority means only
large responsibility.

On ¢4 tri tan. - By understanding the past
we'll have a better grasp of the
present.

On tap 13 me clia hoc tap. - Repetition is thg mother of
learning.

Ong ching ba chuge. - Cat's concert.

Ciing: - All at sixes and sevens,

Tréng ddnh xudi, kén thoi - One pulls one way, the other

nguoc. ' pulls the other way.

Ong dua chén gid, ba thd chai - Roll my log and I will roll

TUQu. yours.

- Scratch my back and I shall
scratch yours.
Ong ghe, ba ciing gdm.
Xem:
K¢ tim lang, ngudi nira can.

Ong ndi ga, ba noi vit. - One pulls one way, the other
pulls the other way.

964. at sixes and sevens (idm) hén don, lung tung
965. fog (n) khic gb



968 (5 ic ngi ciing khong yén. - (There's) no peace / rest for -
o the wicked.

99 (3 bau thi tron, ¢ 6ng thi dai.

Xem: :
Gan muc thi den, gan déa thi
sing. -
97¢ (3 chon noi, choi chon ban. - Better be alone than'in 111
Cing: - - company. :
Chon ban ma choi, chonnoi - The best remedy against an lll
ma &. man is much ground between.
971 dau au .dg{y_ e Every bird likes its own nest. -
972 (3 gin nha giéu daurangan - Arich nelghbour is a poor
. cOm. friend.
- 973 ( hién gap lanh. - -One good turn deserves
Ciing; another. 2

3 hién thi tai gip lanh.
Nhiing ngudi nhan dic troi
danh phiic cho.

974 & vuom nha 4 2 s e
Y Yuo‘n nha an cau sav. - The cobbler's wife is the worst
Ciing: _ ' shod.
Tho rén an dao lut. _

968. wicked (1) nguoi lam diéu sai trdi .
974. cobbler (n) thg chita gidy shod (v, pp) di gidy
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975 Onai mot chiit ché quen.
(Odn ai mot chit dé bén da
ndy)

976 On bdng cal dia, nghla biing |

COI'l IUOI

- 977 On chdag quén, odn nhd doi.

‘978 Phai mét cdi, rdi den gld
Ciing:
Phai mt bin, cach dén gi_&.

975. mercy (n) long 16t. sy may médn
976. confer (v) trao 1ang, ban cho
977. insult (1) su xdc pham

78, dicad (v) kinh so

- Count one’s blessmgs (idm).

- Gratitude is the sign of noble
souls.

- Letus be thankful for small
favours.

- One must be thankful fon
small fd\«ours

remember if; If you receive
one, never forget it.©

- A good turn is soon forgotten

- If you confer a benefit, never _

but an insult long remembered.

- A kindness is soon forgotten.

- Services are soconer forgotten :

than i injuries.

- Once bitten, twice shy.

- A burnt child dreads the fire. -

- A bitten child dreads the dog.
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980

981

982

983

Phan biét duge vang thau.

Phép vua thua l¢ lang.
Phong bénh hon chita bénh.

Phéng tay trén (ai)

Phii quy da nhan héi, ban
cung than thich ly.

Phii quy sinh 18 nghia.

Phit tai son 1am khach hiu
tdm.

Cling:

Nghéo hén giira chog ai choi,
Gidu trong hang nii nhiéu
ngudi hoi tham.

079, chaff (n) trdu
084. generate (v) tao ra

- Sort out the men from the
‘boys.
- Separate the sheep from the

goats.

- Separate the wheat from the

chaff.

- Custom rules the law.
- The command of custom is

great.

- Prevention is better than cure.
- An ounce of prevention is

better than a pound of cure.

- Steal a march on sb. (idm)
- Steal sb's thunder. (idm)

- Poverty parts friends.

- Honours change manners.
- Wealth generates formality.

(Lit)

- Friends are plenty when the

purse is full.
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986 Phiic bét trung lai, hoa vé don - An evil chance seldom comes

chi. alone.

Ciing: _ - It never rains but it pours.

Phiic chiing hai, tai ching mét. - Misfortunes never come
alone.

Q

987 (QQua cdu niit van. - Burn one's boats / bridges.
988 (Qua con bi cuc. - When the chips are down.
989 Qua con bi cuc dén ky théi lai. - After rain comes fair weather /
Ciing: sunshine.
Bi cuyc, thdi lai. - The sun will shine on our side
of the fence.
- The weariest day draws to an
end/a close.
990  (Qua con séng giod. - Turn the corner, (idm)
991 Qua do khinh séng. - A kindness is soon forgotten,
Ciing: - Pain is forgotten when gain
Qua séng dam bdi vao séng. follows,
992  (Qua song phai luy do. - Call the bear "uncle" till you
Ciing: are safe across the brigde.
Qua song thi phai luy do. - You must not expect to scorn
Vi chiéu t6i phai luy ¢6 ban danger until you are out of
diu. reach.

989. chip (n) manh vg
990. weary (adj) mét moi
992. scorn (v) khinh thuéng
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993

94

998

~ Qua cidm, qua ngot.

Qua dat tron.

Qua mi ra mua.

. Ciing:

Com to lua. qud hoa khe.

Qua cam l6ng éﬁng.

“Qua ma 3 biét qua den,
Cé6 dau qua dém mon men véi -

co.

' _Quan tdm cling tu‘ quan -

cling gat

* Quay ngodt mot tram tAm
muoi do.

Ciing:

- TrO mat ?nhtf tr6 bfm tay.

1000

Xoay nhu dcn cll.
Cing: -~
Xoay nhu’ chong chong

993. forbid (v) cAm

996, jackdaw (n) qua gy xdm .

998, every man jack: timg ngudi mot
999, volte - face (i) sy tr mit

- Forbidden fruit is sweetest.
- Stolen pleasures are sweetest.

- Men may meet but mountains

never.
- It's.a small world.

- Better a little fire to warm us
than a great one to burn us.

- Extremes are dangerous.

- More than cnough is too
much.

- - Too much water drowned the

rml}cr

- Jackdaw in peacock’s feathers.
-In borrowe'd plumes.

- A penny soul never came to
two pence.

- Say " yes" to cvery man jack.

_ ~Make a complete volte - face. i

- Spin like a top.

" plume (n) long chim dai dep
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1001

1002
1003

Quéng ganh lo di ma vui séng. - Eat, drink and be merry for
tomorrow you die.
- Laugh/live now, pay later.

Quén phdp bit vi than. - Business is business.

Quén tir 4n minh, tiu nhdn 1o - A wise man keeps a rein on
tudng. his tongue and a fool always
rushes to the fore.
- The wise man is always a
good listener.
~ A fool's tongue runs before
his wit.
- A little pot is soon hot

1004 Quan tir phong thc’m tiéu nhdn - Tt is a poor mouse-that has
~ phong bj gay. only on¢ hole.
100§ Quen mui thdy mui, an mai. ~-The appetite comes with
- Ciing: : eating.
Anquenbénmdi. - The more you have, the more
- . you want. ' _
- -Who dnnks will drmk agam
1006 Quithamabitmaydi! = -Gotothe devil t :
- Devil / plague takes you !
© 1007. Quyén cao c'ht'rc'lrong. - Be at the top of the tree.,
1008 Quyénromvadid. - . Light power heavy
' ' responsibility.
1003. rein (n) day cucng fore (n) phia trude, phin tnudce

wit (i) tri thongminh
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1009 Quyt lam cam chiu, - January commits the faults
Ciing: and May bears the blame.
Dita dai c6i trudng, ngudi khon - Bearing sb's trouble on one's
x4u mat. back.
- Taking the rap for sb else.
- Shouldering other people's
sins.
1010 Ra dudng hoéi gia, vé nha hdi - Truth comes out of the mouth
tré. of babes and sucklings.
Ciing:
Di hoi gia, vé nha hoi tré.
2011 Ra khdi cdi vo clia minh. - Come out of one's shell.
1012 Rdn sanh ra ma. - To skin a flint. (idm)
Ciing:
Vit ¢ chay ra nuéc.
1013 Rao trudc dén sau. - Be guarded in what one says.
- Use a well - guarded
language.
1014 Rau nao sau ndy. - A tree is known by its fruit.
- Such beef, such broth,
1015 Ram ngudi hon ram cia. - A good neighbour / friend is
better than a rich estate.
1009. blame {n) siu khién tréch rap (n) ci dap

1010. suckling {n) 1ré con b sita me
1012, fiint (n) d4 lira
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101b
1017

1018

1019

1020

1021
1022

1023

1024

Rau 6ng no cdm cédm ba kia.

Ré nhu beo.
Ron cudi tvoi khéc.

R& nhu ban ngay.
Ciing: Hai nam rd mudi.

Ron téc gay.
Xem:
Lam dung téc gdy

Run nhu cdy sdy.

Rudng sau tr4u nai khong bang

sinh gdi ddu long.

Ruét dé ngodi da.

Rut day dong rimg.

1018. tread upon sb’s heels (idm) bdm st

1021. aspen (n) cay duong 14 rung
1024. link (n) mét xich

- A square peg in a round hole.
- As cheap as dirt.

- Sorrow treads upon the heels
of mirth.

- As clear as day.

- As plain as daylight.

- As plain as the nose on your
face.

- Make one’s hair to stand on
end.

- To shake / quake like an aspen
leaf.

- To the lucky man a daughter
is first born.

- Wear one's heart on one's
sleeve. ,

- Have all one's goods in the
(front) window.

- The chain is no stronger than
its weakest link.

- The thread breaks where it is
weakest.

- The worst spoke in a cart
breaks first.

mirth (n) sy vui v&, thich thd
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1025 Ruou cli binh mdi. - The same old Caxer but in a

different coat.
1626 Rugu ngon ching quanbe . - A rose by any other name
sanh. would smell as sweet.
1027 Ruogu vao 101 ra. - Drunkenness reveals what
Ciing: soberness conceals.
Tiu nhap, ngdn xuat. - When wine is in, wit is out.

- Wine is in, truth 1s out.

1028 Sach nhu li nhu law. - - (As) clean as a new_pin; -

1029 Sachs€ laméconngudi. - Cleanliness is next to
o - godlmess

1030 Sai mot ly di mét dam. | - A miss is as good as a mile.

- For want of a nail, the shoe
was lost. - One false step - '
. leads to another.

103% Sang. hcn cung ba tac dﬁt - Death levels all men. -
: Ciing: - - - Six feet of earth make all men
Chinh chuyén ché’t cling ra ma, equal :
Léng lo chét cling khiéng ra '

ngoai ddng.

1025, Caxer (n) 1én riéng / ngudt hay ninh hot
1027, soberness (n) sy tinh tdo conceal (v) gidu giém
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1032

1033

1034

1035

1036

1037

1038

1039

Sanh khéong thlng cd di dang - There is no effect without a

nao. cause.
Ciing: . - Nothing is stolen without
M¢é&o nao meo lai an than, hands.
Bdi chung ¢6 m& dé tran lén - Every why has a wherefore.
trén.
Sao muon long cong. - A beggar on horseback.
Ciing: - A crow in peacock’s feathers.
Qua cam long céng. - In borrowed plumes.
Sat muéi vao ndi dau (cha ai). - Rub salt into the wound / sb's
wounds.
Sat nhan gia tir. - He who kills must be killed.
(Lit)
- A life for a life.
Say bi ti. - (As) pissed as a newt,
Ciing: _ - (As)drunk as alord / a
Say tit cung thang. fiddler.
- Be drunk as muck. (idm)
- Blind drunk.
- See pink elephants.

Sap chét dudi vé ca cong rom. - A drowning man will catch at
a straw.
- Any port in a storm.

Sét ching dénh hai lin vio mét - Lightning never strikes in the
ché. same place twice.

Sét danh ngang tai. - (Like) a bolt from the blue.

1032. wherefore {n) Iy do
1036. pissed (adj) say, xin newt {n) con sa giong
fiddler {n} ngudi choi dan vidlong



1040

1041

Sinh gia tat tir. - Dying is as natural as living,
Cing: .
Ngudi ta ai rdi cling phai chét.

Sinh khong tif lai hoan khéng. - A handful of ashes is all that
remains of the greatest.
- Death is the grand leveller.
- It will all be the same a
hundred years hence.

1042 Sinh sy, sy sinh. - Don't trouble trouble till
Ciing: trouble troubles you.
Dimg béi rac 1én ma ngr. - He that seeks trouble never
Mmisses. )
- Let sleeping dogs lie.
1043 Sinh vao gid hoang dao. - Be bom lucky.
Ciing: : - Be bom under a lucky star.
Deé ra gap gio tot. - - Be born with a silver spoon in
one's mouth.
1044 S6i doi 16t ciru non. - A wolf in sheep's clothing.
- An iron fist / hand in a velvet
glove.
10485 SO phan dd mim cudi (vdi ai). - Fortune has smiled (upon sb).
1046 86 phan lao dao, phai sao chiu - No flying from fate. '
vay
1047 S6 s6ng vt bo tre van song. - Fools grow without watering.
1041. ash {n) tro leveller (n) ngudi cong bing

hence (adv) tinh tir nay
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1048 50ng cd khic, nguoi cé lic. - A flow will have an ebb.
Ciing: - Fortune knocks once at least
Giau ba muoi tudi chd mig,  at every man's gate.
Khé ba muoi tudi em dimg voi - One cannot always be
lo. fortunate.
- There is a crook in the lot of
everyone.
1049 Song siu con co ké do, - The soul of another is a dark
Long ngudi nham hiémaido  place.
cho cung. - You can never see into
Ciing: another heart.
Do song do bién dé do long
ngudi.
1050 Song dd chét do. - More dead than alive.
Ciing:
Thira séng thi€u chét.
1051 Song duc sao bang thic trong. - Better a glorious death than a
shameful life.
1052 Song hop qudn, gian truan ndo - Company in distress makes
sQ. trouble less.
- There's safety in numbers.
1083 SOng mon. - be (stuck) in a rut. (idm)
1048. crook (n) khiic cong ebb (n) sy rdt ra xa, xudng

1052. distress (n) dan khé, cénh khén ciing



1084

1058

1056

1057

1058

S6ng méi ngudi mot nét, chét - Every man is mad on some
moi ngudi mot tat. point.
- Every man has his hobbly -
horse.
- Every cock sings in his own
manner.
- Every man buckles his belt his
own way.

Song sao chét vay. - As a man lives, so shall he
die.
- As we live, so shall we end.
- A cur's death for a cur.
- The dog shall die a dog's
death.
- To a dog a dog's death.

S6ng v&i nhau nhu chd véi - Lead / live a cat - and - dog
meo. : life.
- Bicker / quarretl like cat and
dog.
- Agree like cats and dogs.
- Agree like pickpockets in a
fair.

Sg bong g gid. - The devil is not so bad as he is
painted.

Sg mat mat. - Be as afraid as the devil is of

Cing: - incense.
Hén siéu phéach lac. - Be dead scared of sth.

1054, buckle {v) cai khda hobby - horse(n) dé tai ua thich
1055. cur (n) chd lai, ké hén nhat :

1056. bicker{v} cdi nhau

1058. incense(n) huong trdm



169

1059 SOm mot ngdy hay mot chudc. - Better early than late.
- Delays are dangerous.

1060 Suy bung ta ra bung nguci. - A wool-seller knows a wool-

buyer. ' .

- Measure another man's foo
by one’s own last.

- Measure others' feet by one's
own last.

- Measure others' corn by one's
own bushel.

3061  Su ndi su phai, vii ndi vdi hay. - All arguments, both of sides
are right.
- Opinions differ,
- There are two sides to every
question.

1062 Sy doi vay 1rd, trd vay. - What you lose on the swings
you make up on the
roundabouts.

1063 Sy iam hay hong, sy ngéng hay - A watch pot never boils.

tro.

1064 Sir that kho tim. - Truth lies at the bottom of
well. '
- The truth is often difficult to
come at.

1065 Sy that mat long. - Nothing stings like truth.
- Truth is generally unpalatable.

1060. last{n) cct giay
1062. make up (v) bix lai
1065. unpalatable (adj) khé chiu sting (v) cham, d6t
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1066 Sira gay (ai) - Home truths are hard to
swallow.
- Rap sb on the knuckles. (idm)
- Give sb a good talking - to.
- Rake / haul sb over the coals.

(idm)
1067 Sia sai khong ai ché muon. - It is never too late to mend.
1068  Sira khong nhay qua dang. - The stream can’t rise above its
source.
1069  Siic khoe 1a vang. - Health is a jewel.
1070 Siic khée quy hon vang. - Good health is above wealth.
Ciing: - Health before wealth.
Giau ngudi bang mudi giau - Health is better than wealth.
cha, - Wealth is nothing without
health.
1071 Sitc ngudi 6 han. - A man can do no more than
Clng: he can.
Ngua nao gic duge hai yén. - No living man all things can.
- One cannot swim against the
tide.
- One cannot go further than the
wall.

- Nothing comes out of the sack
but what was in it.

1066. haut (v) kéo
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X072 Sudng lim, khé nhiéu. - Laugh before breakfast you'll
Ciing: cry before supper.
Cuc lac sinh ai. - Laugh today and cry
tomorrow.
- Laugh on Friday, cry on
Sunday.
- Sorrow treads upon the heels
of mirth.
- Joy is always trailed by sorrow,

1073 Sudng qui héa ro. - Set a beggar on horseback and
he will ride to the devil.
- Give a fool rope enough and

he'll hang himself.
1074 Ta vétatim ao ta, - Dry bread at home is better
_ Dii trong dit dyc ao nha van than roast meat abroad.
hon. - Home is home though it be

never so homely.
- East or west, home is best.
- There is no place like home.

1078 Tai bay va gi6. . - Be in/ get into hot water.
- - Be caught before one knows
it.

1072. tread upon sb's heels (idm) bdm st mirth (n) sy vui vé, thich thd
trajl (v) kéo theo
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1076

1077

1078

1079

1080

1081

Tai vach mach rimg / dimg. - Fields have eyes and woods
Ciing: have ears.
Dimg ¢6 mach, vidch ¢6 tai. - Hedges have eves and walls
have ears.
- Pitchers have ears,
- The child says nothing but
what is heard is by the fire.
- Walls have ears.
Tai 1én viéc phai 16n.

Xem:
Ca thuyén c4 séng.

Tai ngat nhu ga cét tiét. - (As) pale as a ghost.

- Pale as death itself.
Tai anh tai 4, tai ¢4 doi bén. - It takes two to make a quarrel.
Tam ngu thanh hién. - Four eyes see better than two.
Ciing: - Many heads are better than
Khon doc khong bing ngdc one.
dan. _ - Two heads are better than one
‘ even if one is a sheep's.
Tay khong bat giac. - Catch sb / sth with chaff.

- Pick up sth without firing a
shot / without striking a blow.
- Take sb/ sth with bare hands.

1076. hedge(n) hang rao pitcher(n} binh dung nuée
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£082  Tay |]am ham nhai, tay quai

1083

1084

108§

miéng tré.

Ciing:

C6 khé méi ¢6 miéng an.,
Khong dung ai dé mang phin
dén cho.

C4 vt va méi an rhan,
Khong dung ai brfmg cam tin
che cho.

Tay tring van hoan tring tay.

Ciing:
X061 hong bong khfmg

Tét dén niha ngéi cling nhu nha

-tranh.

Tam ddu y hop.
Ciing:
Y higp tam ddu.

- Every day is not Sunday.

- No bees no honey, no work no
money.

- No song, no supper.

- No sweet without sweat,

- Get nothing for one's pains /
trouble.
- Be no better off than at the

~ start.

- All one’s work was In vain / comes
to nothing.

- All cats are alike grey in the
night.

- All cats are grey in the dark.

- At night all cats are grey.

- When candles are out, the cats
are grey.

- Joan’s as good as my lady in

the dark

- Two mmds with only a single

thought.

- As thick as thieves.

- Be / act in unison.

- Be heart and soul to one
another.

- Be all in all together.

- Live in harmony concord.
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1086

1087

1088

. 1089

1090

Tam ngdm tdm ngdm ma ddm - Dumb dogs are dangerous.

chét voi. - Beware of a silent dog and
Cing: still water. '
Tdm ngdm chét voi. - Still waters run deep.

- Where the river is deepest it
makes least noise. :

- Still waters have deep
bottoms.

Tan quan, tan chinh sach. - A new broom (sweeps clean).
. - New lords, new laws.
- New times, new songs.

Tha 1am ddu ga hon lam dudi - Better be the head of a dog
triu. than the tail of a lion.
- Better to reign in hell than serve
in heaven,

Tha lam ddy t& thing khon hon - Better be the servant of a wise
lam thay thing ngu. man than the master of a fool.
Ciing:

Ba nam & véi ngudi dan,

Chéng bing mot lic dimg gin

ngudi khon.

Tha réng an nira qua hong, - Better half a ripe persimon
Con hon an ca chiim sung chit  than a whole bunch of green
1&. figs. (Lit)

1086. beware(v} than trong, coi chimg
1087. broom(n) cdi chéi
1088. reign (v) tri vi, théng tri
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1091 Tha rang dugc sé trén tay,

Con hon duge hia trén may

hac vang.

1092 Tha céo vao ndo chudng ga,

Xem:
G tning cho 4c.

1093 Tha con sin sit, bit con ca ro.

1094 Tha méi bat béng.

1095 Thii qud, bat cap.

1090. persimon (n) cay / qua héng
bunch {(n) chum

1092. reversion (n)} quyén thita k&

1093. sprat {n) cé trich com
minnow(n) c4 tu€ (ho chép)

- A bird in the hand is worth two
in the bush.

- Better an egg today than a hen
tOmorTow,

- A pound in the purse is worth
two in the book.

- Better a sparrow in the hand
than a crane on the roof.

- Better a cottage in possession
than a kingdom in reversion.

- Throw a sprat to catch a
mackerel.

- Throw out a minnow to catch
a whale.

- Lose the substance for the
shadow,

- Extremes are dangerous.

- Too much of one thing is as
bad as none at all.

- Too much of one thing is good
for nothing. '

- Too much water drowned the
miller.

fig (n) cay / qua va

mackerel (n) c4 thu
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1096

1097

1098

1099

1100

1101

1102

Tham mot dia, bo ca mam.

Tham quyén c& vi.

Tham thi tham.

Tham thuc cige than.

 “Than than tréch phan. -

Thanh cong nay s& din dén

nhimng thanh céng khac

Cling: -

Trai ciing chiéu vﬁn do

Thénh nhfm con ch khl nhﬁm.

Ciing: - _
Nhén vo thap toan

1098, covet(v) theém mudn
1099. gluttony(n) théi pham an
1100. rail (v) ming. xi va.
[102. marksman{n) xa tha

- Better lose the saddie than the
horse.

- Hang on to one's position.

- All covet, all lose.
- Grasp all, lose all.
- Kill the goose that lays the
golden eggs.

- Gluttony kills more than the
sword.

- Many dishes make many
discases.

- Too much puddmg will choke
adog. :

- You dig your grave with your -

teeth.
- To rail against fate.

. - Nothing succeeds llke _
success.

- A good marksman may miss.

- He that never climbed never
fell. '

- No man is wise at all time.

- To err is human (to forgive
divine). '

- He is lifeless who is faultless

grasp{v) ndm, tdm, ém
choke(v) 1am téc tha

err(vj pham sai ldm .



LLL§

1303

Théanh nhan dai ké khi kh. - Fortune favours fools.

Ciing: - Fortune smiles upon fools.
Tét s6 hon ¢6 lam.
Thio da d6 va cho ché.
- Xem:
- Mua vung che dat lech.
Thay ngua giita dong. - - Change / swap horses in
: ' midstream.
‘Tham 1im phai nhiéu. - Love me little, love me long.
Ciing: . - Soon hot, soon cold.

51e7

Cang thim thi cang chéng - Soon ripe, soon rotten.
phai,. . o

- Thoang thoang hoa 1ai lai duo::

thom lau.

Thiing cong lam, thing ngay - Fools make feasts and wise

. an. : _ men eat them, -
- Ciing: o -Onebeatsthcbushand another

~C8c md, ¢o X0i. : catches the bird.

Thing mi din dit thing mit. - The blind leading the blind.
: _ - If the blind lead the blind,
both shal] fall into the dltch

Théng khong kiéu, bai khong - Human pride is human

nan. _ - weakness.

" Thit chat hdu bao. - Tighten the purse - strings.
Thét lung budc bung, - Tightcn._one's belt. _
' - Make both ends meet.

1103. favour(v) thién vi, ing ho -
1107. feast (n) bila cd



178

1112

I113

1114

1115

1116

- 15317

1118

Than 1am t6i doi.

Ciing:

Minh larm minh chju kéu ma ai
thuong.

Théan lira wa ning.

Than nhau ldm, cn nhau dau.

Than qué héa 1on.
Ciing:
Choi chd, ché 1li€m mat.

Théin hon nat than tinh.

Thén linh ciing kinh dita ngé.

That bai 1a me thanh cong.
Ciing:

Thua keo truéce, duge keo sau.

1113. comply (v} tudn theo
1114. stink (v) b6c miti hoi théi
1115. breed (v) gay ra, din dén
1117. clink(v) ngn vang

L118. spin(v) xe s5¢i

- As a man makes his bed so he
must lie on it.
- Nobody's enemy but his own.

- To comply only when
shouted at.

- Fish and company stink in
three days.

- Too much familiarity breeds -
contempt.

- Fear has big eyes.
- The devil is not so bad as he is
painted.

- As the fool thinks, so the bell
clinks.

- If at first you don't succeed,
try, try again.

- Failure is the mother of
success.

- He who makes no mistakes,
makes nothing.

contempt (n) su coi thudng
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1119

1120

1121

1122

1123

1124

1128

Thét c¢o 1§ van. - You must spoil before you
Cing: spin.
Xudng déc khéng phanh. - Hit / reach rock bottom.
- Be down to the bottom of the
barrel.
- Reach the end of one's tether.
- Go to the dogs.
That tha 1a cha qui qudi. - Honesty is the best policy.
Ciing:
Khon ngoan chéng lo that tha,
Luong thung, trdo dau, khong
qua dong day.
Th4u tinh dat 1y. - Settle a matter in accordance
with both feelings and reason.
Théy khoe thiy citu duge - Physician, heal thyself!
nguoi,
Dén khi thiy 6m chang ai ciu
thay.
Thiy nao, td ndy. - Good masters make good
servants,
- Such master, such servant.
- Like master, like man.
Thiy ndo, trd ndy. - Like teacher, like pupil.
Thay bd cit ddo mai. - Much is expected where much

given.

1119. tether(n) day xich



1127

13139

1181

5153

Thiy cidy ma ching thdy rimg.

Thdy hién dam xién 16 mii.

Thdy ngum sang bﬁt quang
lam ho.

Ciing: _

Gidu 1a ho, khé ngudi dung.

Thém nhé rdi.

Thé gian gitp miéng {ao xao,

~ Al cho dong nao ma dé‘ khé

khan.
Thich chi hon pht quy'. |

Thién 16i chi dau ddnh ddy.

Thit da ai ciing 12 ngudi.

1130. parsnip (n) i cdi

- You cannot see the wood for
the trees.

- Be unable to grasp the whole -
because of too many details.

- A shy cat makes a proud
mouse. '

- Next of kin to the rich, no kin
to the poor.

- It makes one's mouth water.
- One’s mouth is watering.
- One licks one’s chops / lips.

- Fine / kind / soft words butter
no parsnips.

- A contented mind is a

_ continual feast,

- Contentment is better than
_riches.

- Just do as one is told.
- He is a person who just carries
out other people's orders. -

- Everyone has feelings.

- One's heart is not a stone.
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ll!‘_'

1138

1140

1141

1142

Thoc / choc gdy banh xe.

Thong déng bén giot.
Ciing: _
Moi thir déu m¥ man.
Tho rén an dao lut.

Thoi budi nao, phong hda 4y.
- Cing:
- Thoi dai ndo, ky curong dy.

Thei gian eo h¢p.

Thdi gian han gin moi vét
- thuong long.

Thi gits 1a vang bac.

Th gids tham thodt thoi dua, -

N6 di di m4t, ¢6 chd doi ai.

Thasi the tao anh hing.

1134. spoke (n) nan hea

grit {(n) d4 mat _
1136. cobbler (n) thy chira gidy
1142; alter (v) thay déi

- Put a spoke in sb’s wheel.

- Tryto lhrow a spanner in the
works.

-Put gm in the machine.

- Everything in the garden is
lovely.

. The_éobbler's wife is thé worst
- shod.

- Manners change with the
fimes,
- - Other days, other ways.
_ - Other times, other manners.

4.B_e"hard pressed for time.

- 'Time and thinking tame the

~ strongest grief.
- Time cures all things.
- Tlmc is thc great healer.

- Tlmc is gold / money.

-. Tlmc and tide walt forno
. man.
- Time flies.
< The mill cannot grind with the
- water that is past.

- Circumstances alter cases.

spanner (n) cdicis- I&

shod (v, pp) di giay
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1143

1144

114%

1146

1147

1148

Thu chéng bi chi. _
Ciing: - Not worth powder and shot.
Hon chéng bd hao.
Thu minh trong vé &c. - Go / withdraw into one's shell.
Cling: Chui vao cai vo cia - Retire into one's shell.
minh.
Thu va thu vén. - Feather one's (own) nest.
Thua keo niy, bay keo khdc. - Better luck next time.
- The greatest calamily is not to
have o
failed, but to have failed to
try.
Thuan buém xudi gié. - It is smooth / easy sailing.
- (Flow) smoothly like on
wheels.
- (Go) as smoothly as a
machine:

- In smooth waters.

Thu4n vg thudn chéng tit bé - A house divided against itself
dong ciing can. cannot stand. :

1146. calamity (n) tai hoa



1349 Thing réng kéu to. - The less people think, the
Ciing: more they talk.
Dét hay néi chit. . - He that is full of hlmself is
: very empty. :

- An emply vessel gives a
greater sound than a fuli
barrel.

- Empty vessels make the
greatest sound.

- Shallow streams make most
din.

1180 Thudc ding gid tat. - Bitter pills may have blessed
effects.

1181 Thit nhét cy ly, thit nhi t6c d9. - Water which is distant is no
good for a fire which is near.

1152 Thira ngudi nha méi ra ngudi

ngoai.

Xem: _
Lam phiic noi nac cdu ao
chang bic.

1183  Thitc lau m&i bi€t dam dai, - You never know anyone till
& lau méi biét long ngudi d  you've eaten a peck of salt
hay. with him. :

' - Never judge another until you
have walked two weeks in his
shoes.

- Before you make a friend, eat
a bushel of salt with him.
- Judge not of men and things at
first sight.
1149, vessel (n) chau, vai barrel (n} thing trdn
shailow (adj) nong dint (n) tiéng én ao, 4m §

1150. blessed (adj) d& chiu, hiéa nghiém
1153, peck {n) thiing. d4u to
bushet (n) don vi do ludng khodng 36,4 [it
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T 1584

Thyc tiic binh cudng. - An army marches on its

' 3 stomach. :
Thuong con cho roi cho vot, - - Spare the rod and spond the
ghét con cho ngot cho bai. - child.

Thuong ngudi nhu thé thuong - Do as you would be doe by.
than, - - Love all, tmstafew,dowrong
1o none.
- Live and let live.

Thuong nhau con chdy cin d6i. - Real friends should have
everything in common.
- Between friends all is
‘common.

. Thuong bét chinh, ha téic loan ~He is not fit to command

Ciing: - others that cannot command
Bé trén chéng & chinh ng6i,  himself.

bé cho bé dusi chiing toi hén - Law-makers should not be
hao. _ law-breakers -

Tich coc phbng co, nch y phbng - Put sth by for a rainy day
han. . = Save sth for a rainy day. -
Cing: © . -Make provision for a mmy day
Lam kln lanh dé danh khi dau beforehand

1155. rod (n) gay, cdi roi
1159, provision (n) sy dut phong
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Tich tiéu thanh dai. - Every little helps.

1162. beware (v) dé phong, canh gidc
1164, reckoning (n} sy tinh todn

. 1208
- Many a little makes a mickle.
- Grain by grain, and the hen
fills her belly.
- A pin a day is a groat a year. -
- Little by little the bird builds
its nest.
- Little strokes fell great oaks.
- Small rain lays great dust.
2382 Tié&c chiing bd tiic. -~ -In trouble to be troubled is to
Ciing: have your trouble doubled.
Khéc ciing chiing 14y lai dugc - It's no use crymg over spllt
cua da mat. : i mnlk \
1362 Tién tréch ky hau tréch nhan. - Blame of no man more than
Ciing: - thyself.
Tréch minh truéc, trich ngudsi - - Beware of no: man more than
sau. .. thyself.
: - Every man is. hls own enemy
~ 1383 . Tién bac di truéc, myc thuée di - One law for the rich, and
sau. ' another for the’ poor.
2364  Tién bac phan minh kéo dai - Shorl debtsl reckomngs make
: tinh ban. - long fnends '
1160. mickle (n) s& lugng 16n, nhiéu groat (n) déng bén xu

thyself (pers. pron) nhu yourself



1168 Tién cha khong phai 14 thuGc - Happiness consists not in
do hanh phiic. possessing much, but in being
content with what we now
POSSESS.
- It is not he who has little, but
he who wants more, who is

POOI.

1166 Tién ddu bit loi. - Not get to the first base {with
sth).
- Stumbie at the threshold.

1167 Tién nio cla 4y. - A good dog deserves a good
bone.
- If you pay not a servant his
wages, he will pay himself.
- The labourer is worthy of his
hire.

1168  Tién trdm hau tau. - Behead first and report (to the
king) about it later on. (Lit)
- Do sth without permisson and
report to the head about it
afterwards.

1169  Tién trao chdo miic. - If you dance you must pay the
Ciing: fiddler.
Tién trao ra, gi bat 1ay. - If you cail a tune you must
pay the piper.
- If you touch pot you must
touch penny.

1166. stumble (v) vdp, trugt chan

1167, deserve (v) ximg ddng

1168. behead (v) XU trdm

1169. fiddler (n) ngu¢i choi daa viélong
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1170 Tién vio nha kho nhu gié vao - A fool and his money are soon
nha tréng. parted.
- It is easier to get money than
to keep it.
- Money burns a hole in one's

pocket.

1171 Tién thodi ludng nan. - Between the devil and the
deep blue sea.
- Between two fires.
- On the horns of a dilemma.

1172 Tiéng cudi bing mudi thang - Laugh and grow fat.

thudc. - Laughter is the best medicine.
1173 Tiéng dit d6n xa.- - Bad news travels fast.
- Good fame sleeps, bad fame
creeps.
- Bad news has wings.
- Il news comes/ runs/spreads
apace.
1174  Tiéu tién nhu nudc. - Have money to burn.
Ciing: ' - Throw one's money about.
Tiéu tién nhu pha. - Spend money like water.
117§ Tin bom mat bo, - - Trust not a new friend nor old
Tin ban méat vg ndm co mot enemy.
minh.
1176  Tin tin, phong phong. - If you wish for peace, be
: preprared for war.
- Trust in God and keep your
powder dry.

1171. dilemma (n) tioh trang khé xit
1173. apace (adv) nhanh
1176. keep one's powder dry (idm} sin sang déi phé
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1183

1185

Tmh than cung cdn nhuvat - Man does not live by bread -

chat. ’ alone.
Tinh yéu vén mi quﬁng.  -Loveis blind, as well as
: i . hatred.
Tinh bo nhu kh&lg. | * - Not turn a hais.
: = (As) cool as a cucumber.
Tinh gia héa non. ~ -'The best-laid plans may come
to nought.
Tiv nghiu nhu méo cut tai. - - Like a lost soul. -
' - - With a face as long as a poker.
- - With a hang - dog look on -
one's face. _
To ddu ma dai. i - There's no fool like an old
t o fool. | _
Tga_ son quan hd ddu. - Don't try to scparate ﬁghtmg _
c _ dogs -
Téi den nhu' mic.. L -Ttis puch dark.
T6ng cyu nghenh tan. See lhe old off and wélcom’e
~ the new. (Lit) '
- ng out the old year and rmg _
in the new, i

1181, poker (n} que i than
1184. pitch - dark (ad)) 15i den
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1186

1587

3189

Tt danh hon Ianh do. - A fair/good name is better
than riches.
- A good name is rathe_r to be
chosen than great riches.
- Better go to heaven in rags
than to hell in embroidery.

Tot gé hon 16t mrée son, - Clothes do not make a man.
Xau ngudi dep nét con hon dep - Fine clothes do not make the
ngUd. gentleman.
- Handsome is as/that
handsome does..
- It is not the gay coat that
~.makes then gentleman.
- The cowl/ hood does not make
the monk.

_ Tét khoe, x4 che. - Family affairs should be kept
Ciing: private.
- Tét dep pho ra, x4u xa day lai. - It is best to wash one's soiled

linen at home.,

Tét 1€ dé thua. y - An cmply hand is no lurc for a
' : - - hawk.

T6t ma dé chi. - All are not hunters that blow
: the hom. -
- All are not saints that go to
church.
- Many a fine dlsh has nothing
S onit.

- -1187. gay (ad}j) vui tudi, ryc 18 cowl (n) md whm ddu

“ hood (n) 40 choing o L
1188. tinen (n) dé vai lanh o

. 1189 lure (n) stic cim dé . hawk (n) con diéu hau
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1191

119Z

1193

1194

1195

1196

1197

1198

1199

T6t tan khong bang x4u cuu.

Tot vay day ng.

Ciing:

Nhin miéng qua ngay, an vay
deo no.

Tra gid cit co.

Tré hét ng doi.

Tra méi thit xua.

Trai anh hhng,‘géi thuyén
quyén.

Ciing:
Trai tai gii sac.

Trai ba muoi tuéi dang xoan,
G4i ba muoi tudi 43 toan vé
gia.

Trai ¢é vg nhu dg budc chan.

Trai khon vi vg, gai ngoan vi
chong.

1196. faint (adj) yéu 6t

- OId customs are best.

- Old friends and old wine are
best.

- O1d shoes are easiest.

- He that goes a borrowing,
goes a sorrowing.

- Pay through the nose (for sth).
- Pay one's debt to nature.
- Pay/settle an old score.

- None but the brave deserves
the fair.

- Faint heart never won fair
lady.

- A man is as old as he feels,
and a woman is as old as she
looks.

- Men are as old as they feel
and women as they look.

- A good husband makes a good
wife.

- A good wife makes a good
husband.
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izo0

iz01

1202

1203

1204

1205

Trai qua nhiéu cudc bé dau,

Trang bi dén tan rang.

Tranh thi thoi gian.

- Trénh vo dua gap vo dira.

Tranh voi ching x&u mat ndo.

Tram bé dude cling v duge
con &ch.

1203. smother (n) khéi day dac
1204. keep clear of sth (ldrn) tranh xa
1203. fling (v) ném

- Much water has flowed under
the bridge.

- Be armed to the teeth.

- Be armed from head to foot.
- Be armed at all points.

- Be heavily armed.

- A race against time.

- From bad to worse.

- From smoke into smother.

- Out of the frying-pan into the
fire.

- Better bend than break.

- For mad words, deaf ears..

- The earthen pot must keep
clear of the brass kettle,

- There is no arguing with a
large fist.

- Flying dirt enough and some
will stick.

- Throw mud enough and some
will stick.
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1206  Tram cdi tén nhim mot cdi - There are more ways than one

dun. - - ‘ to kill a calf,
' o - There are more ways to kill a_
dog than (by) hanging.

- There are more ways to kill a -
cat than choking her with -
cream.

1207 Tram cong nghin viéc. - Up to the ears in work.
1208 Trim hay khong bang tay - An old ox makes a straight
: quen furrow.

- Experience / practice is the -
best teacher.

- Practice makes perfect.
1209 Trim ndm bia da thi mon. - A tale never loses in the
Ngan nam bia miéng vincon  telling.
. tl‘O‘tl'U
131® Tram nghe khéng béng mét - Observation is the best teacher.
thﬁy _ - One eyewitness is better than .~
_ ' two hear -s0's.
- Seeing is believing.
- Words are but wind, but seeing
is believing.
- The proof of the pudding is in
the eating.

- %832 Tram on khong bing hon tién. - Many words will not filla
' . bushel. - Words pay no debts. -

1212 Tram séng dé vé bé. - All rivers flow into the sea.

1208. furrow (n) ludng cay
1211. bushel (n) don vi do luong khoang 36.4 lit
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1213

1214

1218

1216

1217

Tram thi ba dan. - All sorts of things.

- This, that and the other.
Tram t4i ciing vao mot gong. - Pay all scores at once.
Ciing: - One may as well be hanged
“Dang nao ciing chét. for a sheep as for a lamb.

- A man can die but once.

Tram voi khong duge bat nude - Great boast, small roast.
X4o0. - Great cry and little wool.
- He that promises too much
means nothing.
- Promises are like piecrust,
made to be broken.
- The noise is greater than the
nut.

Tran nhu nhong. - As bare as the palm of your
hand.
- As naked as my mother bore
me.
- As naked as a picked bone.
- In one's birthday suit.
- In a state of nature.

Trau bo hiic nhau ruéi mudi - Pig/ piggy in the middle.
chét.

Ciing:

Tai bay va gié.

1214. score (n) ng

12135. boast (n) 131 néi khoe khoang - piecrust (n) vo bénh mréng
1216. picked {adj) 43 gam sach

1217. piggy (n) con lon con
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1218  Triu bude ghét trau an. - A successful man often has
Ciing: many enemies.
Vo duyén ghét ke ¢6 duyén,
Khéng tién ghét ké ¢é tién cam
tay.
1219 Triu cham udng nudc duc. - Better early than late.
Ciing: - Fist come, first served.
PDén cham, gim xuvong. - He who sleeps catches no fish.

- The early bird catches the

WwOorm.
1220  Trau dong nao an cd déng dy. - Where the goat is fettered she
Ciing: must browse.
Trau ta an cd dong ta.
1221 Tre gia khé udn. - An old dog cannot alter his
' way of barking.

- An old dog will learn no new
tricks.

- You can't teach an old dog
new tricks.

1222 Tre gia mang moc. - When the bamboo is old, its
shoots sprout. (Lit)

- The old generations are bound
to be replaced by the young
ones.

1223 Tre non dé udn. - Learn young, learn fair.
Ciing: - Train up a child in the way he
Udn cay tir thud con non, should go.
Day con tir thud con con ngay
tho.
1220. fetter (v} budc, xich lai browse (v} gdm cd

1221. alter {v) thay ddi trick (n) trd bip, thi thuat
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1224

1225

1226

1227

1228

1229

Tré ngudi non da.

Tré trom ga, gia trom trau.

Tre vdi gia khé ma hoa hop.
Cing:

Tré theo dao tré, gia theo dao
gia.

Treéo cao, nga dau.

Trén de dudi biia.

Tri tué minh mén chi ¢ dugc
trong co thé khoé manh.

1228, nether (adi) O dudi

- You must not expect old
heads on young shoulders.
- (Be) at a tender age.

- He that will steal and egg will
steal an ox.

- Youth and age will never
agree.

- Pride goes before a fall.

- Pride goes before and shame
follows after.

- Pride will have a fall.

- The higher up, the greater the
fall.

- The higher one climbs, the
farther one falls.

- The highest tree has the
greatest fall.

- Between the hammer and the
anvil.

- Between a rock and a hard
spot.

- Between the upper and nether
millstones.

- A sound mind in a sound
body.

millstone (n) thét céi
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1230

1231

1232

1233

Troc dau khong lo bi tim téc.

Trong cdi rii c6 cdi may.
Ciing:
Hoa trung hitu phuic.

Trong con hoan nan méi ré
ban chén tinh.

Ciing:

Dao thir trau héo, kéo thir lua
s0.

Trong tim tay.

1230. banckrupt (n) ngudi v ng
1231. lining (n) 16p vai 16t

a blessing in disguise (idm) rii lic ddu, vé sau lai héa ra may
1232, adversity (n) khé khan, nghich canh  distress {n) cénh cing quin, khén khé

- He that is down need fear no
fall. :

- The beggar may sing before
the thief.

- A beggar can never be
bankrupt.

- Every cloud has a silver
lining.

- It's an ill wind that blows
nobody any good.

- Misfortune has its uses.

- No great loss without some
small gains.

- A friend in need is a friend
indeed.

- Hard times show whether a
friend is a true friend.

- Prosperity makes friends and
adversity tries them.

- Company in distress makes (a)
trouble less.

- Misery loves company.

- Two in distress make sorrow
less.

- A friend is one who comes to
you when all others leave.

- It is within reach.
- You just have to reach out.
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1234

1235

1236

1238

1239

1240

1241

Trom chéng 13y ctia trém.

Tréng ga héa cudc.

Trong mat ma bat hinh dong.

Con lgn ¢6 béo thi long mdi
ngon.

Tréng dua duge dua, trong ci
duoc ca.

Ciing:

Trong cdy nao in qua ndy.

Trong ddnh xu6i, kén théi
nguge.

Xem:

Ong ching ba chuéc.

Trt khéng chiu dét, dat phai
chiu tron.

Troi khong déng cira ai.

- Crows do not pick crow's eyes.
- Dog does not eat dog.

- Take a hen for a moorhen.

(Lit)

- Take chalk for cheese.
- A tree is known by its fruit.

- Such beef, such broth.

- As you sow, so shall you reap.
- He that respects not is not

respected.

- If the mountain does not come

to Mahomet, Mahomet must go
to the mountain.

- God tempers the wind to the

shorn lJamb.

Troi qua bao an chdo gy rang. - Whom god destroy, they first

1236. broth (n) nuée diing, canh
1240. temper (v) lam din

make mad.



198

1242

124%

1244

1245

1246

1247

1248

Troi sinh voi, sinh ¢é. - Every day brings its own
Ciing: bread.
Troi sinh, trén dudng. - God never sends mouths but he
sends meat.
Tring qua. - Hit the jackpot. (idm).
Ciing: - Make a killing.
Tring dim, v& bam.
Trdt gian 1én dau ai. - Pour out the vial / phial of
wrath on sb.
Trit hoi thd cudi cing. - Breathe one's last.
Tring dé€ diu dang. - Hang by a hait/ single thread.
Tring khén hon vit. - Don't teach your grandmother
Clng: to suck eggs.
Chang phai day di vén vdy. - Don't teach fish to swim.
- Never offer to teach fish to
swim.
- Teach your granny to roast
eggs.
- Cooks are not to be taught in
their own kitchen.
Tring khong thé choi da. - It's no use butting your head
against a wall.
- You can't knock down a wall
with a pea-shooter.
Tring rong lai n& ra rong, - Like begets like.

Liu diu lai héa ra dong liu diu. - Like parents, like children.

1244. vial (n) lg nho, dng dung thude phial (n) = vial

wrath (n) su phidn nd

1246, thread {n) sgi chi
1248, butt (v) hiic ddu pea - shooter (n) dng xi déng
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1280 Trugt vo dua, thay vo dira cling - Fear has big eyes.

s0. - Fear takes molehills for
Ciing: mountains.
So hiim s¢ ca cut hum. - Fear breeds terror.

- Fear sees danger everywhere.
- Faint hearts see danger
lurking even where is none.

1251 Tu than r6i mdi té gia. - He is not fit to command
others that cannot command
himself.

1252 Tudn chay ndo ciing co nuéc - Have a finger in every pie.

mat.

1283 Tung / dua chu bai ra. - Play one's trump ~card.

1284 Tiing thi phat tinh. - Needs must when the devil
drives.

- Need makes the naked man
run.

128§ Tudi cao chi cing cao. - There is no age to the spirit.

1286  Tiy co ting bién. - To adapt oneself to

Cling: circumstances.
Liéu gi6 phat co. - If you can't turn the wind, you

must turn the mill sails.
- Trim your sails to the wind.
- When you are an anvil, hold
you still; when you are a
hammer, strike you fill.

1253. trump - card (n} quan chi bai
1254. naked (adj) trdn trudng
1256. teim (v) xoay theo hudng gid



12587

ix58

1259

1260

1261

1264

1265

1266

Tu tudng khong thong vic - A burden of one's own choice
binh khéng ciing ning. is not felt.
- What we do willingly is easy.
- The burden one likes is
cheerfully borne.
- That load becomes light which

is cheerfully borne.

Tir thai cuc nay dé&n thai cuc - Go from one extreme to

khac. another.

Tu trén trdi roi xudng. - To drop from the clouds.

Tt ¢4 v6 than. - Have neither house nor home.

T hai giai huynh dé. - Within the four seas all men are
brothers.

T cao tr dai. : - Full of one's own importance.

- Have a swollen head.

Tu coi minh 14 cdi r6n cha vii - He thinks the whole world

tru. revolves around him.
- He think he is the lord of
creation.
Tu c6 chi kim. - From time immemorial up to
now.
Tu dao huyét chén minh. - Dig one's own grave.

Tu gitp minh, chinh 12 troi - God helps those who help
gidp. themselves.
: - God takes care of those who
take care of themselves.

1263. revolve (v) quay, xoay
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1267 Ty lyc canh sinh.

1268  Tic nudc vd bd.

1269 Tugi nhu hoa.

1270  Tuong ké tyu ké.

1273t Tiu bat kha ép.

1272 Tiu nhap ngén xudt.

Ciing:
Ruou vao, 1Gi ra.

1267. paddle {v) cheo (thuyén)

1269, daisy (n) hoa cic dai

1272. soberness (n} su tinh reou
reveal (v)délora

- Paddle one's own canoe.

- Pull oneself up by one's (own)
bootstraps. (idm)

- Under one's own steam.

- Rely only on yourself is an
old proverb.

- Stand on one's own legs.

- The last drop makes the cup
run over,

- The last / final straw (that
breaks the camel's back).

- Fresh as a daisy.

- Turn the tables (on sb). (idm)
- Use the tactics of the enemy
to fight the enemy. (Lit)

- Eat at pleasure, drink with
measure.

- What soberness conceals,
drunkenness reveals.

- When wine is in, wit is out.

- Drink loosens the tongue.

- Good ale / liquor will make a
cat speak.

- Wine in, truth out.

conceal (v) gifu giém
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U

1273 U6n ludi bay l4n trude khi néi. - First think, then speak.

1274

127§

1276

1277

1278

Uén tre tr thud cdn non,
Day con day ltic con con lén
ba.

Udng nudce nhé ngudn.
Clng:
Udng nudc nh ké dao giéng.

Udng ruou nhu hii chim.

U'éc mo va hién thuc, hai cuc
cua cude doi.

U6t nhu chuét 16t.

1273, score (v) rach khia dé d4nh ddu
§274. cradle (n) cdi noi
1278. soak {v) ngdm nudc

- Second thoughts are best.

- Think before you speak.

- Think today, speak tomorrow.

- Measure thy cloth ten times,
thou can cut it but once.

- Score twice before you cut
once.

- Draw not your bow till your
arrow 1s fixed.

- Make hay while the sun
shines.

- Strike while the iron is hot.

- What's learnt in the cradle
lasts till the tomb.

- Never cast dirt into that
fountain of which you have
sometimes drunk.

- When drinking water, think of
its source, (L.it)

- Drink like a fish.

- Dreams go by contraries.

- Like a drowned rat.
- Soaked/wet to the skin.

tomb {n) ndm mb
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1279

1280

1281

1282

1283

1285

\ Y%

Va béi miéng ra, bénh qua
miéng vao.

Vach 4o cho ngudt xem lung.

Vach mat chi tén.
Ciing:
Chi tan tay, day tan trén.

Vai nam tic rong than mudi
thudc cao.
Vai thua che mat thanh.

Vin d3 déng thuyén.

Van bat dic di.
Ciing: -
Cuc chang da.

1280. linen (n) quén do, dd vai lanh
1284. die = dice (n) con siic sic
1285. resort (n) phwong sdch

- An ox is taken by the horns,
and a man by the tongue.

- Tell tales out of school.

- Wash one's dirty linen in
public.

- Air one's dirty laundry in
public,

- Do one's dirty washing in
publzc.

- Show sb (up) in his true
colours.

- Broad as a barrel.
- Built like a brick.
- With door - wide shoulders.

- Shape a coat for the moon.

- The die is cast. ‘
- What is done cannot be
undone,

- At the worst.
- As in the last resort.
- In an emergency.



1286 Van sy khoi ddu nan. - All things are difficult before
they are easy. :
- It is the first step that

costs/counts.
1287 Van 16i bat nhu bén. - A light purse is a heavy curse.
Ciing: - An empty sack cannot stand
Ngh&o méi ci méi hén. upright.
1288 Vang bong mét thoi. - A flash in the pan.
1289 Ving d6 nho 1ong son.
Xem:
Hoang kim hic thé tam.
1290 Vang that khong sg lira. - True gold does not fear the
fire. (lit.)
1291 Vo 16 h, ra 16 héng. - 111 -gotten gains seldom
prosper.

- What is got over the devil's
back is spent under his belly.
- Easy come, easy go.

1292 V3o tai ndy ra tai kia. - Go in at one ear and out (at)
the other.
- Go in through one ear and out of
the other.

1293 Vay thi ha ha, tré thi hi ht. - He who likes borrowing
dislikes paying.

1294 Van hay chéang lo dai dong. - Brevity is the soul of wit.

1287. curse (n) tai hoa, 141 nguyén ria
1291. belly (n) cdi bung
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129§ Vin minh, vg ngudi. - Every ass likes to hear himself
Ciing: bray.
Xua nay thé thdi nhén tinh, - Every cook praises his own
Vo ngudi thi dep van minh thi  broth. '
hay. - Each bird loves to hear
himself sing.
1296 Ving chi nha ga voc niéu tom. - The mouse lordships where
Ciing: the cat is not.
Véng chiia nha ga moc dudi - When the cat's away, the mice
tom. will play.
- Sport as you may while the
master's away.
1297 Ving dan 6ng quanh nha, ving - Men make houses, women
dan ba quanh bép. make homes.
Ciing:
Pan ong cam cha dan ba [am
t0.
1298 Ving mo thi chg ciing dong. - No man is indispensable.
- For one that is missing there's
no spoiling a wedding.
1299 Vit chén lén c6 ma chay. - Fly / rush like a bat out of
Cling: hell.
Chay bén s6ng ban chét. - Run for dear life.
- Show a clean pair of heels.
- Take to one's heels.
1300 Vit c6 chay ra nuéc,

Xem:
R4n sanh ra m@.

1295. bray(v) kéu be be

1296. lordship (v) cdm quyén, théng tri
1298, indispensable (adj) khong thé thi€u
1299, bat(n) con doi

brotﬁ(n) canh, nudc xuyt
sport(v) vui diia, n6 gidn

heel(n) g6t gidy, g6t chan
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1301 Vin con phong d6 1am.

1302 Vin dé ddu tién (12 tién dau).

1303 Vit quy hic mat.
Ciing:

(6 thi coi thudmg, mit mai tiéc

thuong.

1304 V& duong cho huou chay.

1308 Vén tay do x6 d6t nha ting
gidy.

1306 Ven ca doi dudng.

1307 VE véi 6ng ba 6ng vai.
Ciing:
V& chéu t6.

1301. pep (n) sy hang hdi, sitc manh

1303. pinch{n) chd giay chat lam dau-chan

1304. grist(n) hat dem xay
1305. squander (v) hoang phi

- There's plenty of pep in sb yet.

- There is life in the old dog
yet.

- To bear one's age well.

- Sound in wind and limb for
one's age.

- First things first.
- The first thing to do.

- We never know the value of
water till the well is dry.

- When the pinch comes, you
remember the old shoe.

- The cow knows not what her
tail is worth until she has lost
1t.

- We know not what is good
until we have lost it.

- Bring grist to somebody's
mill.
- Play into sb's hands.

- Throw one’s money about.
- To squander one's money.

- Have the best of both worlds.

- Be gathered to one's fathers.
- Go over 1o (join) the majority.
- Go to Kingdom Come.
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1308

1309

1310

1311

1312

1313

1314

131§

Vénh cai mat 1én.

Vi phii bat nhan, vi nhan bat
phii.

Vi cdy, day cuén.
Ciing:

Vi cay, day leo.
Viéc ai ndy lo.
Cling:

Al lo phan nay.

Viéc chay bay khi gap tay tho
khéo.

~ Viéc cong xin ¢ phép cong

ma lam.
Xem:
An cho buén so.

Viéc dd qua, cho qua.
Ciing: Pimg an com mdi néi
chuyén cfi.

Viéc dan ba khé ma lam hét.

1309, muck (n) rdc rudi, dé do bin
1311. last (n) khuon déng gidy
1314. bygones (n, pl) chuyén cii

- With one's nose in the air.

- Honour and profit lie not in
one sack.
- Muck and money go together.

- The friend of your friend is
also our friend.

- To stick to one's last.

- Every tub must stand on its
own bottom.

- Every miller draws water to
his own mill.

- He works best who knows his
trade.

- Let all things past pass.
- Let the dead bury their dead.
- Let bygones be bygones.

- A woman’s work is never
done.

tub (n) chau, binh



1316

1317

1318

1319

1320

Viéc dau tay rdt hay bi hdong. - It is the first step that is

Cling: troublesome. _
Trude ¢ vung réi sau méi - The first attempt is always a
khéo. flop.
- You must spoil before you
spin (well).
Viéc gi dén, sé dén. - What comes, will come.

- What must be, must be.
- What will be, will be.
- Never cross a bridge till you

come to it.
Viéc hém nay chd dé ngly - Never put off till tomorrow
mai. _ what you can do today.

- Tomorrow is another-day.
- There is no time like the

present.
Viéc 1am cif phai ma lam. '- Do right, come what may!
Mic cho thién ha ludn dam - Do your duty, whatever
nho to. betide!
Viéc ngudi thi sdng, viéc minh - Lookers -on see more than
thi quang. players.
Ciing: - Lookers -on see most of the
C& ngoai, bai trong. game.
- Men are blind in their own
casc.
- Standers-by see more than
gamesters.

1316. flop (n) st that bai
1319. betide (v) gay réc réi
1320. locker-on (n) ngudi xem, khan gia  stander-by (n) ngudi xem, khdn gid

gamester (n) ngudi thi déu, ddu thi



1321

1322

1323

1328

1326

1327

1328

Viéc to dirng lo tén. - Never spoil a ship for a
ha'p'orth of tar.
Viét nén trang sit moi. - Add a new chapter to sth.
- Usher in a new chapter in the
history of sth.
Vo ddu biit tai. - Wring one's hands.
Vo quit day c6 méng tay nhon. - Diamond cuts diamond.
. Ciing: _ - None cut the diamond but a
Qua xanh lai gap nanh sac. diamond.
Vong an béi nghia. - Bite the hand that feeds one.
V6 hoan nan, bat anh hiing. - A great ship asks deep waters,
Clng: - Calamity is man's true
So ra méi biét béo giy, touchstone.
Bay ngay ba bdo (mdi) biét cay - In a calm sea, every man is a
citng mém. pilot.
Vo phuong citu vén. - Beyond / past redemption.
Ciing: - There's no escape.
Hét phuong citu chira. - There's nothing to be done
about it.

- There is no way out for sb.
- One can see no other way out.

Vo t6i hon héi 18i. - Repentance is good but
innocence is better.

1321, ha'p'orth= halfpenny worth: s6 tién nho

1322. usher sth in (v) m&ra

1323, wring (v) v0 xé, vét, b6p

1326. calamity (n) tai hoa touchstone (n) hon d4 thilr vang
1327, redemption (n) su chudce lai



1329

1331

1332

1333

1334

1335

1336

Vo diia ca nim.

Vg chong méi cudi khong
bing ving lau.

Vo chéng nhu diia ¢6 d6i.

V¢ khén ngoan lam quan cho
chéng.

Vua nghe vg mat nudc.

Vua Ngo ba sdu tan vang,
Chét xubng 4m phi ching
mang dugc gi.

Chiia Chém mac no ti ti,
Thic xudng &m phit kém gi
vua Ngo.

Vung tay qua tran.

Vung hat ché dinh tranh.
Xem:
Miia vung ché dat léch.

Vung théi vung tha.

1329. heap (n) déng

1334, leveller (n) ngudi ung hd su cong béng

1335. spite (v) choc tite, lam hai

- Put everything in the same
basket.

- Put sb on the same level with
sb.

- Throw everything in a heap.

- Men are best loved farthest
off.

- The thread follows the needle.

- Where the needle goes, the
thread must follow.

- A good wife is a good prize.
- Nothing is dangerous in this
life except women.

- Death is the great leveller.
- Death levels all men.

- Six feef of earth make all men

equal.

- Live beyond one's means.

- A bull in a china shop.
- Have a heavy hand.

level (v} san bang
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1338

1339

1340

1341

1342

1343

Vudt mit ciing phéi né mili. - Spite the face, spare the nose.
Ciing: Panh ché phai ngé mit
chu.

Vuot rau him. - Beard the lion in his den.
Ciing:
Vao hang bit cop.

Vira an cudp, vira la lang. - He carries fire in one hand
Ciing: Vira danh tréng, vita @an  and water in the other.

cudp.

Vira mat ta, ra mét ngudi. - Do to others as you would ,
have them do to you.

Vira nhéc t6i Tao Thdo, - Talk of the devil and he is
Tao Thdo da t6i. sure to appear.

Ciing: - Speak of the devil, and his
Sao ma thiéng thé ! imps shall appear.

Vira nhu in (v§i ai). - Fit (sb) like a glove.

1339. den (n) hang
1342. imp (n) qui con, tiéu yéu
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1344

1348

1346

1347

1348

X

Xa mat, cich long.

Xanh co hoac dé nguc.
Xanh nhu tau 1a.

Xanh vo d6 long.

Xay Ida thi khoi 4m em.
Ciing:
Xay théc thi khoi b€ em.

1344, grieve (v) dau budn, thumg tiée
1347, deceptive (adj) lira d&i, ddnh liva
1348. spin (v) se sci

- Far from eye, far from heart.

- Long absent, soon forgotten.

- Out of sight, out of mind.

- Salt water and absence wash
away love.

- Seldom seen, soon forgotten.

- What the cye does not see, the
heart does not grieve aver.

- It's doordie !
- It's death or glory for sb.

- White as a sheet / as ashes / as
marble,

- A fair face may hide a foul
heart.
- Appearances are deceptive.

- A man cannot spin and reel at
the same time.

- One cannot do two things at
once.

- You cannot be in two places at
once.

- You can't be here, there and
everywhere.

reel (v) ddnh dng
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1350

1351

1352

1353

1384

Xay lau dai trén cat. - Build castles in the air.
Ciing: - Build sth on sand.
Di trang xe cét bién dong, - Castles in Spain.
~ Nhec 1ong ma ching nén céng - Plough the sand.
cén gi. "
Xem trong bép biét nét dan ba. - A bird may be known by its
Cing: song.
Xem viéc biét nguoi. - A good workman is known by
: his chips.

- Judge a man by his work.

- Such carpenters, such chips.

- The tilling shows the tiller.

- Every man’s work is a portrait

of himself.
Xeép lai quéi kht. - To shelve the past.
- Let bygones be bygones.
XE&p xo6 (viéce gi). - Put (lay, cast) on the shelf.
Cing: - To lay up in 2 napkin.
Bo x6 (céi gi),
Xia vao chuyén nguti khdc. - Put / stick one's oar in. (idm)
Ciing: Cho miii vao viéc ngudi - Have an oar in every man's
. khéc. boat.
X4 chan 16 mii. - Lead sb by the nose.
Ciing:
Dit mii ai.

1358

Xem: Quay nhu dén cih.

1350. chip (v) v& bao tilling (n} viéc cay cdy

tiller (n) dan cay, nong dan

1352, napkin (n) khin in
1353. oar (n) mai chéo
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1356

1387

1358

1359

1360

1361

Xoi hong bong khong.
Xem:
Tay tridng van hoan tring tay.

X&i 18 trdi cho, lo xo trdi cum - Nothing enters a closed hand.

lai. - Better to give than to take.
Xui tré an ciit ga. - Incite sb to do a stupid thing.
Xudi viéc, tiéc to. - Business before pleasure.
- Business first, pleasures
afterwards. _
- Work done, have your fun.
Xuong ddc khong phanh.
Xem:
That co 1o van.
X mi thing chot 1am vua. - Among the blind, the one -
eyed man is king.
- In the land / realm of the blind

the one - eyed is king.

1358. i.ncife (v} kich thich, xii giuc
1361. realm (n) vuong quéc
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1363

1364

Y

Y bénh bit y bénh. - Every door may be shut, but
Cling: death’s door.
Thuéc chita bénh, ching chita - Death when it comes will have
ducc ménh., no denial.
- Death is no respecter of
persons.
- There is a cure for everything
. but death.
- There is a remedy for all
things but death.

Y dan I3 ¥ troi. - The voice of the people, the
voice of God.
- With public sentiment nothing
can fail, without it nothing can

succeed.

Y hiép tam déu.
Xem:

Tam diu ¥ hgp.
Yeéu cho vot, ghét cho chai. - Spare the rod and spoil the
Ciing: child.
Yéu cho roi cho vot, ghét cho - A man who has not been
ngot cho biii. flogged is not eduacated.

1362. be no / not any respecter of persons (idm) ddi xir binh déng, khéng phan biét

at

1363. sentiment (n} finh cam
1365. rod (n) gay, cdi roi flog (v) quét bing roi
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1368

1370

1371

Yéu nén t6t, ghét nén xau.
Cling:

- Beauty is in the eye of the
beholder.

Yéu nhau ci u ciing tron, ghét - Beauty is in lovers' eyes.

nhau qua bé hon ciing méo.

Yéu nhau dn khéng khi cling

no.

Yéu nhau may nii ciing tréo,
May song ciing 161,
M4y déo ciing qua.

Yéu nhau rao gidu cho kin.

Yéu nhau yéu ca dudng di,
Ghét nhau ghét ca tong chi ho
hang.

Yéu nhau qud déi nén me.
Tinh ra m&i biét ké ché ngudi
cudi.

1366, beholder (n) ngudi nhin
1367. leek (n) 16i tay
1368. conquer (v) chinh phuc, vugt qua

creep (v) bo, leo

1371. affection (n) su thuong yéu

- Faults are thick where love is
thin.

- Affection blinds reason.

- Jack is no judge of Jill's
beauty.

- Lovers live by love, as larks
by leeks.
- In love is no lack.

- Love conquers all.

- Love laughs at locksmiths.

- Love will creep where it may
not go.

- Friendship langhs at distance.

- A hedge between keeps
friendship green.

- He that loves the tree, loves the
-branch.
- Love me, love my dog.

- Affections blind reasons.

locksmith (n) thg khéa
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A

A bad arrangement is preferable to the best lawsuit,. 335
A bad beginning makes a bad ending. 376

A bad compromise is better than a good lawsuit. 335

A bad workman blames his tools. 804

A bad workman quarrels with his tools. 804

A bargain is a bargain. 16

A beggar can never be bankrupt. 1230

A beggar on horseback. 1033

A big fish in a little pond. 761

A big frog in a little puddle. 761

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 789

A bird may be known by its song.  876,1350

A bitten child dreads the dog. 189

A bitter pill to swallow. 834

A broken friendship may be soldered, but will never be sound.
A bull in a china shop. 720, 1337

A bully is always a coward. 483, 761

A burden of one's own choice is not felt. 1257

A burnt child dreads the fire. 189,978

A catin gloves catches no mice. 261

A cat may look at the king. 277

A child may have too much of his mother's blessing. 120
A chip off the old block. 150

A clean fast is better than a dirty breakfast. 406

958



220

A clean hand wants no washing. 146

A clear ¢onscience laughs at false accusations. 146
A cock -and - bull story. 228

A cook is valiant on his own dunghill. 197

A constant guest is never welcome. 8

A contented mind is a continual feast. 1131
A cracked bell can never sound well. 481

A creaking door hangs long on its hinges. 59
A crow in peacock's feathers. 1033

A cur's death for a cur. 1055

A dash of bitters to make you appreciate sweets. 365
A dog in the manger. 201, 635

A drop in the bucket / ocean. 806

A drowning man will catch at a straw. 178

A fair booty makes many a thief. 559

A fair face may hide a foul heart. 123

A fair / good name is better than riches. 1186
A fault confessed is half redressed. 90
Afeastorafast. 453

A fine cage does not fill a bird's belly. 268

A fine cage won't feed the bird. 268

A fish rots from the head. 342

A flash inthe pan. 1288

A flow will have anebb. 1048

A fool always rushes to the fore. 396

A fool and his money are soon parted. 1170

A fool may sometimes give a wise man counsel. 448
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A fool at forty is a fool indeed. 613

A fool's tongue is fong enough to cut his own throat. 467
A friend in need is a friend indeed. 1232

A friend is a present you give yourself. 498

A friend is one who comes to you when all others leave. 1232
A gift in the hand is better than two promises. 789

A golden key opens all doors. 269

A good anvil does not fear the hammer. 146

A good beginning is half the battle. 379

A good beginning makes a good ending. 379

A good conscience is a soft pillow. 732

A good deed is never lost. 469, 680

A good dog deserves a good bone. 1167

A good example is the best sermon. 919

A good face is a letter of recommendation. 876

A good horse cannot be of a bad colour. 876

A-good husband makes a good wife, 208

A good name is sooner lost than won. 800

A good name keeps its lustre in the dark. 530

A good marksman may miss. 1102

A good neighbour / friend is better than a rich estate. 1015
A good turn deserves another. 973

A good turn is soon forgotteil, but an insult long remembered. 977
A good wife makes a good husband. 1199

A good wife is a good prize. 1332

A good workman is known by his chips. 1350

A grain of wheat in a bushel of chaff. 301



A great fortune is a great slavery. 23

A great ship asks deep waters. 118, 1326

A great voyage befits a great ship. 118

A greater catholic than the Pope. 58

A grey beard, but a lusty heart. 482

A guilty conscience needs no accuser. 266

A handful of ashes is all that remains of the greatest. 1041
A hedge between keeps friendship green. 1369

A honey tongue, a heart of gall. 596, 765

A hungry belly has no ears. 109

A Kkindness is soon forgotten. 604, 977, 991

A learned man has always wealth within himself. 783
A liar is not.believed when he speaks the truth. 794
A liar should have a good memory. 462

A lie begets alie. 351

A lichas no legs. 462

A life fora life. 1035

A life without a friend is a life without sun. 498, 852
A light purse is a heavy curse. 1287

A little body often harbours a great soul. 76

A little fire is quickly trodden out. 677

A little is better than none. 754

A little pot is soon hot. 1003

A little sympathy goes a long way. 926

A living dog is better than a dead lion. 863

‘A load fell from one's shoulders. 902

A load has been lifted from one's heart. 902



A load has been taken off one's mind. 902

A long story. 331

A man can do no more than he can. 1071

A man can die but once. 1214

A man cannot spin and reel at the same time. 1348

A man is as old as he feels, and a woman is as old as she looks. 1197
A man is known by the company he keeps. 474

A man is master in his own house, 486 _

A man is rich according to what he is, not according to what he has. 493
A man of words and not of deeds is like a garden full of weeds. 588
A man who has not been flogged is not aducated, 1365

A miserly father makes a prodigal son. 425

A miss is as good as a mile. * 1030

A new broom (sweeps clean). 1087

A nod is as good as a wink. 922

A penny more buys a whistle. 298

A penny saved is a penny gained. 111

A penny soul never came to two pence. 997

A pin a day is a groat a year. 1160

A place for everything and everything in its place. 945

A pound in the purse is worth two in the book. 1091

A promise is a promise. 923 ,

A public hall is never swept. 147, 687

A race against time. 1311

A ragged coat may cover an honest man. 507

A remedy is worse than disease. 717

A rich neighbour is a poor friend. 488
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A rolling stone gathers no moss. 792

A rose by any other name would smell as sweet. 541
A shy cat makes a proud mouse. 1127

A sin confessed is half forgiven. 90

A single bamboo can't formarow. 776

A small leak will sink a great ship. 130

A soft answer turns away wrath. 926

A sound mind in a sound body. 1229

A sow is no match for a goose. 430

A spark is sufficient to kindle a great fire. 130

A square peg in a round hole. 1016

A still tongue makes a wise head. 10

A storm in a tea - cup. 78 .

A tale never loses in the telling. 1209

A tattler is worse than a thief. 782

A thief knows a thief as a wolf knows a wolf. 864
A thief passes for a gentleman when stealing has made him rich. 423
A thorn in one's flesh /side. 890

A tree is known by its fruit. 1014

A successful man often has many enemies. 1218

A useful trade is a mine of gold. 295

A watched pot never boils. 136, 1063

A willful man must have his way. 251

A wise man changes his mind, a fool never will. 844

A wise man keeps a rein on his tongue and a fool always rushes to the
fore. 1003

A wise man knows what he says and a fool says what he knows. 1003



A wolf in sheep's clothing. 1044

A woman’s work is never done. 1315

A wool - seller knows a wool - buyer. 1060

A word is enough to the wise. 860

A word spoken is past recalling. 709, 786

A wounded animal at bay. 198

Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 263
Accidents will happen in the best regulated families. 819
Actdumb. 485

Actions speak louder than words. 542, 871,919
Add a new chapter to sth. 1322

Add fuel to the fire. 412, 721

Adversity brings wisdom. 126

Adversity is a great schoolmaster. 126
Adversity makes strange bedfellows. - 270
Affection blinds reason. 1366

After a storm comes a calm sea. 81

After rain comes fair weather. 81,989

After the feast / dinner comes the reckoning. 9
Agree like cats and dogs. 1056

Agree like pickpockets in a fair. 1056

Agues come on horseback, but go away on foot. 364
Air one's dirty laundry in public, 1280

Alive and kicking. 95

Alive and well. 95

All alone in the world. 429

All are not hunters that blow the horn. 1190



All are not saints that go to church. 1190
All arguments, both of sides are right. 1061
All at sixes and sevens. 964

All bread is not baked in one oven. 646, 861
All bv oneself. 429

All cats are alike grey in the night. 1084
All cats are grey in the dark. 1084

All covet, all lose. 798, 1098

Ali doors open to courtesy. 755

All gone to pot. 391

All in good time. 552, 881

All is fish that comes to his net. 867

All is grist that comes to his mill. 867

Allis notlost. 283

All is well that ends well. 62,540

All lay loads on the willing horse. 461

All men can't be masters. 353

All men do not follow in the footsteps of their forbears. 149
All one's work was in vain / comes to nothing. 1083
All professions are useful. 626

All rivers flow into the sea. 1212

All roads lead to Rome. 463

All's good in a famine. 107

All sb's geese are swans. 282

All sorts of things. 1213

All that glitters is not gold. 216

All that live must die, 575
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All the flowers of tomorrow are in the seeds of today. 833
All the future crists in the pass. 833

All things are difficult before they are easy. 1286

All to a man. 807

All truths will not bear telling. 264

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. 20
Althought the shines, leave not the cloak at home. 144
Among the blind, the one - eyed man is king. 1361

An act of kindness is never wasted. 469, 680

An ape’s an ape, a variet’s a variet, though they be glad in silk or scralet.
750

An army marches on its stomach. 1154

An ass in a lion’s skin. 139

An ass will always be an ass. 199

An early riser is sure to be in luck. 22

An empty hand is no lure for a hawk. 1189

An empty sack cannot stand upright. 492, 1287

An empty vessel gives a greater sound than a [ull barrel. 1149
An evil chance seldom comes alone. 986

An eye for an eye (and a tooth for a tooth). 29

An honest tale speeds best, being plainly told. 918

An hour in the morning is worth two in the evening. 110

An hour of pain is longer than a day of pleasure. 757

An idle brain is the devil's workshop. 868 _
An injury forgiven is better than an injury revenged. 335,795
An iron fist / hand in a velvet glove, 79, 1044

An old ass is never good. 481
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An old dog barks not in vain. 204

An old dog cannot alter his way of barking. 1221

An old dog will learn no new tricks. 1221

An old fox is not easily snared. 748

An old friend is better than two new ones. 56

An old friend ts worth two new ones. 56

Anold manis like achild. 180

An old man is no better than a baby. 180

An old ox makes a straight furrow, 1208

An open door may tempt a saint. 559

An ounce of luck is better than a pound of wisdom. 737
An ox is taken by the horns and a man by the tongue. 931, 1279
An unfortunate man would be drowned in a tea-cup. 177
Anger and haste hinder good counsel. 908

Another person’s soul/ heart is a mystery. 320
Answerinkind. 29

Any port in a storm. 245, 1037

Anything for a change. 164

Anything may happen. 414

Appearances are deceptive. 216

Appetite comes with eating. 38

April showers bring forth May flowers. 81

As a man lives, so shall he die. 1055

As a man makes his bed, so he must lie on it. 1112

As a man sows, so shall he reap. 766

As bare as the palm of your hand. 1216

As black as a sweep / chimney - sweep. 382
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As bold as brass. 739

As cheap as dirt. 1017

As clean as a new pin. 1028

As clear as day. 1019

As cool as a cucumber. 1179

As dead as a doornail / as mutton, 179
As drunk as a lord / a fiddler. 1036

As dry asabene. 605

As dry as dust. 152

As dull as ditch -water. 152

As casy as ABC/ as pie / as winking. 333
As easy as rolling off a log. 333

As happy as a clam (at high tide). 813
As heavy as lead. 825

As in the last resort. 1285

As is the gardener, so is the garden. 862
As is the workman, so is the work. 862
As light as air / a feather. 883

Aslike as peasinapod. 517

As like as twopeas. 517

As mute as a fish. 142

As naked as picked bone. 1216

As obstinate / stubborn as a mule. 314

As one makes one's bed, so one must lie on it.

As wise asanowl. 611
Aspale as a ghost. 1078
As pissed as a newt, 1036

766
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As plain as a pikestaff. 534

As plain as daylight. 1019

As plain as the nose on one's face. 534
As pround as peacock. 347

As quick as a lightning. 870

As smart / pretty as paint. 386

As strong as a horse /fanox. 603

As stupid as a goose / donkey / pig. 849
As sure as death / fate / a gun. 158

As sure as eggs is eggs. 158

As sure as I'm standing here. 158

As sweet as honey. 843

As the call, so the echo. 1

As the cock crows, so do the young. 279
As the fool thinks, so the bell clinks. 1117
As the tree, so the fruit, 511

As the twig is bent, so the tree grows. 77
As thick as thieves. 1085

As thick as two planks. 849

As timid as a rabbit. 872

As tough as old boots. 322

As we live, so shall we end. 1055

As wise asowl. 611

As you brew, so must you drink. 766

As you sow, so shall you reap. 1237
Atall costs. 63

Atany cost, 63
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At night all cats are grey. 1084
At the worst. 1285

B

Bad beginnings make worse endings. 376

Back to square one. 638

Bad news has wings. 1173

Bad news travels fast. 1173

Bang one's head against a brick wall. 560
Bare one's heart / soul. 102

Be a fool for one's pains. 668, 886

Be & lamp in a chamber if you cannot be a star in the sky. 626
Be above reproach. 620

Be / act in unison. 1085

Be all fingers and thumbs. 720

Be all in all together. 1085

Be all on wires. 892

Be an ass for one's pains. 668

Be armed at all points, 1201

Be armed from head to foot. 1201

Be armed 1o the teeth. 1201

Be as afraid as the devil is of incense. 1058
Be as busy asa bee. 73

Be as different as earth from the sky. 595
Be as far apart as heaven from earth. 595

Be as far removed as heaven from earth. 595



Be as sulky as a bear. 140

Be at the end of one’s tether. 227

Be at a deadlock. 689

Be at a tender age. 1224

Be at the top of the tree. 1007

Be back where one started form. 69
Be born lucky. 1043

Be born under a lucky star. 1043

Be born with a sifver spoon in one's motith. 1043
Be dead scared of sth. 1058

Be deeply in debt. 948

Be down to the bottom of the barrel. 1119
Be driven into a corner. 82

Be drowned in tears. 514

Be drunk as muck. 1036

Be / feel perfectly at home in sth. 87
Be full up to the chin. 907

Be gathered to one's fathers. 1307

Be guarded in what one says. 1013

Be hand and glove withsb. 900

Be hard pressed for money. 131

Be hard pressed for time. 1138

Be hard up. 131

Be heart and soul to one another. 1085
Be heavily armed. 1201

Be heavily in debt. 948

Be hoist with one's own petard. 476
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Be in / get into hot water. 1075

Be in low water (on the rocks) . 122

Be in one's element. 888

Be in the gravy. 494

Be in the same boat. 309

Be just before you are generous. 683

Be left in the basket. 122

Be like a bolt from the blue. 901

Be like an overflowing sack. 934

Be no better off than at the start. 1083

Be on both sides of the fence. 67

Be on hot coals / bricks. 892

Be on pins and needles. 449, 892

Be on tenterhooks. 449

Be on the safe side. 822

Beoutonalimb. 227

Be over head and ear in debt. 948

Be packed like cucumbers in a barrel. 172

Be poor as a church mouse. 838

Be / sit on thorns. 892

' Be/ stand head and shoulders above sb. 569
Be slow to promise and quick to perform. 919
Bestuckinarut. 1033
Be sure before you marry of a house wherein to tarry. 691
Be sure it's Sunday before you start ringing the church bells. 92
Be the apple of sb'seye. 827
Be the very image of one's father. 516
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Be tied to one's mother's apron strings. 52

Be up to the armpits in debt. 948

Be up to the ears indebt. 948

Beard the lion in his den. 1339

Bearing sb's trouble on one's back. 5835, 1009

Beast at bay bites hard. 198 '

Beat about the bush. 932

Beat the air. 319

Beauty and folly are often companions. 123,672

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 1366

Beauty is only skin deep. 128

Beauty lies in lover's eyes. 1366

Before you make a friend, eat a bushel of salt with him. 1153
Beggar's bags are bottomless. 706

Beggars cannot be choosers. 28

Beggars must / shouid be no choosers. 28

Begin all over again. 69

Believe not all what you see, not half what you hear. 678

Bell the cat. 519

Best is cheapest. 367 _

Better a cottage in possession than a'kingdom in reversion. 1091
Better a foot slip than the tongue trip. 709

Better a glorious death than a shameful life. 183

Better a lean peace than a fat victory. 355

Better a little fire to warm us than a great one to burnus. 995
Better a mouse in the pot than no flesh atall. 754

Better a neighbour that is near than a brother that is afar. 33
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Better a sparrow in the hand than a crane on the roof. 1091
Better an egg today than a hen tomorrow. 1091

Better be alone than in ill company. 205

Better be born lucky than wise. 737

Better be the head of a dog than the tail of a lion. 375
Better be the servant of a wise man than the master of a fool.
Better bend than break. 1204

Better buy than borrow. 302

Better early than late. 677, 1059, 1219

Better die on your feet than live on your knees. 183
Better go round than fall into the ditch. 144

Better go to the heaven in rags than to hell in embroidery.
Better have a little than nothing. 754

Better joy in a cottage than sorrow in a palace. 23, 44
Better late than never. 167, &10

Better lose the saddle than the horse. 1096

Better luck next time. 1146

Better one - eyed than stone - blind. 754

Better one small fish than an empty dish. 754

Better safe than sorry. 144

Better speak truth rudely than lie covertly. 743

Better the devil you know (than the devil you don't}. 733,
Better the foot slip than the tongue. =~ 786

Better the last smile than the first laughter. 315

Better to ask the way than go astray. 464, 809

Better to do well than to say well. 919

Better to give than to take. 1357

669

1186

918



Better to reign in the hell than serve in heaven. 684, 1088
Better to slip with the foot than with the tongue. 709
Better untaught than ill - taught. 340

Between a rock and a hard spot. 1228

Between friends all is common. 1157

Between the devil and the deep (blue) sea. 738, 1171
Between the hammer and the anvil. 1228

Between the upper and nether millstones. 1228
Between two evils 'tis not worth choosing. 589
Between two fires. 738

Between two stools you fall to the ground. 67
Beware of a silent dog and still water. 1086

Beware of no man more than thyself. 1162

Beyond /out of reach. 841 |

Beyond / past redemption. 1327

Bicker / quarrel like cat and dog. 1056

Birds of a feather. 310, 864

Bite the bullet. 834

Bite the hand that feeds. 14, 547, 1325

Bitter pills may have blessed effects. 1150

Black dogs don't turn white. 200

Blame yourself before blaming other people. 1162

Blessed is he that expects nothing, for he shall never be disappointed.
324

Blind drunk. 1036
Blood is blood. 781
Blood is thicker than water. 781



237

Blood will teli. 909

Blue are the hills that are far from us. 452
Brave as a lion with a lJamb. 761

Brave before a lamb, but a lamb before the brave.
Break a butterfly on the wheel. 510
Break one’s back. 670

Breathe one's last. 1245

Breed will tell. -~ 909

Brevity is the soul of wit. 1294

Bring grist tosb's mill. 947, 1304

Bring sb to bay. 338

Broad as a barrel. 1282

Build castles in the air. 1349

Build sth on sand. 319, 1349

Built like a brick. 1282

Bullies are always cowards. 483

Bum not your house to rid it of the mouse. 447
Burn one’s boats / bridges. 987

Business before pleasure. 1359

Business first, pleasures afterwards. 1359
Business is business. 16, 1002

Buy a pig in a poke . .802
Buyoversb'shead. 801

By doing nothing we leamto doill. 868
By hard labour one will succeed. 251

By hook or by crook. 64

761
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C

Calamity is man's true touch - stone. 723

Call a spade a spade. 937

Call the bear "uncle” till you are safe across the bridge.

Call things by their right names. 937
Candle in the wind. 383

Care killed a cat. 705

Care will kill a cat. 705

Carry coals to Newcastle. 211

Carry the can. 519

Carry water on both shoulders. 67
Cast one's bread upon the waters. 558
Cast pearl before swine. 354 .
Castles in Spain. 1349

Catch sb at the scene of crime. 71
Catch sb in the act. 71

Catch sb red - handed. 72

Catch sb/ sth with chaff. 1081
Catch/ take sbred - handed. 71
Caich the bear before you sell his skin. 236
Cat's concert. 964

Caution is the parent of safety. 144
Change horses in midstream. 1105
Charity begins at home. 681

Chase sb up a tree. 338

124,992
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Cheapest is the dearest. 306

Cheats never prosper. 305

Children are poor man's riches. 487

Chips of the same block. 310, 864

Choice of the end covers choice of the means. 805
Choose a wife by your ear rather than by your eye. 206
Choose the least of two ills. 30

Circumstances alter cases. 1142

Claw me and I'll claw thee. 258

Cleanliness is next to godliness, 866, 1029
Cling to sb like aleech. 51

Close as an oyster. 142

Close is the skirt, but closer is the skin. 681
Close/ shut one's eyes tosth. 873

Clothes do not make a man. 1187

Clothes make a man. 358

Cloudy morning gives way to clear evening. 81
Clutch at a straw. 178

Coin money. 536

Come off your perch. 438

Come/get to the wrong shop. 527

Come out of one's shell. 1011

Coming events cast their shodows before them. 223
Confession is the first step to repentance. 90
Comfort is better than pride. I5

Company in distress makes trouble less. 1052, 1232

Constant dropping wears away a stone. 954



Cook a hare before catching him . 246

Cooks are not to be taught in their own kitchen. 1247
Corn is the staff of life. - 293

Count one's blessings. 975

Courtesy costs nothing,. 710

Cowardice is the mother of cruelty. 233
Cowards are cruel. 233

Cowards die many times before their death. 336
Crack one up to the nines. 192

Cracked pots last longest. 59

Cracking doors hang the longest. 59

Crawl along at a snail's pace. 169

Criminals often return to the scene of the crime. 854
Criticism is easy and art is difficult. 175

Cross the stream where it is shallowest. 679
Crows do not pick crow's eyes. 1134

Crush a fly with a steam - roller. 510

Crush sthin the egg. 101

Cry with one eye and laugh with the other, 408
Curiosity killed 4 cat. 85

Curses come home to roost. 1

Custom rules the law, 980

Cut from the same cloth. 310

Cut off one's nose to spite one's face. 499

Cut one on the raw. 151

Cut one's throat with a feather, 177

Cut the ground under sb's feet. 393



Cut your coat according to your cloth. 704

D
Dead dogs don't bite. 180
Dead men tell no tales. 180
Deafasa post. 397
Death ends all things. 180
Death ends haired. 839
Death is no respecter of persons. 1362
Death is the grand leveller. 1041
Death is the great leveller. 1334
Death levels all men. 1334
Death pays all debits. 181
Death quits alt scores. 181 .
Death when it comes will have no denial. 1362
Debt is the worst poverty. 882
Deep will call deep. 864
Delay is tantamount to death. 366
Delays are dangerous. 366, 1059
Depict sth in glaring colour. 885
Desperate diseases must have desperate cures. 80
Devil takes you! 1006 |
Diamond cuts diamond. 586, 1324
Dice with death. 784
Die like flies. 182

Die in one's boots. 176



Die with one's boots on. 176

Dig one’s own grave. 1265

Diligence is the mother of success, 662
Diseases are the interests of pleasures. 19

Do a bunk (with sth) . 137

Doaslsay, notasIdo. 924

Do as you would be done by.  664,1156

Do in Rome as the Romans do. 878

Do not boast until you see the enemy dead. 938
Do not count vour chickens before they are hatched. 938
Do not cry for the moon. 642

Do not halloo till you are out of the wood. 238
Do not play with edged tools. 218

Do not put all your eggs in one basket. 671

Do not put the cart before the horse. 643

Do not ring the church bell before looking at the church calender.
434

Do not quarre! with your bread and buiter. 13

Do not wear out our welcome. 8

Do one's dirty washing in public. 1280

Doordie. 453

Do right, come what may! 1319

Do sth by halves . 360

Do to others as you would have them do to you. 664, 1341
Do your duty, whatever betide! 1319

Dog does not eat dog. 571, 1234

Dogs that chase / put up many hares kill none. 67, 442
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Doing nothing is doing ill. 868

Do not trifle with love. 214

Don't count your chickens before they are hatched. 235,938
Den't have thy cloak to make when it begins to rain, 440
Don't hit a man when he's down. 359

Don't look a gift horse in the mouth. 28

Don't run before your horse to market. 434

Don't rush into hell before your father. 434

Don't say "I'll never drink of this water" how dirty so everitbe. 938
Don't swap horses in the middle of the stream. 645
Don't swap horses when crossing a stream. 645

Don't teach fish to swim. 1247

Don't teach your granny to roast eggs. 1247.

Don't tell tales out of school. 445

Don't trouble trouble till trouble troubles you. 1042
Don't try to separate fighting dogs. 1183

Drag sb through the mud. 103

Draw in one's horns. 241

Draw not your bow till your arrow s fixed. 1273

Draw one's horns in. 241

Draw water to sb's mill. 947

Dream go by contraries. 1277

Drink like a fish. 1276

Drink loosens the tongue. 1272

Drive sb into a corner. 338

Dropahinttosb. 910

Drop by drop, the sea is drained. = 251
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Drop by drop wears away a stone. 934
Drop/ dump sth in sb’s lap. 413
Dropsbahint. 910

Drown one's sorrow in drink. 814

Drunkenness reveals what soberness conceals.

Dry bread at home is better than roast meat abroad.

Dumb dogs are dangerous. 1086
Dying is as natural as living. 1040

E

Each bird loves to hear himself sing. 749, 1295
Each day brings its own bread. 1242

Early to bed and early torise. 398

Earn sth by the sweat of one's brow. 60
Easier said than done. 936

Easily eamed money is quickly spent. 305
East or west, home is best. 138, 345, 1074
Easy come, easy go. 308, 1291

Eat at pleasure, drink with measure. 19, 1271
Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you die.
Eat like a horse. 33

Eat/swallow one's words. 950

Eat the calf in the cow's belly. 236

Eaten bread is soon forgotten. 14

Empty vessels make the greatest sound. 1149

1074
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Enough is as good as a feast. 19, 299

Enough to make a cat laugh. 317

Even a worm willturn, 274

Every ass likes to hear himself bray. 749, 1295
Every bean has its black. 877

Every bird likes its own nest. 971

Every bird thinks his own nest best. 749

Every cloud has a silver lining. 1231

Every cock sings in his own manner. 1054
Every cook praises his own broth. 749, 1295
Every country has its custom. 372

Every day is not Sunday. 1082

Every dog has hisday. 3

Every dog is a lion athome. 197

Every dog is valiant at his own door, 197
Every door may be shut, but death's door. 1362
Every fault needs pardon. 190, 795

Every fox must pay with his skin to the flayer. 392
Every Jack has his Jill. 945

Every land has its law, and every corn has its chaff. 878
Every law has a lcophole. 718

Every little helps. 663, 1160

Every man a little beyond himself is a fool. 546
Every man buckles his belt his own way. 1054
Every man for himself. 5

Every man for himself and God forusall. 426

Every man for himself and the devil take the hindmost. 426
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Every man has a fool in his sleeve. 877

Every man has hfs hobby - horse. 1054

Every man has his price. 255

Every man is his own enemy. 1162

Every man is mad on some point. 1054

Every man is the architect of his own fortune. 5, 555, 875
Every man must carry his own cross. 384, 576

Every man's work is a portrait of himself. 1350

Every man to his taste. 191, 703

Every miller draws water to his own mill 5, 1311
Every mother thinks her own gosling a swan. 282
Every tub must stand on its own bottom. 1311

Every why has a wherefore. 1032

Everyone gives a push to a falling man. 505

Everyone has a penny to spend at a new ale-house. 164
Everyone knows best where his own shoe pinches. 821
Everyone to his liking. 191

Everything but the kitchen sink. 207

Everything comes to him who waits. 2, 662
Everything in the garden is lovely. 1133

Everything is good in its season. 552

Evil communications corrupt good manner. 474
Example is better than precept. 871

Experience is the best teacher, 772, 1208

Experience is the mother of wisdom. 772

Experience teaches us wisdom. 772

 Extremes are dangerous, 480, 995, 1095
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F

Facts are stubborn things. 615

Failure is the mother of success. [11]

8

Faint heart never won fair lady. 1196

Faint hearts see danger lurking even where is none. 1250

Fair without, foul within. 123

Fall between two stools. 524
Familiarity breeds contempt. 219
Family affairs should be kept private.
Far from eye, far from heart. 1344

Far from the eyes, near to the heart.

409, 445, 1288

263

Fasting comes after feasting. 702, 906

Fat paunches have lean pates. 446
Faults are thick where love is thin.
Fear breeds terror. 1250

Fear has a quick ear. 189

Fear has big eyes. 1116, 1250
Fear sees danger everywhere. 1250

Fear takes molehills for mountains.

654, 1366

1250

Feast today and fast tomorrow. 702, 906

Feather one’s own nest. 1145
Feed sb with promises. 193

Feel like a cat on hot bricks. 892
Feel like duck in water. 888



Feel smug about one’s present circumstances. 7
Fields have eyes and woods have ears. 1076
Find quarrel in a straw. 75

Finders keepers. 6

Findings are keepings. 6

Fine clothes do not make the gentleman. 1187
Fine feathers make fine birds. 858

Fine words butter no parsnips. 268, 1130

Fire proves gold, adversity proves men. 723
First come, first served. 1219

First make friends, then make love. 722

First the bitter, then the sweet. 743

First things first. 1302

First think then speak. 37, 1237

Fishand company stink in three days. 1114
Fish begins to stink at the head. 342, 865
Fishintheair. 319,371

Fish in troubled waters. 431, 815

Fish looks for deeper water, man for better places to live. 267
Fit like a glove. 1343

Flies are easier caught with honey than with vinegar. 746
Fling dirt enough and some will stick. 1205
Flow smoothly like on wheels. 1147

Fly into a tantrum. 946

Fly off the handle. 946

Fly / rush like a bat out of hell. 1299

Flog a dead horse. 557
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Follow the river and you'll get to the sea. 662, 955

Fool's haste is no speed. 869

Fools grow without watering. 1047

Fools make feasts and wise men eat them. 1107

Fools may sometimes speak to the purpose. 448

Fools rush in where angels fear to tread. 396

Fools will be fools. 613

For a mischievous dog, a heavy dog. 99

For mad words, deaf ears. 1204

For no consideration on earth. 248

For one that is missing there's no spoiling a wedding. 1298
For want of a nail, the shoe was lost. 1030

Forbidden fruit is sweetest. 993

Fortune favours the brave. 250, 850, 1103

Fortune has smiled upon sb. 1045

Fortune is easily found but hard to be kept. 308

Fortune knocks once at Jeast at every man's gate. 1048
Fortune smiles upon fools. 1103

Four eyes see more than two. 41, 1080

Fresh as a daisy. 1269

Friends are plenty when the purse is full. 496, 985
Friendship is the only cement that will ever hold the world together. 186
Friendship laughs at distance. 1368

From bad to worse. 1203

From hearing comes wisdom and from speaking repentance. 823
From smoke into smother. 1203

From time immemorial up to now. 1264



Full of one's own importance. 1262

G

Gain / win one's laurels. 289

Genius is only patience. 251

Get news second - hand. 835

Get nothing for one's pains. 668, 886

Get on in the same boat with sb. 309

Get one's money's worth. 357

Get sb under one's thumb. 380

Get steamed up. 946

Give a dog an ill name and hang him. 654

Give a fool rope enough and he'll hang himself. 1073
Give as good as one gets. 29

Give every man thine ear but few thy voice. 10

Give him a ring and he'll want your whole arm. 456
Give him an inch and he'll take a mile. 436
Givenoeartosth. 97

Give / pay lip - service. 915

Give sb a good talking-to. 1066

Give sb the green light. 74

Give the devil your finger and he will take your hand. 456
Give the sheep in care of the wolf. 329
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Gluttony kills more men than the sword. 590, 1099
Go all weak at the knees. 106

Go as smoothly as a machine. 1147

Go from one extreme to another. 1258

Go in at one ear and out at the other., 1292

Go in through one ear and out of the other. 1292

Go often to the house of your friend, for weeds choke up the unused
path. 417

Go over to join the majority. 1307

Go purple with rage. 501

Go through all life's ups and downs, 43

Go to Kingdom Come. 1307

Gotopot. 391

Gotothedevil! 1006

Go to the dogs. 1119

Go / withdraw into one's shell. 1144

God helps those who help themselves. 1266

God never sends mouths but he sends meat. 1242
God takes care of those who take care of themselves. 1266
God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb. 1240
Gold will not buy everything. 648

Good counsel does nio harm, 930

Good masters make good servants. 1123

Grain by grain, and the hen fills her belly. 1160
Grasp all, lose all, 1098

Grasp at a straw, 178

Grasp the nettle and it won't sting you. 249
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Gratitude is the sign of noble souls. 975
Great barkers are not biters. 203

Great boast, small roast. 1215

Great cry and little wool. 1215

Great minds think alike. 421, 904
Great talkers are little doers. 34,929
Grin and bear it. 141

Grit one's teeth and put up with it. 840
Guard sth like the apple of one'seye. 827
Guard sth with one's life. 827

Gut no fish till you get them. 235

H
Habit cures habit, 334
Habit is the second nature. 129
Hale and hearty. 95
Half a loaf is better than no bread. 754
Half of the world knows not how the other half lives. 384
Half seriously, half in jest. 952
Handsome is as handsome does. 385, 1187
Hang by a single hair. 832, 1246
Hang on to one's position. 1097

Happiness consists not in possessing much, but in being content with
what we now possess. 1165

Happy is he that is happy in his children. 276
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Hard times show whether a friend is a true friend. 1232
Hardly out of swaddling -clothes. 239
Hares may pull dead lions by the beard. 761
Haste is of the devil. 346 '
Haste makes waste. 346

Hasty climbers have sudden fallis. 869
Hasty love is soon hot and soon cold. 117
Hate sb guts. 477

Hate sb like poison. 477

Hate sb with one's whole heart. 477

Hatred is as blind as love. 908

Have a bone in one’s throat. 895

Have a bun in the oven. 621

Have a few friends, though many acquaintances, 205
Have a finger in the pie. 39, 1252

Have a foot in both camps. 67

Have a heavy hand. 1337

Have a memory like a sieve. 939

Have a sleep on it. 110

Have a swollen head. 1262

Have atile loose. 470

Have all one’s goods in the window, 1023
Have an oar in every man's boat. 1353

Have an old head on young shoulders. 478
Have enough and to spare. 244

Have / fix a millstone about one's neck. 226

Have got neither harrow nor barrow. 838
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Have / hold sb at bay. 338

Have money to burn. 494, 1174

Have more gold than one can count. 494
Have neither house nor home., 1260

Have not a shirt to one's back. 838

Have one foot in the grave. 473

Have one's back to the wall. 82

Have one's cake and eatit. 4534

Have one's cloak to make when it begins to rain.
Have one's head in the clouds. 899

Have sb comered. 333

Have sth at one's fingertips. 88

Have the best of both worlds. 1306

Have the face (to do sth). 739 .

Have / throw a tantrum. 846

Have to please everybody. 666

Have to wait till the crack of doom. 262
Have too much tongue. 234

Have / with one's heart in one's mouth. 566
Having not a soul in the world. 429

He cannot change his skin. 129

He cannot speak well that cannot hold his tongue.

He carries fire in one hand and water in the other,

He dances well to whom fortune pipes. 497
He gives twice who gives quickly. 422

He gives twice who gives without delay. 422
He is lifeless that is faultless. 877, 1102

956

923
1340
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He is not fit to command others that cannot command himsel{. 1158,
1251

He is not poor that has little, but he that desires much. 324, 836
He is rich that has few wants. 324,836

He is scarcely out of the shell yet. 239

He jests at scars that never felta wound. 243

He knows best what good is that has endured evil. 365

He knows most who speaks least. 856, 920 _

He knows most who knows how to hold his tongue. 188

He laughs best who laughs last. 315

He needs a long spoon that sups with the devil. 395

He preaches best who lives best. 925

He that comes first to the hill may sit where he will. 22

He that commits a fault thinks that everyone speaks of it. 266
He that cannot beat the horse, beats the saddle. 499

He that dies pays all debts. 181

He that fears you present will hate you absent. 65, 224, 321
He that goes a borrowing, goes a sorrowing. 882, 1192

He that had a full purse never wanted a friend. 489

He that has an ill name is half hanged. 565

He that has a great nose thinks everybne 18 speaking of it. 266
He that has land has trouble at hand. 495

He that has no children knows not what love is. 265

He that is down need fear no fall. 545, 1230

He that is full of himself is very empty. 1149

He that is warm thinks all so. 243

He that knows nothing doubts nothing. 396
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He that lies down with dogs must rise up with fleas. 474
He that lives wickedly can hardly die honestly. 358

He that loves the tree loves the branch. 553, 1370

He that mischief hatches, mischief catches. 1,818

He that never climbed, never fell. 1102

He that once decetves is ever suspected. 794

He that promises too much means nothing. 572, 1215
He that respects not is not respected. 1237

He 1hat seeks trouble never misses. 1042

He that serves everybody is paid by nobody. 686

He that spares the bad injures the good. 212

He that talks much errs much. 349

He that / who hesitates is lost. 336

He that will eat the kernel must crack the nut. 539

He that will steal an egg will steal an ox. 1225

He thinks he is the lord of creation. 1263

He thinks the whole world revolves around him. 1263
He, who breaks, pays. 4

He who chatters to you will chatter of you, 408

He who doesn't go forward stays behind. 652

He who drinks will drink again. 38

He who has never tasted bitter, knows hot what 1s sweet. 365
He who is born a fool is never cured. 199, 323

He who keeps company with the wolf will learn to howl. 474
He who laughs last laughs longest. 315

- He who laughs today may weep tomorrows. 513

He who likes borrowing dislikes paying. 1293
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He who lives by hope will die by hunger. 798

He who makes excuses himself accuses. 637, 685

He who makes no mistakes, makes nothing. 1118

He who pays the piper calls the tune. 744

He who pays the piper should call the tune. 744

He who pleased everybody died before he was born. 459
He who rides on a tiger can never dismount. 351

He who says big, does little. 871

He who sees through life and death will meet most success. 84
He who sleeps catches no fish. 1219

He who sows the wind, will reap the whirlwind. 509

He who spends more than he should, will have nothing to spend when he
would. 111

He who waits for dead men’s shoes is in dnager of going barefoot. 531
He who will not keep a penny never shall have any. 11t

He who wills the end wills the means. 803

He who would hang his dog gives out first that it is mad. 654
He works best who knows his trade. 792, 1312

Head cook and bottle -washer. 893

Health before wealth. 1070

Health is a jewel. 1069

Health is better than wealth. 1070

Health is not valued till sickness comes. 257

Hear and see and be still. 10

Hear much, speak little. 10

Hedges have eyes and woods have ears. 1076

Help yourself and the heaven will help you. 544



Hide one’s light under a bushel. 503

Hide two faces under the hood. 67

His bark is worse than his bite. 711

His eves are bigger than his belly. 905

His / her nose is not clean. 39

His tongue is too long for his teeth, 234

Hit a man when he'sdown. 505

Hit one where it hurts. 151

Hit / reach rock bottom. 1119

Hit the jackpot. 1243

Hit the nail on the head. 917

Home is home though it be never so homely. 1074
Home truths are hard to swallow. 1065

Honesty is the best policy. 610, 1120

Honey is sweet, but the bee stings. 627

Honour and profit lie not in one sack. 259, 673, 1309

Honour changes manners. 489, 984

Honour without maintenance is like a blue coat without a badge.

Hop from topic to topic. 230

Hope is the poor man's bread. 404

How much better it is to get wisdom than gold. 49
Humam pride is human weakness. 1109

Hunger breaks stone watls. 108

Hunger brings the wolf 1o the fold. 108

Hunger finds no fault with cookery. 107

Hunger is a stiff task -master. 108

Hunger is an imperative voice. 108

800
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Hunger is the best sauce. 107

I

Idle folk lack no excuses. 773

Idleness is the key to beggary. 845

Idleness is the root of all evils. 808

If at first you den't succeed, try. try again. 1118

If he cannot bite, he scratches, 64

If ifs and ans were pouts and pans. 831

Il my aunt had been a man, she'd have been my uncle. 831
If pigs had wings, they would be angels. 831 '

If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 1108
If the cap fits (wear it). 266

If the mountain does not come to Mahomet, Mahomet must go to the
mountain. 1239

If the sky falls, we shall catch larks. 831

If you agree to carry the calf, they'll make you carry the cow. 456
if you call a tune you must pay the piper. 1189

If you cannot bite, never show your teeth. 92

If you can’t beat them, join them. 650

If you can't turn the wind, you must turn the mill sails. 1256

If you confer a benefit, never remember it; If you receive one, never
forgetit. 976

If you dance you must pay the fiddler. 1189
If you laugh before breakfast, you'll cry before supper. 513

If you lend your money to your friend, you will lose your money and your
friend. 194
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If you pay not a servant his wages, he will pay himself. 1167
If you pledge, don't hedge. 923

If you run after two hares, you will catch none. 442

If you say the coat fits, you must wear it. 351

If you sell the cow, you will sell her milk, too. 741

If you touch pot you must touch penny. 1169

If you want a pretence to whip a dog, it is enough to say he ate the frying
pan. 654

If you want a thing done well, do it yourself. 147, 678
If you wish for peace, be preprared for war. 1176
If wishes were horses, beggars might ride. 831
fll-gotten gains never prosper. 305, 12591

Ill gotten, ill spent. 3035, 308

11l news comes apace. 1173

In a calm sea every man is a pilot. - 1326

In a state of nature. 1216

In an emergency. 1285

In black and white, 508

In borrowed plumes. 996, 1033

In every beginning think of theend. 679

In for a penny, in for a pound. 351

In love is no lack. 1367

In name rather than in fact. 574

In one’s birthday suit. 1216

In one's declining years. 719

In smooth waters. 1147

In the end things will mend. 374
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In the evening one may praise the day. 540,719

In the land of the blind the one-eyed is King. 1361

In the middle of nowhere. 93

In trouble to be troubled is to have your trouble doubled, 1161
Investment in knowledge pays the best interest. 783

Iron is sharpened by iron. 334

It cuis both ways. 218,273

It has two ways and hits either way. 273

It is a poor mouse that has only one hole. 1004

Tt is a silly fish that is caught twice with the same bait. 612
It is a silly goose that comes to a fox's sermon. 612

It is a small flock that has not a black sheep. 819

It is a two -edged weapon. 273

It is always darkest before the dawn. 134

It is an ill bird that fouls its own nest. 281

It is an ill turn that does no good to anyone. 578

Itis an ill wind that blows nobdy good. 578

It is best to wash one's sciled linen at home. 445, 1188

It is better to be a has -been than a never-was. 649

It is better to travel hopefully than toarrive. 634

It is better to understand a little than to misunderstand a lot. 340
It is easier to get money than to keepit. 1170

It is easier to raise the devil than to lay him. 433

It is easy to bear the misfortunes of others. 153

It is hard to be poor and honest. 405

It is never long that comes at last. 283, 662

It is never too late to learn. 285
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1t is no sin for a man to labour in his vocation. 626

It is not he who has little, but he who wants more, who is poor.

It is not the coat that makes the man. 647
It is not the gay coat that makes the gentleman. - 1187
© It is not the quantity that matters, but the quality. 583
It is not worth powder and shot. 796 |

It is pitch -dark. 119
It is six of one and half a dozen of the other. 589

It is smooth sailing. 1147 -

It is the first step that costs. 1236

It is the first step that is troublesome. 1316

It is the last straw that breaks the camel's back. 480
Tt is too late to lock the stable door after the horse has bolted.
It is within reach. 1233

It makes one's mouth water. 1129

It may do more harm than good. 716

It never rains but it pours. 986

It rains cats and dogs. 812

It's a blessing in disguise. 1231

It's a blot on the landscape. 281

It's a bug in the butter. 281

It's a fly in the ointment. 281

It's a frightful bore. 112

It's a load off shoulders. 902

It’s a poor heart that never rejoices. 903

It's a small world. 994

It's always easier to think in the morning. 110

1165

740
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It's an ill wind that blows nobody any good. 1231

It's as broad as it's long. 707

It's better to leave well alone. 437,717

It's better to let well alone. 437

It's death or glory. 1345

I'sdoordie! 1345

[t's easy enough to say. 936

It's easy to be wise after the event. 942

It's hard to change one's character. 200

It's like being up against a blank wall. 898

It's like preaching to the winds. 898

It's like shouting against the wind. 898

It's like throwing pans at the wall. 898

It's never too late to mend. 1067

It's no use beating about the bush. 918

It's-no use beating your head against a wall. 1248

It's no use crying over spilt milk. 61, 958, 1161
-It's no use preaching to a hungry man. 109

It's no use pumping a dry well. 443, 564, 8§16

It's no use trying to do two things at one. 442

It's one thing to flourish and another to fight. 761, 924

It's written all over his face. - 876

It takes two to make a quarrel. 1079

It will all be the same a hundred years hence. 1041
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Jack is as good as his master. 291

Jack is no judge of Jill's beauty. 1366

Jack of all trades is master of none. 792, 893
Jackdaw in peacock’s feathers. 996

January commits the faults and May bears the blame.

Jaw on about this and that. 228

Joan’s so good as lady in the dark. 1084

Joy is always trailed by sorrow. 1072

Joy is not in things; itis inus. 838

Judge a man by his work. 1350

Judge not of men and things at first sight. 1153
Jump from one thing to another. 230

Jump the quene. 174

K

Keep a still tongue in one's head. 523

Keep a white elephant. 98

Keep as silent as the grave. 382

Keep mum as a fish. 142

Keep one's hands in pockets. 26

Keep sth bottled up and tightly corked. 322

Keep your mouth shut and your ears open. 823

1009



Kick away the ladder (by which one rose). 455, 604
Kill not the goose that lays the golden eggs. 741
Kill two birds with one stone. 778

Kind words are like the music of the world. 713
Know all the ins and outs. 87

Know sth like the palm of one's hand. 88

Know the breed, know the dog. 700

Know the ropes. 87

Know the sufferings of the poor after being in poverty. 32,243
Know your place ! 439

Knowledge is power. 783 .

L

Laugh, and the world laughs with you; weep, and you weep alone. 599
Laugh before breakfast you'll cry before supper. 1072
Laugh now, pay later. 1001

Laugh on Friday, cry on Sunday. 1072

Laugh on the other side of one's face. 316

Laugh on the wrong side of one's mouth. 316

Laugh today and cry tomorrow. 513, 1072

Laughter is the best medicine. 1172

Layitonthe line. 937

Lay / put one's cards on the table. 220

Law-makers should not be law-breakers. 1158

Laws catch flies, but let hornets go free. 753, 830
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Lead a cat -and -dog life. 891, 1036

Lead sb by the nose. 1354

Learn sth by hearsay. 835

Learn sth by rote. 562

Learn to creep before you leap. 237

Learn young, learn fair. 1223

Learn wisdom by the follies of other. 256

Learning is the eye of the mind. 560

Learning makes people wise, ignorance, otherwise. 560

Least said, soonest mended. 573

Let all things past pass. 1314

Let bygones be bygones. 432, 1314, 1331

Let each mind his own business. 703

Let every tub stand on its own bottom. 5

Let him put in his finger, and he will put in his whole hand. 456
Let not the cobbler go beyond his last. 7

Let not your tongue cut your throat. 467

Let sleeping dogs lie. 433, 1042

Let the cat out of the bag. 675

Let the dead bury their dead. 1314

Let the grass grow under one's feet. 956

Let them laugh that win. 315, 438

Let us be thankful for small mercies. 975

Life is a sweet and joyful thing for one who has a pure conscience. 732
Life is but a span. 427

Life is like a ladder; Every step we take is either up or down. 652

Life is long if you know how to use it. 427
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Life is not a bed of roses. 311

~ Life is not all beer and skittles. 311
Life is not all cakes and ale. 311
Light gains make heavy purse. 824

Li ghtning never strikes in the same place twice.

‘ Like a bear with a sore head. . 140
Like a bolt from the blue. 1039
Like a drowned rat. 1278

Like a fish out of water. 889

Like a knife through butter. 333
Like a lost soul. 1181

Like a millstone round sb's neck. 826
Like a mote in one'seye. 890
Likearatinahole. 689

Like ared rag to the bull. 890

Like a scalded cat. 394

Like author, like book. 862

Like begets like. 279, 1249

Like cures like. 696

Like draws to like. 864

Like father, like son. 150, 279, 511
Like master, like man. 1123

Like parents, like children. 1249
Like ships that pass in the night. 896
Like teacher, like pupil. 1024

Like water off a duck’s back. 957
Little and often fill the purse. 663

1038



Little by little the bird builds its nest. 1160
Little bodies meiy have great souls. 76

Little chips light great fires. 130

Little pigeons can carry great messages. 76
Little knowledge is a. dangerous thing. 340
Little strokes fell great oaks. 663, 954, 1160.
Little thieves are hanged but great ones escape. 753
Little things amuse little minds. 752

Live and let live. 1156

Live beyond one's means. 100, 1335

Live cheek by jowl with f,b' 900

Live from hand to mouth, 11

Live in harmony concord.l 1085

Live not to eat, but eat to live. 24

Live to be a hundred together. 50

Long absent, soon forgotten. 1344

Long mint little dint. 518

Look before you leap. 37, 144

Look for a needle in a haystack. 767

Look through one's fingers. 873

Look who's talking. 927

Lookers-on see more than players. 229, 1320
Lookers-on see most of the game. 1320
l.ose the substance for the shadow. 1320
Losers are always in the wrong. 458

Loud talking, little doing. 34, 929

Love all, trust a few, do wrong tonone. 1156
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Love cannot be forced. 466

Love cannot be compelled. 466

Love conquers all. 1368

- Love in a cottage. 797

Love is blind, as well as hatred. 1178
Love laughs at locksmiths. 1368
Love me little, love me long. 1106

Love me, love my dog. 1370

Love rounds square things, hatred squares round things.

Love's not complete without a quarrel. 500
Love will creep where it may not go. 1368
Lovers live by love, as larks live by leeks. 1367
Lovers' quarrels are soon mended. 500

Lovers' tiffs are harmless. 500

Lucky at cards, unlucky in love. 381

M

Make a cat's paw of other people. 847

Make a complete volte-face. 999

Make a killing. 1243

Make a mountain out of a molehill. 78, 260, 584
Make a rod for one's own back. 476

Make a spoon or spoil a horn. 453

Make both ends meet. 11, 1111

Make bricks without straw. 410

598
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Make / have adig atsb. 911

Make hay while the sun shines. 104, 1274

Make no headway. 330

Make one's hair stand on end. 667

Make or mar. 453

Make sb draw the burning chestnuts out of the fire for oneself.
Make sb pull the chestnuts out of the fire for oneself. 847
‘Make sb slave. 380

Make the best of a bad deal. 284

Make the best of things. 284

Man does not live by bread alone. 1177

Man or mouse. 453

Man proposes, but God disposes. 817

Man's heart is unfathomable. 399

Manners change with the times. 1137

Manners make the man. 755

Many a fine dish has nothing on it. 1190

Many a good cow has a bad calf. 149

Many a good father has but a bad son. 148, 149, 425
Many a little makes a mickle. 528, 663, 824, 1160
Many a pickle makes a mickle. 663 '
Many a true word is spoken in jest. 916

Many commanders sink the ship. 688

Many dishes make many diseases. 1099

Many heads are better than one. 1080

Many physicians have killed the king. 688

Many speak much who cannot speak well. 573

847



Many words will not fill a bushel. 919, 1211
Mark time. 330

Marriage is a stone wall. 252

Marriages are made in heaven. 874

Marry money. 362

Measure another man's foot by one's own last. 1060
Measure for measure. 29

Measure other's corn by .one's own bushel. 1060

Measure others' feet by one's own last. 1660

Measure thrice and cut once. 47

Measure thy cloth ten times, thou can cut it but once. 1273
Men are as old as they feel and women as they look. 1197

Men are best loved farthest off. 1330

Men are blind in their own cause. 229, 1320
Men cut large thongs of other men's leather. 303
Men make houses, women make homes. 355, 1297
Men may meet but mountains never. 994

Mere wishes are silly fishes. 798

Might goes before right. 701

Might is right. 701

Mill the wind. 319, 371

Mind your own business. 439, 703

Misery loves company. 1232

Misfortune has its uses. 1231

Misfortunes never come alone. 556, 986
Misfortunes never come alone to a poor man. 196

Misfortunes tell us what fortune is. 365
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Moderation in all things (and all things in moderation)}.

Money answers all things. 269

Money burns a hole in one's pocket. 1170
Money is a good servant but a bad master. 609
Money is a passport to everything. 269

Money is the root of all evils. 259

Money makes money. 953

Money makes the man. 423

Money makes the mare go. 269

Money often unmakes the man who makes it. 559
Money talks. 763

More dead than alive. 1050

More haste, less speed. 346, 869

More royalist than the king. 58

More than enough is too much. 995

Mother scratches child's back, child scratches mother's.

Mother's darlings are but milksop heroes. 275
Move heaven and earth. 521

Much ado about nothing. 78, 551

Much is expected where much given. 1005, 1125
Much water has flowed under the bridge. 1200
Much will have more. 933

Muck and money go together. 259, 673, 1309
Murder will out. 127

Mutton dressed as lamb. 313

My house is my castle. 384

19, 398

747



N

Nail drives out nail. 696

Name not a rope in his house that was hanged. 441
Near is my shirt, but nearer is my skin. 681, 781
Necessity is the mother of invention. 126
Necessity knows no law. 405

Neck or nothing. 453

Need makes the naked man run. 1254

Needs make the old wife trot. 407

Needs must when the devil drives. 1254
Neither a borrower nor a lender be. 194

Neither fish, flesh nor fowl. 343

Neither fish, flesh nor good red herring. 343
Neither flesh nor fish. 951

Neither rhyme nor reason. 166

Never cackle till your egg is laid. 938

Never cast dirt into the fountain of which you have sometimes drunk.
1275

Never cross a bridge till you come to it. 1317

Never do things by halves. 25 |

Never fry a fish till it's caught. - 235, 236

Never hit a man when he is down. 612

Never judge another until you have walked two weeks in his shoes. 1153
Never lose the substance for the shadow. 444

Never move a finger. 726
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Never offer to teach fish to swim. 215, 1247

Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today. 1318
Never quit certainty for hope. 444

Never say "die"; up, man, and try. 217

Never spoil a ship for a ha’ p' orth of tar, 1321

Never swap horses in midstream. 645

Never too much of a good thing. 479

Never write what you dare not sign. 113
New lords, new laws. 1087
New times, new songs. 1087

Next of kin to the rich, no kin to the poor. 491, 1128
Nightingales will not sing a cage. 624
Nipsthinthe bud. 101

No bees no honey, no work no money. 1082
No cross, no crown. 250

No difficulties, no discovery. 126

No flour, no paste. 246

No flying from fate. 157, 1046

No gains without péins. 261, 808

No garden is without its weeds. 771, 819

No great loss without some small gains. 1231
No guts, no glory. 250

No living man all things can. 724, 1071

No longer pipe, no longer dance. 549

No man is a hero to his valet. 114, 254, 472
No man is a prophet in his own country. 114

No man is indispensable. 776
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No man is wise at all time. 1102

No money, no friends. 548

No news is good news. 629

No pains, no gains. 250

No prophet is accepted in his own country. 114
No safe wading in an unknown water. 679

No sinner like a hoary sinner. 482

No smoke without fire. 764

No song, no supper. 1082

No sooner earned than spent. 457

No sooner said than done. 350

No sweet without some bitter. 627

No sweet without sweat, 261, 1082

No wisdom like silence. 580

No wise man ever wished to be younger. 607
Nobody's enemy but his own. 1112

None but the brave deserve the fair. 249, 1196
None cut the diamond but a diamond. 586, 1324
None is so blind as those that will not see. 618
None is so deaf as those that will not hear. 616
Not a breath is heard. 581

Not a shot in the locker, 640

Not a single inch. 639

Not a sound fromsb. 94

Not a trace of sth was left. 93

Not a trace remained of sth. 93

Not all truths are proper to be told. 264
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Not as black as it is painted. 633

Not be able to make head or tail of it. 159
Not (be) worth a red cent. 630

Not care a fig forsb. 271

Not do a hand's turn. 726

Not do a stitch of work. 726

~ Not for all the tea in China. 248

~ Not for all the wealth in the world. 248
Not for love or money. 248

Not for the world and his wife. 243

Not get to the first base. 1166

Not harm /hurta fly. 550

Not know where to hide oneself. 184

Not let the grass grow under one's feet. 440
Not lift a finger. 726

Not mince matters, 937

Not say a dicky - bird. 165

Not say boo to a goose. 163

Not to know a hawk from a handsaw. 339
Not to know beans. 339

Not to know chalk from cheese. 339

Not to know one's arse from one's elbow. 339
Not to wash one's dirty linen in public. =~ 409
Not turn a hair. 1179

Not turn one's hand over. 726

Not want, not wait. 294

Not worth powder and shot. 1143
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Nothing comes out of the sack but what was in it. 1071
Nothing dries sooner than tears. 636 |

Nothing enters a closed hand. 1357

Nothing for nothing. 258

Nothing has been heard from sb. 94

Nothing dangerous in this life except women. 1333
Nothing is impossible to a willing heart. 251
Nothing is stolen without hands. 1032

Nothing seek, nothing find. 250, 653

Nothing stings like truth. 1065

Nothing succeeds like success. 601, 593, 1101
Nothing to choose between them. 517

Nothing venture, nothing have. 655

Now that you had accepted you had to begin. 351

O

Observation is the best teacher. 1210

Of the same batch/kidney. 310

Of the same rank and age. 66

Of two evils choose the lesser. 30

Offer to teach fish to swim. 803

Old age is not a blessing. 481

Old beyond one's years. 484

Old birds are not caught with chaff. 748
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Old customs are best. 1191

Old friends and old wine are best. 56, 1191

Old people may still be of use. 135

- Old shoes are easiest. 1191

On a knife- edge. 449

On the horns of a dilemma. 1171

On the second Sunday of next week. 57

Once a thief, always a thief. 12

Once bitten, twice shy. 189, 978

Once I have said, I willdoit. 330

Once in a blue moon. 820

Once is no rule/custom. 290

One almost died of shame. 184

One beats the bush, and another catches the bird. 288, 1107
One beggar is driven to beg of another. 400

One can see no other way out. 1327

One cannot always be fortunate. 1048

One cannot do two things at once. 1348

One cannot go further than the wall. 1071

One cannot make bricks without straw. 246

One cannot please all the world and his wife. 459
One cannot swim against the tide. 1071

One chick keeps a hen busy. 252, 535

One cloud is enough to eclipse the sun. 281

One drop of poison infects the whole tun of wine. 281
One eyewitness is better than two hear - so's. 1210

One false step leads to another. 1030



Omne fire drives out another. 334, 696

One good turn deserves another. 973

One hand washes the other. 258

One has met his match. 586 _
One hour’s sleep before midnight is worth three after. 398
One is bored stiff. 112

One law for tﬁﬁarich and another for the poor. 830, 1163
One licks one's chops. 1129

One link broken, the whole chain is broken. 187

One man does not make a team. 776

One man does the work but seven take the pickings. 855
One man, noman. 776

One man's breath is another man's death. 460

One man's meat is another man's poison. 460

One master is a good as another, 291

One may as well be hanged for a sheep as foralamb. 1214
One misfortune comes on the back of another. 556

One must be thankful for small favours. 975

One must live according to one's means. 704

One must not hang a man by his looks. 647

One must not judge people by their appearances. 647

One must not take all that is said literally. 190

One must take trouble to get profit. 539

One never knows where one will gain and where one will lose.
One pulls one way, the other pulls the other way. 064, 967
One rotten apple spoils the barrel. 281

One's heart is not a stone. 1133

554



One's mouth is watering. 1129

One scabby sheep is enough to spoil the whole flock. 281
One should not hit a man when he is down. 359, 632
One should not judge a sausage by its overcoat. 647
One shouldn't carry owls to Athens. 435

One swallow does not make a summer. 776
. One today is worth two tomorrow. 789

One tongue is enough for a woman. 42

One wished the earth would open beneath his feet. 184
One wished the floor would swallow him up. 184
One with a plough, seven with a spoon. 855

One would sooner sink through the ground. 184
Only a free soul will never grow old. 732

Open one's hearttosb. 337

Opinions differ. 1061

Opportunity makes the thief. 559

Other days, other ways. 1137

Other folks' troubles are easily borne. 153

Other times, other manners. 1137

Out of sight, out of mind. 1344

Out of the frying - pan into the fire. 1203

Over shoes, over boots. 351

P

Pack one's bags and leave. 312
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Packed in like sardines in a tin. 172

Paddle one's own canoce. 1267

Pain is forgotten when gain foltows. 991

Pale as death itself. 1078

Pass the buck. 828

Patience and time run through the longest day. 251
Patience - in time the grass becomes milk. 662, 693
Patience is bitter but its fruit is sweet. 662

Pay all scores at once. 1214

Pay one's debt to nature. 1194

Pay / settle an old score. 1195

Pay through the nose. 1193

Penny and penny laid up will be many. 663

Penny wise and pound foolish. 614, 659

People who live in glass house should not throw sione. 532
Physician, heal thyself! 1122

Pick holes in others' coats. 105

Pick holes in sth others do. 105

Pick up sth without firing a shot. 1114

Pig / piggy in the middle. 1217

Pigs might fly. 414

Pitchers have ears. 1076

Play a double game. 67, 408

Play fast and loose. 692

Play into sb's hands. 947, 1338

Play one'’s trump- card. 1253

Please all and you will please none. 459



282

Plenty is no dainty. 19, 299

Plenty is no plague. 133,348

Plough a lonely furrow. 429

Plough the sand. 319, 1349

Poke one's nose into other people's affairs. 195
Politeness costs little but yields much. 755
Postpone the evil hour. 533

Pour oil on the flame. 412, 721

Pour out the vial of wrath on sb. 1244
Pour / throw cold water. 515 -

Pour water into a sieve. 371

Poverty is nosin. 837

Poverty is not a shame, but the being ashamed of it is.

Poverty parts friends. 496, 983

Practice makes perfect. 1208

Practise what one preaches. 713

Praise a fair day only at night. 540, 938
Precaution is better than repentance. 114
Prettiness dies first. 385

Prevention is better than cure. 981

Pride goes before a fall. 1227

Pride goes before and shame follows after. 1227
Pride will have a fall. 1227

Promise is debt. 785, 923

Promise the moon, . 572

837

Promises are like piecrust, made to be broken. 572, 1215

Prosperity makes friends and adversity tries them.

1232



Pull all strings. 521
Pull oneself up by one's own bootstraps. 1267
Put a cat near the goldfish bowl. 529

Put a lad near a lass and in the long run there will be love.

Put a spoke in sb's wheel. 1134

Put not your hand between the bark and the tree. 436
Put one's hand between the bark and the tree. 369
Put one's head into the noose. 225

Put one's own head under the chopper. 223

Put sb in a spot. 338

Put sb on the same level with sb. 1329

Put sth by for a rainy day. 1159

Put / stick one's oar in. 195

Put the cart before the horse. 368

722

Put your hand no further than your sleeve will reach. - 597,704

Put your shoulder to the wheel. 871

Q

Quiet as a mouse, 581

R

Rake / haul sb over the coals. 1066
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Rake over old ashes. 657

Rap sb on the knuckles. 1066

Rats desert a sinking ship. 154

Reach the end of one's tether. 1119

Read sb like a book. 393

Real friends should have everything in common. 1157
Real talent needs no publicity. 577

Red as a beetroot. 401

Red as a turkey-cock. 401

Rely only on yourself is an old proverb. 1267
Repentance is good but innocence is better. 1328
Repetition is the mother of learning. 963

Rest on one's laurels. 7

Retire into one's shell. 1144

Reveal one's soul to sb. 102

Rich upstarts ignore their belongings. 489
Riches lead to lawsuits. 23

Ride off on a side issue. 461

Ring out the old year and ring in the new, 1185
Rob Peter to pay Paul. 304, 502, 697

Rob your belly to cover your back. 502

Roll my log and I will roll yours. 258, 965
Rome was not built in a day. 662

Rub salt into the wound. 151, 1034

Rumour is a lying jade. 779

Run as fast as one's legs can carry one. 156

Run at breakneck pace. 156



Run away like the devil that's caught a whiff of incense.

Run before one's horse to market. 143

Run for dear life. 1299

Run for one's life. 156

Run with the hare and hunt with the hounds. 67
Rush into hell before one's father. 143

S

Safe and sound. 95

Safe bind, safe find. 144

Salt water and absence wash away love. 1344
Same thing only different. 589

Save sth for a rainy day. 1159

Say nasty thing behind sb's back. 943

Say nothing but think the more. 573

Say "yes" to every man jack. 998

Saying and doing are two things. 924

Sb has pangs of conscience. 731

Sb is not fit to black sb's boots. 561

Sb is not fit to hold a candle tosb. 561

Sb is not fit to tie the shoelaces of sb. 561
Sb’s conscience worries him. 731

Sb's word is as good as hisbond. 714

Score twice before you cut once. 1273
Scratch my back and I shall scratch yours. 965

156



Second -hand gossip. 835

Second thoughts are best. 1273

. See pink elephants. 1036

See stars. 944

See sth through rose-coloured spectacles. 885
See the old off and welcome the new. 1185

Seeing falsely is worse than blindness and speaking falsely is worse than
silence. 92

Seeing is believing. 1210

Seldom seen, soon forgotten. 1344

Self comes first. 3

Sell a gold brick. 692

Sell like hot cakes. 366

Sell one's soul to the devil. 55

Separate the wheat from the chaff. 979

Serve sb with the same sauce. 29

Serve two masters. 524

Services are sooner forgotten than in juries. 977
Set a beggar on horseback and he will ride to the devil. 1073
Set a fox to keep the geese. 529

Set a snake on one's own hens. 286

Set a thief to catch a thief. 334

Set a wolf to keep the sheep. 529

Set the cart before the horse. 368

Set the fox to keep the chickens. 949

Set the fox to mind the geese. 949

Set the wolf to keep the sheep. 949
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Shallow streams make most din. 1149
Shape a coat for the moon. 1283
Share and share alike. 17

Share sb's sorrow and mirth. 183
Shed floods of tears. 514

Shoot one's mouth off. 45

Shoot the breeze. 913

Short debts make long friends. 1164
Shoulder to shoulder. 593

Shouldering other people sins. 585, 1009

Show a clean pair of heels. 1299
Show one's hand. 220

Show sb in his true colours. 1281
Show / throw up one's cards. 220
Shut one's ears to sth. 08

Sickness is better than sadness. 903
Side by side. 593

Silence gives consent. 5379
Silence is golden. 580

Simpletons are always fleeced. 612 |
Since it has begun it must be finished.
Since you have started, you must go on.
Sink or swim. 453

Sit on a barrel of gun -powder. 221
Sit on the fence. 524

Sit with idle hands. 26

351
351

Six feet of earth make all men equal. 1031, 1334
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Sleep as sound as a log. 851

Sleep like a dog. 851
‘Sloth is the mother of poverty. 725

Slow and steady wins the race. 168, 346

Slow but sure. 168

Slow helpis no help. 210

Small expenses empty a full purse. 759

Small rain lays great dust. 811, 1160

Smile through one's tears. 316

Smother sth at birth. 101

Snore like a bull. 851

So many countries, so many customs. 372

So many men, so many minds. 191

So near and yet so far, 756

So said so done. 350

Soak / wet to the skin. 1278

Soft fire makes sweet malt. 926

Solidity first. 15

Something smelt into thin air. 93

Soon hot, soon cold. 117, 1106

Soon ripe, soon rotten. 1106

Sorrow treads upon the heels of mirth. 1018, 1072
- Sort out the men from the boys. 979
Sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. 509
Spare the rod and spoil the child. 1155, 1365
Speak by guess and by God. 35
Speak of the devil, and his imps shall appear. 145, 1342




Speak the same language. 253

Speak when you are spoken to, come when you are called.

Speak without knowing the first thing about sth. 35
Spend money like water. 1179

Spin a yarn. 921

Spin like a top. 1000

Spite the face, spare the nose. 1338

Split hairs. 173

Split one's sides with laughter. 317

Sport as you may while the master's away. 1296
Spring up like mushrooms. 768

Stand in the breach. 450

Stand like a stone image. 451

Stand like a stuffed dummy. 451

Stand on one's own legs. 1267

Stand rooted to the spot. 451

Stand / stick out like a sore thumb. 890
Standers-by see more than gamesters. 1320
Start again from nothing. 69

Start with a clean slate. 674

Stay on your own side of the fence. 439
Steal amarchonsb. 982

Steal sb's thunder. 982

Stew in one's own juice. 799

Stick to sb like a flea to a fleece. 51

Stick to sb like a limpet to arock. 51

Still in swaddling -clothes. 239

21



Still waters run deep. 1086

Still wet behind the ears. 239

Sting one to the soul. 151

Stolen fruit is sweetest. 2095

Stolen pleasures are sweetest. 295, 993
Stone deaf. 397

Stop harping on the same string. 89
Store is no sore. 348, 884

Stretch your legs according to the coverlet.

Strike at the roots. 363

Strike while the iron is hot. 104, 1274
Struggle like a fish out of water. 122
Stuff today and starve tomorrow. 906
Stumble at the threshold. 1166
Success is never blamed. 458

Such beef, such broth. 1014, 1236
Such carpenters, such chips. 1350
Such fruit, such tree. 511

Such master, such servant. 1123
Sweat blood. 672

Sweat one's guts out. 672

Sweep before your owndoor. 703

T

Take a hair of the dog that bit you. 415

704
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Take a leaf out of sb's book. 36

Take care of the pence and the pound will take care of themselves. 111
Take chalk for cheese. 1235

Take counsel with your pillow. 110

Take / get the right sow by the ear. 526
Take / get the wrong sow by the ear. 527
Take no heed of sth. 97

Take no thought for the morrow. 91

Take occasion by the forelock. 104

Take oil to extinguish the fire. 412

Take sb/ sth with bare hands. 1081

Take the bread out of sb's mouth. 318
Take the bull by the horns. 373

Take the rough with the smooth. 784

Take time by the forelock. 644

Take to one's heels. 1299

Taking the rap for shelse. 1009

Talk of angels, 145

Talk of the devil and he is sure to appear. 145, 1342
Talk nineteen to the dozen. 934

Talk the hind legs of a donkey. 934

Talk through one'’s hat. 921

Tarred with the same brush. 310

Teach the dog to bark. 328

Teach your granny to roast eggs. 328, 1247
Tear sth out of theroots. 363

Tell fish stories. 921 |



Tell tales out of school. 1280

Tell that to the marines. 912

That load becomes light which is cheerfully borne. 1257
That's good wisdom, which is wisdom in the end. 540

That which is bitter to endure may be sweet to remember. 842
The absent party is still faulty. 943

The absents are always in the wrong. 943

The appetite comes with eating. 1005

The apples on the other side of the wall are the sweetest. 272
The ass is known by its ears. 876

The bait hides the hook. 765

The ball comes to the player. 2

The beggar may sing before the thief. 1230

The belly is not filled with fair words. 268

The best is often the enemy of the good. 479

'The best-laid plans may come to nought. 479

The best remedy against an ill man is much ground between. 970
The best things are worst to come by. 479

The bird is known by his note, the man by his words. 187
The biter bit. 818

The blind leading the blind. 1108

The burden one likes is cheerfully borne. 1257

The camel going to seek horns lost his ears. 741

The cask savours of the first fill. 129

The cat would eat fish but is unwilling to wet her feet. 847
The chain is no stronger than its weakest link. 1024

The child is father to the man. 613
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The child says nothing but what is heard is by the fire. 1076
The cobbler must stick to his last. 7

The cobbler’s wife is the worst shod. 537,974, 1136

The command of custom is great. 980 ..

The cow knows not what her tail is worth until she has lost it. 1194
The cowl does not make the monk. 1187

The culprit must pay for the damage. 4

The darkest place is under the candlestick. 326

The deac. don't come back fror.1 the graveyard. 180

The devil finds work for idle hands todo. 868

The devil is not so black as he is painted. 654, 1057, 1116
The devil knows many things because he is old. 748

The devil looks after his own. 751

The devil lurks behind the cross. 596, 762

The devil take the hindmost. 426

The diamond cannot be polished without friction, no man pe-fected without
trials. 723

The die is cast. 1284

The dog barks but the caravan goeson. 617

The dog returns to his vomit. 854

The dog shall die a dog's death. 1035

The dog will not howl if you beat him with a bone. 532
The early bird catches the worm. 22,1219

The earthen pot must keep clear of the brass kettle . 1204
The end crows the work. 540

The end justifies the means. 805

The exception proves the rule. 628
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The face is the index of the mind. 876

The fairest rose at last is withered. 552

The falling out of lovers is the renewing of love. 500

The farthest way about is the nearest way home. 465

The fire on your neighbour's house spreads to yourown. 770
The first attempt is always a flop. 1316

The first blow is half the battle. 379

The first thing to do. 1302

The friend of your friend is also our friend. 1310

The game is not worth the candle. 796

The grapes are sour. 68

The grass always seems greener across the river. 452

The grass is always greener on the other side of the hill. 452
The great fish eats the small. 121

The greatest calamity is not to have failed, but to have failed to try. 1146
The higher one climbs, the farther one falls. 1227

The higher the ape goes, the more he shows his tail. 676
The higher up, the greater the fall. 1227

The highest heads are the most exposed. 132

The highest tree has the greatest fall. 1227

The hungry man listens to no warning. 109

The labourer is worthy of his hire. 1167

The last drop makes the cup run over, 480, 1268

The last straw that breaks the camel's back. 1268

The leopard cannot change'its spots. 240, 358

The less people think, the more they talk. 341, 1149

The less said the better. = 92, 573, 823
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The longest day must have anend. 3

The longest way round is the shortest way home. 465

The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away. 308

‘The mill cannot grind with the water that is past. 1141

The mob has many heads but no brains, 688

The morning sun never lasts a day. 3

The moming to the mountain, the evening to the fountain. 552

The more difficult the obstacle, the stronger one becomes after hurdling
it. 723

The more the merrier. 133, 348

The more you have, the more you want. 456, 706, 1005
The mountain has brought forth a mouse. 378

The mouse lordships where the cat is not. 1296

The nearer the church, the farther from God. 472

The noise is greater than the nut. 1215

The old cow thinks she was never a calf. 604

The only way on earth to multiply happiness is to divide it. 538
The pen is mightier than the sword. 113

The pot calls the kettle black. 730

The pot goes too often to the well but is broken at last. 392
The proof of the pudding is in the eating. 1210

The race is to the swift. 734

The receiver is as bad as the thief. 297

The same knife cuts bread and fingers. 218

The same old Caxer but in a different coat. 1025

The scalded cat fears cold water, 189

The sharper the storm, the sooner it's over. 117



The short answer is doing. 919

The smallest good deed is better than the grandest intention.

The soul of another is a dark place. 320

The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. 724
The stream can’t rise above its source. 1068

The sun will shine on our side of the fence. 989
The tailor makes the man. 858

The thread breaks where it is weakest. 1024

The thread follows the needle. 1331

The tilling shows the tiller. 1350

The tongue is not steel, yetitcuts. 711, 728

The tongue of idle people is never idle. 848

The truth is often difficuit to come at. 1064

The truth stings. 935

The used key is always brilliant. 325

The voice of one man is the voice of none. 776
The voice of the people, the voice of God. 1363
The way to a man's heart is through his stomach. 268
The wealth of the mind is the only true wealth. 783
The weariest day draws to an end. 989

The wind cannot be prevented from blowing. 690
The wise man is always a good listener. 1003

The wish is father to the thought. 769

The wolf may change his coat, but not his disposition. 129
The wolf may lose his teeth, but never his nature. 129, 358

The worst spoke in a cart breaks first, 734, 1024

There are lees to every wine. 771

919
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There are more ways of killing a dog than by hanging. 64, 1206
There are more ways to kill a cat than choking her with cream. 1206
There are more ways to the wood than one. 64, 463
There are no two ways about it. 416

There are too many mouths to stop. 690

There are two sides to every question. 1061

There hasn't been hide or hair of sh. 93

There is a bad one in any family. 819

There is a black sheep in every flock. 771

There is a crook in the lot of everyone. 1048

There is a cure for everything but death. 1362

There is a good time coming. 81

“There is a remedy for all things but death. 1362
There is a skeleton in every house. 771

There is a snake in the grass, 587

There is a time for all things. 20, 104, 520, 552, 881
There is a time to speak and a time to be silent, 92
There is life in the old dog yet. 1301

There is many a slip between the cup and the lip. 756
There is many a slip "twixt the cup and the lip. 756
There is many a true word spoken in jest. 952

There is neither sight nor sound of sb. 94

There is no accounting for tastes. 191

There is no age to the spirit. 1255

There is no arguing with a large fish.. 701, 1204
There is no effect without a cause. 929

There is no getting away from the facts, 615



There is no good accord where every man wouldbe a lord. 793

There is ng joy without alloy. 627
There is no place like home. 138, 345, 1074

There is no place more delightful than one’s own fireside. 345

There is no pleasure without pain. 627

There is no room to swing a cat. 172

There is no rose without a thom. 567

There is no royal road to learning. 809

There is no rule without an exception. 628
There is no standing still. 652

There is no telling what he would try next. 456
There is no time like the present. 1318

There is no trader who does not meet with losses. 392
There is no venom like that of the tongue. 727
There is no way out. 1327

There is nothing like plain bread. 293

There is small choice in rotten apples. 623
There's always room on top of us. 133,171
There's no escape. 1327 |

There's no fool like an old fool. 48, 1182
There's no peace for the wicked. 266, 968

There's no place to hide a sin without the conscience looking in.

There's no pleasing everybody. 459
There's nothing to be done about it. 1327
There'’s plcﬁty ofpepinsbyet. 1301
There's safety in numbers. 608, 1052

266



- They that have got good store of butter may lay it thick on their bread.
735

They that live longest see most. 748
Things done cannot be undone. 115
Things passed cannot be recalled. 115
Think before you speak. 1273

Think much, speak little and write less. 920
Think today, speak tomorrow. 37, 1273
This is none of your business. 439

This, that and the other. 1213

‘Those who are good in mind are better than those who are good in
appearance. 128

Threats do not always lead to blows. 203
Three removals are as bad as a fire, 46
Three women make a market. 42

Throw a sprat to catch a mackerel. 1093
Throw everything in a heap. 1239

Throw fatin the fire. 412

Throw good money afterbad. 116

Throw mud enough and some will stick. 1205
Throw one's money about. 829, 1174, 1305
Throw out a minnow to catch a whale. 1093
Throw stones at sb's window. 911

Throw the baby cut with the bath water, 741
Throw the handle after the blade. 116

Tie oneself into knots. 720, 895

Tighten one's belt. 1111



Tighten the purse-strings. 1110

Tilt the hay comes home. 57

Time and thinking tame the strongest grief.
Time and tide wait for no man. 1141
Time cures all things. 1139

Time flies. 1141

Time is gold. 1140

Time is the great healer. 1139

Tit fortat. 29

To a dog a dog's death. 1055

To agree like cats and dogs. 891

To be hoist with one’s own petard. 476
To be left holding the bag. 886

To bear one’s age well. 1301

To beat the air. 371

To boil the pot. 661

To come to the wrong shop. 563

To cool one's heels for ages. 18

To cry over spilt milk. 61

To draw a long bow. 933

To drive a hard bargain. 242

To drop from the clouds. 1259

To err is human. 877, 1102

To experience ups and downs in life. 702

To fight fire with fire. 696
To find fault with sth. 70

To find out which way the wind blows.

1139
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To follow the crowd. 512

To get a gift from the gods. 202

To get a godsend. 202

To go for wool and come home shorn. 741
To know oneself is true progress. 84

To know the disease is half the cure. 170
Torlay up in a napkin. 1352

To lie like a gasmeter. 914

To lie like a lawyer. 914

To lose lock, stock and barrel. 741

To make free with another’s purse. 303
To make the pot boil. 661
To mend one's way. 125

To pay one back in his own coin. 29
To pick and choose. 591

To play safe. 322

To play with fire. 221

To put back the clock. 592

To rail against fate. 1100

Toraise a ballyhoo. 658

To reach the oyster, you must break the shell. 636
To remain brazen faced. 739

To remove mountains. 667

To return evil for good. 698
Toreturn good forevil. 694

To return like for like. 29

To scrape a living. 661
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To see stars before one'’s eyes. 411
To see which way the cat jumps. 512

To seek a hare in a hen-house. 428

To sell the bear's skin before one has caught the bear.

To send owls to Athens. 211

To shake in one's shoes. 1021

To shake like an aspen leaf. 1021

To shed crocodile tears. 959

To shelve the past. 1351

To sit twiddling one's thumbs. 26

Toskina flint. 1012

To speak in vain. 940

To speak kindly does not hurt the tongue. 710
To squander one's money. 1305

To stick to one's last. 1311 -

To swallow the bait, 119

To swear like a trooper. 928

To swim with the stream. 512

To talk hot air. 45

To the lucky man a daughter is first born. 1022
Totoil and moil. 34, 377

To vanish into thin air. 619

To vanish without trace. 619

To visit the sins of the father upon the children. 424

To warm a snake in one's bosom. 949
To waste one's breath. 940
Tomorrow is another day. 91, 1318

236
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Tomorrow never comes. 91

Tongues wag. 846

Too many cooks spoil the broth. 688

Too much familiarity breeds contempt. 219

Too much knowledge makes the head bald. 85
Too much of a good thing is good for nothing. 479
Too much of one thing is as bad as none at all. 1095
Too much of one thing is good for nothing. 1095
Too much pudding will choke a dog. 1099

Too much water drowned the miller, 995, 10935
Touch a very sore spot. 151

Touch sh on the raw. 151

Touch the righ chord. 468

Train up a child in the way he should go. 329
Travelling broadens one's horisons. 394
Travelling forms a young man. 394

Tread on a worm and he will turn. 274

Treat sb like dirt. 600

Trim your sails to the wind. 512, 1256

True blue will never stain. 530

True coral needs no painter's brush. 577

True gold does not fear the fire. 1290

Trust in God and keep your powder dry. 1176
Trust not a new friend nor old enemy. 1175

Truth and roses have thorns about them. 935
Truth comes out of the mouth of babes and sucklings. 1010
Truth is generally unpalatable. 1065
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Truth lie at the bottom of a well. 1064
Truth will conquer. 127,929

Try to put a quart into a pintpot. 699

Try to run before one can walk. 237

Try to throw a spanner in the works. 1134
Turn a blind eye to sth. 873

Turn a deaf ear to sth. 97

Tumn night into day. 695

Turn over a new leaf. 125, 674

Turn the corner. 990

Turn the tables on sb. 1270

Turn up like a bad penny. 641

Turn white into black. 418

Two can play at that game. 232

Two dogs over one bone seldom agree. 793
Two heads are better than one. 41, 1080
Two in distress make sorrow less. 1232
Two is company, three's a crowd. 42

Two minds with only a single thought. 1085

Two securities are better than one. 144

U
Under one's own steam. 1267
United we stand, divided we fall. 402
Unity is strength. 403
Unlucky at cards, lucky in love. 381



Until the cows come home. 57

Up to the ears in work. 1207

Use a steam-hammer to crack a nut. 510

Use a well-guarded language. 1013

Usher in a new chapter in the history of sth. 1322

v

Vanish without trace. 93, 619
Velvet paws hide sharp claws. 765
Venture not all in one bottom. 671
Venture nothing, lose all things. 655

Vows made in storms are forgotten in calm. 604

W

Wag one's tongue. 846

Wait until pigs may fly. 531

Wake a sleeping dog. 356

Walls have ears. 1076

Want makes a strife between man and wife. 270
Wash one's dirty-linen in public. 1280

Waste not, want not. 490

Waste one's breath onsb. 941

Waste one's fire, 742



Waste one's powder and shot. 742

Water which is distant is no good for a fire which is near. 960, 1151
We all seek what is better. 267

We are all human, we are all sinners. 877

We bear other people’s trouble lightly. 153

We can live without our friends but not without our neighbours. 53
We cannot judge a tree by its bark. 647

We have gone too far to draw back now. 51

We know not what is good until we have lost it. 1303

We leam not at school but in life. 561

We never know the value of water till the well is dry, 1303

We reap as we sow. 509

Wealth generates formality. 984

Wealth is nothing without health. 1070

Wear one's heart on one’s sleeve, 1023
Well begun is half done. 379
What comes, will come. 1317

What can't be cured must be endured. 231, 623

What is bred in the bone will not go out of the flesh., 240

What is bred in the bone will go out of the flesh. 909

What is done by night appears by day. 127

What is done cannot be undone. 115, 1284

What is everybody's business is nobody's business. 147, 687

What is got over the devil's back is spent under his belly. 303, 1291
What is lost is gone forever. 61

What is lost is lost. 61

What is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. 332, 602
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What is worth doing at all is worth doing well. 25

What is writ is writ. 113

What may the mouse do against the cat? 701

What must be, must be. 1317

What's leant in the cradle lasts till the tomb. 129, 1274

What soberness conceals drunkenness reveals. 27, 1272

What the eye does not see, the heart does not grieve over. 1344
What you lose on the swings you make up on the roundabouts. 1062
What we do willingly is easy. 1257

What will be, will be. 1317

When a dog bites a man, that's not news; When a man bites a dog, that's
news. 622 '

When a man is going down-hill, everyone will give him apush. 505
When a thing is done, advice comes too late, 942

When bees are old, they yield no honey. 481

When candles are out, the cats are grey. 1084

When in Rome, do as the Romans do. 878

When pigs fly. 57

When poverty comes in at door, love flies out at the window. 270
When the blood sheds, the heart aches. 736

When the cat’'s away, the mice will play. 1296

{Vhen the chips are down. 988

When the devil is blind. 57

When the fox preaches, take care of your geese. 596

When the moon tums green cheese. 57

When the pinch comes, you remember the old shoe. 1303

When the tree's fallen, everyone runs to it with his axe. 505
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When the word is out it belongs to another. 709
When three know, all know it. 790
When two Fridays come together. 57

When you are an anvil, hold you still; when you are a hammer, strike you fill.
775, 1256

When you can't get what you like, you must like what you have. 623
When wine is in, wit is out. 1027, 1272

Where ignorance is bliss, 'tis folly to be wise. 850
Where the goat is fettered she must browse. 1220
There the needle goes, the thread must follow. 1331
Where the river is deepest is makes least noise. 1086
Where there is smoke there is fire. 625

Where there's a will, there's a way. 251

Where you exaggerate you weaken. 483

While the grass grows the horse starves. 210

While there is life, there is hope. 284

White as a sheet. 1346

Who drinks will drink again. 1005

Whom God would destroy, they first make mad. 1241
Why keep a cow when you can buy milk? 716

Why look for a good thing when you have one 7 452
Wild horses can't drag a word out of him. 522

Win or lose. 453

Wine in, truth out. 1271

Wine is in, truth is out, 1027

Wink at small faults. 190

Wipe the slate clean. 674



Wisdom is better than rubies. 783

Wise after the event. 86, 772

Wise men are not always silent, but know when to be. 188
With a face as long as a poker. 1181 o

With a hang-dog look on one's face. 1181

With door-wide shoulders. 1282

With foxes we must play the fox. 395

With one’s nose in the air. 1308

With public sentiment nothing can fail, without it nothing can succeed.
1363

With time ahd patience the leaf of the mulberry becomes satin. 693
Within the four seas all men are brothers. 1261
Without rhyme or reason. 166

Wolf never wars against wolf, 571

Words are but wind. 712

Words are women, deeds are men. 42

Words break no bones. 712

Words hurt more than swords. 711

Words pay no debts, 1211

Work against time. 155

Work done, have your fun. 1359

Work of any xind is good. 626

Work one’s fingers to the bone. 672

Work provides plenty. 261

Work won't kill but worry will. 705

Wring one's hands. 1323
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You are never too old to learn. 285

You can be kind to him and he'll take a stick to you. 682
You can hear a pin drop. 581

You can never know the secréts of others. 83

You can never see into another heart. 399, 1049

You can take a horse to the water, but you cannot make him drink.

You cannot be in two places at once. 1348

You cannot eat you cake and have it too. 454

You cannot flay the same ox twice. 454

You cannot get blood from stone. 594

You cannot make an omelette without breaking eggs. 656
You cannot see the wood for the trees. 1126 |
You cannot wash charcoal white. 129

You can't always be lucky. 392

You can't back out now that you've begun. 351

You can't be here, there and everywhere. 1348

You can't feed the hungry with words. 268

You can't gag people's mouths. 690

You can't get a word out of him. 522

You can't have your cake and eatit. 280

You can't hide an eel in a sack. 127

466
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You can't knock down a wall with a pea-shooter. 1248
You can't make a silk purse out of a sow'sear. 613

You can't teach an old dog new tricks. 1221

You can't touch pitch without being defiled. 454

You catch more flies with honey than with vinegar. 746
You dig your grave with your teeth. 590, 1099

You don't bring the dead back from the graveyard. 180
You have to make allowances for mistakes. 190

You just have to reach out. 1233

You might as well talk to a brick wall. 898

You must eat to live, and not live toeat. 24

You must grin and bearit. 231

You must not expect to scorn danger until you are out of reach.992,1224
You must spoil before you spin. 283, 1118

You must spoil before you spin well. 1316

You mustn't be too exacting. 190

You never know your luck. 554, 1153

You're only young once. 222

You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours. 258
You've made the broth, now supit. 766

You've made your bed, nowlieonit. 766

Young fighting-cock quickly ruffled up its feathers. 853
Youth and age will never agree. 1226

Youth and white paper take any impression. 474
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